
Bridgend & Porthcawl 


Hamlet on the hill? 
(See page 23) 





“Your ORIGINAL priceless 
weekly newspaper” 



Established 1983 



Independent 
Financial Advisers 

www.hppltd.co.uk 

Tel: 01446 
773669 - 771949 


Weekly audited distribution (52 weeks) to 31/12/12 - 42,492 
(GEM Series). Audited by David Pinder & Co Ltd. Chartered Accountants. 


www.bridgend-today.co.uk 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 8TH, 2013 


SUMMER 
EXHIBITION IN 
GRAND PAVILION 

PORTHCAWL 
ROBBERY - 
MAN IS ARRESTED 

rage 5 

rage 

REUNION FOR SHOW VETERANS 


HOMES & 
GARDENS 


Pages 13-15 


FIGHT TO SAVE 
LOCAL 

FIRE STATIONS 


Page 7 


£800,000 council 
grant will help 
people 'downsize’ 


THE Welsh 
Government has 
given the county bor¬ 
ough council more 
than £800,000 - to 
build 10 new homes 
so that people affect¬ 
ed by the ‘bedroom 
tax’ can downsize. 

Each local authority in 
Wales is getting a grant, 
and Bridgend County 
Borough Council (BCBC) 
has been asked to work 
with Registered Social 
Landlords to put together a 
proposal. 

The UK Government, 
of course, objects to the 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


term ‘bedroom tax’ and 
has pointed out that it a cut 
in benefit that comes into 
play if a house is deemed 
to be under-occupied. 

The grant, totalling 
£829.760, was announced 
by the Housing Minister, 
Carl Sargeant. 

He said: “The Welsh 
Government is hugely 
concerned that many 
already hard pressed 
households are facing 
hardship due the changes 
in welfare benefit rules”. 

Local authorities have 
reported that over 35,000 


households in Wales are 
affected by the ‘bedroom 
tax’. 

Mr Sargeant continued: 
“Since the rules relating to 
housing benefit and size of 
household changed on 
April 1, we have seen 
increased demand for 
smaller, one and two bed¬ 
room properties. 

“Despite the tough 
financial climate, the 
Welsh Government has 
invested £20 million in the 
Smaller Properties 
Programme and has asked 
all local authorities to 


Town assault: MAN SOUGHT 


POLICE in Porthcawl 
are investigating after 
a 65-year-old man was 
assaulted while getting 
into a taxi near the 
Sandpiper Bar in the 
town, at around 
12.15am on Sunday, 
June 23. 

He had spent the 
evening in Porthcawl 


with his family and 
friends before returning 
to his caravan, and 
police are appealing to 
the public for their assis¬ 
tance in identifying a 
man they wish to speak 
to. 

He wore a pink tee- 
shirt with a distinctive 
pattern on the front, blue 
shorts and blue summer 


weight canvas shoes. 

He was also seen wear¬ 
ing a light blue hooded 
top over his tee-shirt. 

Anyone with infor¬ 
mation is asked to con¬ 
tact Bridgend CID on 
101 or Crimestoppers, 
free and anonymously, 
on 0800 555111 (refer¬ 
ence 62130188142). 



Home Comforts 
Furniture Warehouse 


NewWestbury Bespoke 
Pine Furniture Collection 

Top Quality 
furniture 
made by 
craftsmen 
to your size 
or standard 
measurements 
at no extra cost. 

Huge ranges of Quality 
Fully Assembled Oak range. 
7 days FREE delivery 
to most areas. 


4A WEST WINDS BUSINESS PARK, LLANGAN, 

Nr COWBRIDGE, CF35 5DR Next to Llangan Primary School 
Free Parking and Complimentary Coffee! 

Tel. 01656 861120 • www.homecomfortsfw.co.uk 



identify schemes which 
could benefit from the 
funding”. 

Coun Phil White, the 
BCBC cabinet member 
for communities, said: 
“Anything which helps 
our social housing pro¬ 
gramme and supports citi¬ 
zens who have been 
adversely affected by the 
bedroom tax is to be wel¬ 
comed. 

“We will use this fund¬ 
ing to work with our regis¬ 
tered social landlords to 
help meet the demand for 
smaller properties locally 
and mitigate the effect of 
the UK Government’s 
damaging welfare reform 
programme”. 



ABOVE: These ladies (and gentlemen) used to tread the boards in a good cause, 
and recently they held a special reunion. (See page 3 for details). 

(PHOTOGRAPH by KEITH E MORGAN). 


SARN MAN IS JAILED FOR 
BREAKING FRIEND’S LEG 


AFTER taking a 
cocktail of drugs, a 
Sarn man carried 
out an unprovoked 
attack on a close 
friend. 

Cardiff Crown Court 
heard that Ian Parker fell 
awkwardly to the ground 
in a car park in Sam and 
suffered a broken leg in 
the process. 

Liam Galbraith, 27, of 
Gas Works Terrace, Sam, 
was jailed for 14 months, 
after pleading guilty to 
inflicting grievous bodily 
harm, and the court heard 
that Mr Parker had to 
take six weeks off work 
and miss a family holi¬ 
day. 

Prosecutor Tony Trigg 
said he felt depressed and 
was disgusted by what 
Galbraith did. 

Mr Trigg said that the 
injured man had been to a 
barbecue with friends and 
was walking home at 
about 10pm on April 30. 

He received a tele¬ 
phone call from his sister, 
saying three people, 
including Galbraith, had 
called on her and asked 
for a spoon. 

“It seemed bizarre and 
could have been connect¬ 


ed with drugs,” said Mr 
Trigg. Soon after, 
Galbraith spotted Mr 
Parker and attacked him. 

“He mshed at him with 
a clenched right fist” said 
Mr Trigg. 

As he fell to the ground 
he twisted and injured his 
leg. The defendant was 
seen kicking him while he 
was on the ground. 

Mr Parker limped 
home, not realising how 
seriously injured he was. 

The following day an 
x-ray revealed he had a 
broken left leg and dam¬ 
aged ligaments. 

Later, Galbraith admit¬ 
ted drinking alcohol and 
taking heroin, valium and 
cannabis, and could not 
remember what he had 
done. 

He was said to have 
convictions for theft, bur¬ 
glary, and handling stolen 
goods. 

His barrister, Mike 
Hammett, said: “He is full 
of genuine remorse. The 
offence was out of char¬ 
acter. 

“Until he ceases his 
drug addiction, he will 
continue to offend.” 

He said that, when on 
remand, he had taken an 
overdose of drugs and 
had been in hospital for 


two days. “He is deter¬ 
mined to change his 
ways,” Mr Hammett 
added. 

Judge Tom Crowther 
QC told Galbraith “You 


assaulted a man you had 
known for years and 
badly injured him.” 

Mr Parker, he said, had 
offered no challenge 
whatsoever. 


CROWN 
COURT 
REPORT by 

AJ SICLUNA 
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New garden on the 
way for young 
Brackla designers 


PUPILS at Brackla 
Primary School 
have won a 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) competi¬ 
tion to create a new 
wildlife garden at 
their school. 

They impressed a 
panel of judges with 
their well thought-out 
design that featured a 
range of habitats for 
wildlife to flourish, and 
the children were also 
commended for their 
plans to use recycled 
materials where possi¬ 
ble, and create a place 
that the wider local com¬ 
munity could visit to 
enjoy nature. 

The competition was 
organised by BCBC’s 
countryside and sustain¬ 
able development teams 
and, thanks to support 


from Natural Resources 
Wales and BCBC’s rural 
development pro¬ 
gramme ‘Reach’, 

Brackla Primary School 
will now be given 
resources to help bring 
their winning design to 
life. 

They pipped pupils 
from Brynmenyn 

Primary School in the 
competition’s final, 
which was held at the 
Kenfig National Nature 
Reserve. As the stan¬ 
dard of the Brynmenyn 
entry was also high, help 
will be given to turn 
some elements of their 
design into reality too. 

Both finalists were 
treated to an explorer’s 
walk at the nature 
reserve and a pond dip¬ 
ping session, and the 
schools were also given 
bat boxes and a bird box 
to give their wildlife gar¬ 
dens a kick start. 


Ostomy patient 
support group 


BRIDGEND 
Ostomy Patient 
Support Group 
(BOPSG) was pre¬ 
sented recently 
with a banner at 
the annual ostomy 
coffee morning in 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital. 

The group, run by 
volunteers, was set up 
in 2010 by, and for, 
people who have a 
colostomy, ileostomy or 
urostomy, including 
their family and friends. 

A spokeswoman 
said: “We are a small 
group who meet up six 
times a year (every 
other month) on a 
Friday afternoon, at the 
YMCA, Angel Street, 
Bridgend, CF31 4AD. 
The aim is to help oth¬ 
ers who are in the same 
position, and ensure 
that they do not feel 
isolated and alone. 

“It is an opportunity 
to exchange non-med¬ 
ical ideas, hints and 
tips, offer support if 
required, or just to 
come along and listen 
to what is going on, 
while enjoying refresh¬ 
ments. 

“At the start of our 
meetings, we usually 
have a representative 


from an ostomy com¬ 
pany. The remainder 
of the meeting is infor¬ 
mal and friendly. 

“There are no mem¬ 
bership fees as the 
group is free, but we do 
hold a raffle, with all 
proceeds going towards 
activities or events for 
the group”. 

For further informa¬ 
tion about the group, 
contact the organisers: 
Pat Jones - 01656 
786103; Anita Brankley 
- 01656 645602; or 
Nick Merrett - 01656 
861823; email: brid 
gend. ostomy @ gmail. co 
m. 

Other contacts: 

Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend - 
Stoma Nurses 01656 
752752, Answerphone: 
07623 909129. 

Colostomy 

Association 0800 328 
4257. 

The Ileostomy 
Association 0800 0184 
724. 

Urostomy Association 
01889 563191. 

Ostomy Lifestyle 
Helpline 0800 731 
4264. 

ANITA 
BRANKLEY 
(group secretary) 


Did you know 
you can read 
your GEM 
online? 

bridgend-today.co. uk 


Lesley Thomas, 
Brackla Primary 

School’s eco co-ordina- 
tor, said: “Our outside 
areas are a very impor¬ 
tant part of the school 
and our eco committee, 
green fingers gardening 
club, and groups of older 
children have all helped 
with conservation work 
in the school. However, 
the whole area needed 
re-designing, so this 
competition came at just 
the right time.” 

The children’s win¬ 
ning ideas included cre¬ 
ating willow structures, 
a forest schools area 
with log seating, bird 
nesting boxes with cam¬ 
eras linked to the ICT 
suite, bird hides, wild 
flower beds, fruit bush¬ 
es, herb tyres, informa¬ 
tion boards, a hedgehog 
habitat and most impor¬ 
tantly a pond to help 
with science studies. 

Lesley added: “We 
were absolutely delight¬ 
ed to win the competi¬ 
tion and although the 
children who came up 
with the design will be 
starting secondary 


school in September, 
they are all looking for¬ 
ward to a return visit to 
see their ideas come to 
fruition.” 

Ecologists from the 
council will be visiting 
the school to help them 
with many of the fea¬ 
tures, and work will take 
place in the autumn, out¬ 
side of the bird nesting 
season. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, 
said: “This competition 
has been really thought- 
provoking for the chil¬ 
dren and made them 
consider the positive 
impact that a garden can 
have on the natural envi¬ 
ronment by attracting 
insects and wildlife. 

“Researching this 
information would have 
been a really interesting 
experience and they 
have also learned about 
the plants that grow 
locally, and how impor¬ 
tant it is to give wildlife 
the opportunity to feed 
at different times of the 
year.” 


Circle winners 
announced in 
play-writing 
competition 


THE result of the 
George Perry 
Playwright 
Competition was 
announced recently 
at the Bridgend 
Writers’ Circle. 

The judge, Jean 
Castle, said all the 
entries were of a very 
high standard and was 
pleased to award the 
George Perry Trophy to 
Jan Davies with her 
winning title ‘Money 
Talks ’. The runner-up 
was Alex Marshall with 


‘Surprise, Surprise and a 
Haircut’ and in third 
place was ‘The Tower 
Room’ by Wendy 
Nottingham. 

The next Writers ’ 
Circle meeting is on 
Friday, August 10, 
7.15pm to 9.15pm, at 
the Bryntirion and 
Laleston Community 
Hall, and will be an 
activity on ‘flash writ¬ 
ing’ by Mike Ross. For 
further details contact 
secretary Kay Boswell 
on 01656 772738. 

AS 


Bridgend 
bridge club 


THE results for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club for recent 
events are: 

Wednesday, July 31: 
first Tony Ratcliff and 
Julian Pottag, second 
Ray Smith and John 
Evans, third Bill Turner 
and Marjorie Morris. 

Friday, August 2: first 
Steve Burgoyne and Bill 
Turner, second Dave 
Reed and Jime Hume, 
third John Whateley and 
Irene Thomas. 

The best placed 
improvers for Thursday, 
August 1, were Sue Hunt 
and Stuart Davies. 

In addition to the reg¬ 


ular club nights on 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
at Nolton Church Hall at 
7pm, to which all bridge 
players are welcome, on 
Thursdays from 2pm 
until 5pm, also at Nolton 
Church Hall, there are 
‘gentle’ bridge sessions 
primarily for the less 
experienced and where 
assistance is available. 

In the autumn, lessons 
for beginners will 
resume; to register an 
interest, contact Steve 
Burgoyne (01656 
661968) or John Evans 
(01656 880372), either 
of whom will welcome 
your call. DN 


IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, DON JOHN, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


Health money for Wales 
withheld by Westminster 


W E have seen a 
great number of 
newspaper arti¬ 
cles and television pro¬ 
grammes in recent weeks, 
referring to the finances of 
the Welsh Health Service 
and blaming the Welsh 
Government. 

What all these articles have 
failed to mention is that in 2010, 
with all the excitement of the 
election, the Assembly health 


department did not remind the 
Westminster Government that 
there was money due to Wales. 

When the Minister asked 
George Osborne for the £358 mil¬ 
lion owing to them for the year 
ending April 2010, he refused to 
give it to her. 

That is the reason our Health 
Service in Wales has had to cut 
back on the health budget. 

These payments should be 
automatically paid to us. 

A health Minister should not 
have to go ‘cap in hand’ to 


Westminster. We in Wales pay 
income tax, national insurance 
and VAT, just as people in the rest 
of the UK do. 

We should be treated in the 
same way as Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and England, and be paid 
automatically when money is 
owed to us. 

Then the Conservative AMs 
would not have a leg to stand on 
when they criticise the Labour- 
run Health Service, as they fre¬ 
quently do. 

G Roberts, Cardiff 


Threat to rare species 


W ITH 

regard to 
the pro¬ 
posal for the erec¬ 
tion of a 77m wind 
turbine at Hill 
House Farm in St 
Mary Hill, I would 
just like to point 
out that in 2008 the 
council declared 
that Llangan was a 
conservation area - 
and, in particular, 

St Mary Hill. 

The proposed location 
of this huge wind tur¬ 
bine, along with access 
track and infrastructure, 
is a nesting ground for 
many species - includ¬ 
ing the skylark - and 
would cause damage and 
habitat loss for a species 
in decline. 

This whole lovely 
area is also fortunate 
enough to have many 
other (declining) soaring 
birds, such as the pere¬ 
grine falcon, kite and 
kestrel, and according to 
the RSPB, there is a risk 
of collision (visit 
RSPB.org.uk - protect¬ 
ing wildlife sites). 


Nearby, on Ruthin 
common, the rare brown 
fritillary butterfly can 
also be found, only one 
of four sites in the UK. 

As a keen wildlife 
enthusiast myself, I 
would ask all local resi¬ 
dents to consider how 
lucky they are to live in 
such a wildlife-rich area 
and how they will feel if 
it changes. 

The proposed turbine 
does not sound very con¬ 
servation-friendly to me. 

Many people are still 
not aware of this plan¬ 
ning application. 

As a friend of mine 
pointed out: “If it is so 
large that it will be visi¬ 
ble to most of the Vale, 
why hasn’t the council 
made me aware of it? 

“I will certainly see it 
from my property, even 
though I do not live in St 
Mary Hill. ” 

I ask everyone to con¬ 
sider this - will you see 
it, and how detrimental 
is it to our beautiful (and 
rare) declining species? 
Mike Rees 
St Mary Hill 


Diabetes UK call 
for volunteers 


1 AM writing to 
let your readers 
know that 
Diabetes UK is 
looking for enthusi¬ 
astic volunteers to 
help co-ordinate a 
collection weekend 
at their local Tesco 
store later this year. 

Twenty four volun¬ 
teers are needed to sup¬ 
port the Big Collection 
weekend taking place at 
Bridgend’s Tesco Extra 
on Cowbridge Road on 
October 4, 5 and 6. 

The weekend aims to 
raise £400,000 to sup¬ 


port the three million 
people living with dia¬ 
betes in the UK and help 
find the 850,000 people 
who remain undiagnosed 
with Type 2 diabetes. 

Volunteers can select 
three hour shifts, run¬ 
ning from 9am until 6pm 
on October 4 and 5 and 
10am till 4pm on 
October 6. 

Visit 

www. diabetes, org. uk/big 
-collection or email 
Diabetes UK Cymru 
team by emailing 
wales @ diabetes, org. uk. 

Dai Williams 
Director of Diabetes 
UK Cymru 


Tree plan threat 
to our wildlife 


1 WAS pleased to 
see Coun 
Curtis’ recent 
letter (to The 
GEM) regarding 
the threat to our 
wildlife. 

This is a subject 
close to my heart; 
therefore, what a pity 
he did not speak out 
about the proposed 
destruction of approxi¬ 
mately 50 healthy trees 
in Boverton. 

These trees are home 
to an amazing number 
of species, both plants 
and animals. 

We currently have 
sparrowhawks nesting 
in there, alongside so 
many others - wood¬ 
peckers, jays etc. 


The area also has a 
river which is full of 
brown trout and eels, 
and every spring we 
have ducks returning to 
nest. 

In turn, of course, we 
have herons flying in to 
feed. What a beautiful 
sight. 

All this will be 
destroyed by the plan¬ 
ning department and the 
environment agency, in 
order for four houses to 
be built. 

Bearing in mind this 
is a flood plain, I am 
not a nimby, I am sim¬ 
ply trying to preserve 
the countryside for 
future generations. 
Jeananne Evans. 


PACT meetings 

OLDCASTLE 
PACT, at the Library, 
Brynteg Comprehensive 
School, on September 18 
at 6.30pm. 

LITCHARD and 
PENDRE PACT, at 
Litchard Mission (off 
Litchard Terrace) on 
September 23 at 6.30pm. 

BRACKLA PACT, at 
Brackla Junior School, 
Bridgend, on September 
26 at 6.30pm. 


MORFA TOWN PACT. 

at Penybont Primary 
School, Minerva Street, 
on August 12 at 6.30pm. 

NEWCASTLE 
PACT, at the Civic 
Offices, Angel Street, on 
August 22 at 6.30pm. 

BRYNTIRION, 
LALESTON and 

MERTHYR MAWR 
PACT at Laleston 
Gardening Club, 

Laleston, on September 
12 at 7pm. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL AUGUST 15) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

08 Thur 

08.11 

9.3 

20.22 

9.6 

09 Fri 

08.44 

9.4 

20.53 

9.6 

10 Sat 

09.16 

9.5 

21.31 

9.7 

11 Sun 

09.52 

9.2 

22.07 

9.4 

12 Mon 

10.28 

9.3 

22.45 

9.1 

13 Tues 

11.06 

8.9 

23.27 

8.7 

14 Wed 

11.54 

8.5 



15 Thur 

00.19 

8.4 

12.48 

8.2 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 


E-Mail contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenewsxo.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 7EL. 
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CHARITY SHOWGIRLS MAKE 
GRAND GESTURE AS FINAL 
CURTAIN COMES DOWN... 



Dr Alison Jones presented a cheque for ABOVE: A cheque for £1,000 was presented by 

£130 to Gill Gore of ‘Dreams and Wishes’. Linda Fletcher to Gary Banks of the Sandville. 


A PORTHCAWL-BASED group 
that staged charity shows at the 
Grand Pavilion, recently got 
together for a reunion and a 
final grand gesture. 

The group staged shows under the 
banner ‘ Show on a Shoestring’ over a 
10-year period, with the last show 
staged in 1997. 

Dr Alison Jones, a member of the 


group, said: “It has been 16 years 
since the last ‘Show on a Shoestring’ 
and we decided to have a reunion 
evening at Sandville Court. 

“After the last show, we had kept 
money back in preparation for the 
next show, but Shoestring had to dis¬ 
band. 

“We always supported Sandville 
and during the ‘ Show on a Shoestring’ 
years, we had donated approximately 


£40,000. We decided on one last dona¬ 
tion.” 

In fact, at the reunion night, two 
cheques were presented - one for 
£1,000 to Sandville and one for £130 
to the charity ‘Dreams and Wishes’ in 
memory of Macsen Giess. 

Macsen, a Porthcawl boy who tragi¬ 
cally died at the age of 11 from 
leukaemia, was a young ambassador 
for the charity. 


AM’s concerns over Nolton 
Street regeneration work 


SHADOW Welsh regeneration 
minister Byron Davies has asked 
for a meeting with BCBC chief 
executive Darren Mepham - to 
discuss problems connected with 
the latest phase of Bridgend town 
centre regeneration. 

Mr Davies has made the move following 
meetings with traders in the Nolton Street 
area where work is currently under way on 
widening pavements, narrowing the road 
and reversing the traffic flow. 

Mr Davies, a Welsh Conservative 
regional AM for south Wales west, met 
Freya Sykes and her husband Steve, who 
run a sweet-making business and sweet 
shop in the street. 

Mrs Sykes had contacted him after read¬ 
ing comments he had made about regenera¬ 
tion. She said that traders in Nolton Street 
are at the end of their tether because of a 
lack of consultation. 

She said: “There was a traders’ meeting 
called by the council the other week which 
had the work in Nolton Street on its agenda 
but nobody from the street was told about it 
or invited to attend. 

“How can we be ignored like this? It’s 
our livelihoods that are being affected.” 

Mrs Sykes said that Nolton Street was 
now a nightmare for pedestrians as they had 
to negotiate trenches and safety barriers. 

“One lady in a wheelchair was trapped as 
her wheels went into a rut,” she said. 
“There was also an incident in which a 
pram tipped over. People will just stop 
coming here.” 

Mrs Sykes said that some days, there is 
very little activity on the project. 

“We have counted just one workman 
here some days,” she said. “We want the 
work speeded up. The longer the disruption 
goes on, the more our businesses are affect¬ 
ed.” 

Mr Davies said he was shocked to hear 
that the finishing date for the work on 
Nolton Street is April 2014. 

He said: “I cannot believe that the coun¬ 
cil intends to take almost 12 months to 
carry out this relatively simple project. 

“I will be asking them to explain the 
time-scale and why they agreed such a long 
contract length if that is the case. It seems 
to me that the council should have insisted 
that the contractors were in and out of the 
town centre as quickly as possible.” 



Regional AM Byron Davies with Sam Marshall of 
Pink Butterfly and Freya and Steve Sykes. 


Mr Davies also met Sam Marshall of 
Pink Butterfly bridal shop, who said that 
there was almost no footfall now in the 
street. 

She said: “We used to get passers-by 
who would come in to buy shoes or jew¬ 
ellery they saw in the window. 

“We have now stopped selling these 
items because there is no passing trade. We 
concentrate entirely on bridal items as we 
are a destination wedding shop so people 
make a point of coming to us.” 

She said that in six years of trading in 
Bridgend, she had no idea that there was a 
town centre manager until recently. 

“I never once saw her or heard anything 
about it. There is no liaison and nobody is 
listening to what we are saying as traders. It 
is very frustrating.” 

Byron Davies said that he would also ask 
about what consultation the council carried 
out with traders, as too many of them are 
saying that no-one is listening. 

A spokesperson for BCBC responded: 
“The Nolton Street works form an impor¬ 
tant part of Bridgend’s ongoing multi-mil¬ 
lion pound regeneration scheme. 

“When completed, traders, shoppers, 
pedestrians and visitors will benefit from 
new on-street parking bays, wider pave¬ 
ments, improved pedestrian safety, attrac¬ 
tive landscaping, new street furniture and 
dedicated loading bays for local shops. 

“The one-way traffic system will make 
Nolton Street a key gateway into the heart 
of the town centre and make it easier for 
drivers to approach the Rhiw multi-storey 
car park by coming down Rhiw Hill. 

“The comments on lack of consultation 


is surprising as the town centre manager 
and other council officers went door to 
door and spoke extensively with Nolton 
Street traders last year when planning the 
scheme - and have detailed notes of all 
comments made. 

“We have taken account of traders’feed¬ 
back, especially in relation to the position¬ 
ing of on-street parking and loading bays 
and continue to enjoy a very constructive 
relationship with the Bridgend Traders 
Forum, who represent the interests of the 
town traders. 

“Regeneration work of this scale does 
bring inevitable disruption, but the end 
result will be a much safer, more accessible 
and attractive Bridgend. 

“We are pleased that shoppers continue 
to support their local traders and the mix of 
high street and independent retailers which 
the town has to offer, demonstrated by 
July’s 3.4per cent increase in Nolton Street 
footfall compared with the same time last 
year. 

“The Rhiw Shopping Centre also saw 
556,271 people through their doors in July, 
a 38per cent increase on June, so it’s pleas¬ 
ing more people are choosing to shop in 
Bridgend town centre. ” 

Steve Watkins, the chair of the Bridgend 
Traders’ Forum, told The GEM that Nolton 
Street was an important gateway into the 
town that needed to be improved, and said 
that when the work was completed, the 
traders there would benefit from the park¬ 
ing bays and drop off points. 

A date for a meeting between Mr Davies 
and Mr Mepham has been set for 
September. 


Porthcawl’s 
maritime centre 
project takes 
a step forward 


PLANS to put a 
landmark building 
alongside 
Porthcawl Harbour 
have taken a step 
forward with the 
appointment of a 
consultant who will 
carry out a feasi- 
bilty study. 

The building, 

described as a “multi¬ 
functional maritime cen¬ 
tre”, is the brainchild of 
Porthcawl Harbourside 
CIC, a community inter¬ 
est company formed 
jointly by Porthcawl Sea 
Cadets and The Welsh 
Surfing Federation. 

Plans for the building 
were unveiled a month 
ago and and were wel¬ 
comed by local residents 
who inspected them at 
an exhibition in the 
YMCA’s Y Centre in 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


Porthcawl. 

Now, a national com¬ 
pany ‘Wider Impact 
Consultancy Ltd’ (WIC) 
has now been appointed 
to carry out the viability 
study, which will be 
completed over the next 
three months. 

Announcing the 
appointment Mike 
Clarke, a director of 
Porthcawl Harbourside 
CIC, and the chair of 
Porthcawl Sea Cadets, 
said: “It is essential that 
the business model is 
built on a sound footing, 
is clear about its objec¬ 
tives and is financially 
sustainable in the future. 

“The board was very 
impressed with WIC 
Ltd’s presentation and in 
particular their grasp of 


what we are seeking to 
achieve for Porthcawl.” 

Wider Impact 

Consultancy Ltd’s direc¬ 
tor Edwin Lewis said 
that the company had 
worked on a number of 
projects, many linked to 
young people and “com¬ 
munity capacity build¬ 
ing” in the Bridgend 
area. 

He said: “There can 
be no doubt that this ini¬ 
tiative has the potential 
to make significant eco¬ 
nomic and social 
impact. 

“We are looking for¬ 
ward to carrying out 
close scrutiny of key 
issues such as finance, 
and most importantly 
listening to the views 
and opinions of stake¬ 
holders, which will 
involve wider communi¬ 
ty members.” 


Explore the dunes of 
Kenfig this summer 


KENFIG National 
Nature Reserve is 
hosting a free 
‘Dunetreka’ event 
on Sunday, August 
18, between 11am 
and 4pm to give 
families a fascinat¬ 
ing insight into the 
dunes and the local 
habitat. 

Budding conservation¬ 
ists can enjoy activities 
such as a reserve ‘safari’ 
tour, bird watching, moth 
tracking, guided walks, a 
treasure hunt and a dog 
agility challenge. 

There will also be 
story-telling and an 
opportunity to build and 
paint your own bird box. 
The free event is being 
organised by Bridgend 


Brace of 
wins for 
Get Home 
Now... 

BRIDGEND’S Gwyn 
Brace and his daugh¬ 
ter Jayne, who are the 
joint owners of Get 
Home Now, a five- 
year-old bay gelding, 
had plenty to smile 
about last week, when 
their horse romped 
home a 10-length win¬ 
ner at far flung 
Market Rasen. 

Get Home Now, a 3- 
1 favourite, and a win¬ 
ner at Uttoxeter earlier 
in the season, was rid¬ 
den by Tom O’Brien, 
and is trained in 
Pembrokeshire by 
Peter Bowen. 

BRIAN 

LEE 


County Borough 

Council’s countryside 
and tourism teams, work¬ 
ing with local conserva¬ 
tion groups. 

Coun David Sage, 
cabinet member for 
tourism, said: “This 
brand new event will 
highlight a unique stretch 
of our coastline which is 
a great place to spend 
some time. 

“It will raise aware¬ 
ness of what can be 
found at Kenfig National 


Nature Reserve and 
emphasise how impor¬ 
tant it is to conserve what 
is there for future genera¬ 
tions. 

“The event also aims 
to promote nature in gen¬ 
eral, and encourage fami¬ 
lies to enjoy the great 
outdoors throughout the 
wider county borough 
too.” 

To find out more about 
‘Dunetreka ’, telephone 
01656 786639 or visit 
www. b ridgendb ites. com. 


‘Love of Art’ 

goes on display 
in Porthcawl 


A ‘LOVE of Art’ 
exhibition at the 
Porthcawl Grand 
Pavilion Cafe Bar 
celebrates the work 
of four local people. 

Howell Davies who 
formed the Scribbles Art 
Group last year and 
organised the exhibition, 
is a decisive man, which 
shows in his very precise 
work. 

Jose Miles never went 
to art college, but his 
natural talent can be seen 


in the mix of water¬ 
colour, acrylic and oil. 

Ann Murphy original¬ 
ly worked through the 
medium of embroidery, 
her work can be found in 
the Y Centre, All Saints 
church and elsewhere. 
She now contents herself 
with poetry and the line 
drawings on display. 

Her husband John 
Murphy’s display is 
mixed media. Drawings 
created 23 years ago are 
complemented by has 
relief sculptures. 


:* 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 

01656 349 296 
01443 625 019 
02920 291 000 


timeforyou 

.co.uk 
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Kenfig Hill 
shop closes 
doors after 
38 years 


-r- : -T 

Pat Angell is shuting up shop at 
‘Stitchcraft’ after 38 years. 




f w 


AS we reported in last week’s 
GEM, it will be the end of an 
era in Kenfig Hill when Pat 
Angell closes the door on 
‘Stitchcraft’ - after 38 years. 

Pat ran the haberdashery, ladies 
clothing and mending shop, while her 
husband, Wyndham Angell, ran the 
butchers in Nottage, until his retire¬ 
ment a few years ago. 

Pat is part of Porthcawl history in 
that she and her daughter both per¬ 
formed on stage in the Grand Pavilion, 


appearing in shows such as the RAFA 
Show and ‘Show on a Shoesting’. (See 
story on page 1 and 3). 

In fact, costumes Pat made for these 
shows are still available to appropriate 
organisations, free of charge, and Pat 
can be contacted on 01656 740769. 

The shop’s contents, including shop 
fittings, are to be sold, and much of the 
‘new’ clothing dates back to the 1980s 
and would certainly appeal to collec¬ 
tors of period garments! 



ABOVE: Pat’s shop, as it was in the 1970s. 


SKIP HIRE LTD 
Mini, Midi &Large 


Yj 



Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 


Tipper Hire 
available 


Possibly the 
cheapest 
Skips in the Vale 


• Fast & Efficient 
Service 
•Friendly Staff 
•16 Yard & Roll 
On Roll off 
Skips available 
•95% of our waste 
is recycled 
•Highway 
permits 
arranged when 
required 


Midi 

Builders 

Maxi 

Builders 

Large 


Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


SOCIETY STAFF HELP TO BUILD UP 
CHARITY FUNDS FOR MACMILLAN 


STAFF at the 
Cowbridge branch 
of Yorkshire 
Building Society 
teamed up to com¬ 
plete an eight-mile 
walk to raise money 
for local people 
affected by cancer. 

They were Jo 
Williams, Hannah Lane, 
branch manager, Jon 
Tucker supported by 
Gareth Simpson, Dave 
Phillips, Neil Lane and 
Sam Williams. 

Mr Tucker said: 
“We’re really pleased 
that in doing the walk 
we have been able to 
help raise as much 
money as we have for 
Macmillan - thanks to 
the generosity of our 
customers and members 
of the public. 

“Although it was 
quite difficult because of 
the heat, it was great to 
be out and about in the 
area, walking alongside 
so many other people 
who all want to help 
such a fantastic cause. 

“ The whole team 
really enjoyed the walk, 
and we’re proud to sup¬ 
port such an important 
charity in our communi¬ 
ty.” 

Rebecca Parke, 
fundraising manager for 
Macmillan in 
Cowbridge, said: “Well 
done to everyone who 
took part in the walk and 
a huge thank you to all 
the customers who spon¬ 
sored the team’s efforts. 
Macmillan is almost 



entirely funded by dona- alk 


tions so every penny that 
the team raise really will 
help to make a differ¬ 
ence to the support we 
can provide to people 
affected by cancer. 

“Last year in the Vale, 
Macmillan provided 
almost £15,000 worth of 
grants to 53 people 
affected by cancer to 
support with additional 
costs, such as travel to 
and from hospital 
appointments. 

“It’s thanks to people 
fundraising, like the 
team at Yorkshire 
Building Society, that 
we are able to provide 
this support.” 

To organise your 
own Macmillan walk or 
for more information 
visit 

www. macmillan. org. uk/w 


In the picture are: Gareth Simpson, Dave Phillips, Neil Lane, 
Hannah Lane, Jonathan Tucker, Jo Williams, Sam Williams, 
and the Mayor of Cowbridge with Llanblethian, Coun Gwen Baty. 


Motorbike stolen 
in flat burglary 

POLICE in Bridgend are investigating the 
burglary of a flat on the Tudor Estate in 
Caerau, when a blue and white Yamaha 
PW50 motorcycle was stolen. 

The burglary took place between 6pm and 7.15pm 
on Sunday, July 28. Access was gained through a 
rear window and the motorbike was removed via the 
front door. The child-size motorcycle featured the 
number 166 on the fairing. 

Detective Constable Rebecca Merchant from 
Bridgend CID said: “The burglary was on Sunday 
evening and we are appealing for anyone who may 
have seen anything suspicious, who saw the small 
motorcycle being pushed away from the area. ” 
Anyone with information is asked to contact 
Detective Constable Rebecca Merchant at Bridgend 
CID on 101 or anonymously via Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111. 


Railway and heritage 
groups open up Garw 
Valley - with exhibition! 


ON July 27, the 
Garw Valley 
Heritage Society 
and The Garw 
Valley Railway 
group held an open 
exhibition. 

Local people enjoyed 
guided tours of the rail¬ 
way shed, situated in 
Old Station Yard, 
Pontycymmer, where 
volunteers showed off 
the trains, answered 
questions, and talked 
about their plans for the 
future of the railway. 

“We hope to restore 
passenger train services 
between Pontycymmer 
and Tondu within the 
next 10 years, and pos¬ 
sibly into Brynmenyn 
Industrial Estate, where 
a National Railway 
Centre could be devel¬ 
oped,” said Chris 
Adams of the Garw 
Valley Railway Group. 

The Garw Valley 
Heritage Society also 
held an exhibition inside 
the Garw Valley leisure 
centre, which is run by 
Halo Leisure. 

This included a pres¬ 
entation made up of rare 
photos of the valley, 
showing the changes of 


people, businesses and 
the landscape through 
the decades. 

“A brilliant insightful 
presentation made by 
the heritage group, who 
are obviously passionate 
about what they do, fas¬ 
cinating!” reported 
Connie Minifey, 
Pontycymer (business 
owner 1973-1990). 

Local businesses also 


supported the groups by 
providing stalls for the 
steady stream of visi¬ 
tors. 

For more information 
about the Garw Valley 
Railway or Heritage 
Societies see www. garw 
railway.co.uk or 
www. garwheritage. co. u 
k or telephone 01656 
870834. 


Green energy 
‘surge’ predicted 


BARRIE 
ROBERTS has 
been appointed 
renewable energy 
manager at 

Topstak, Vale-based 
specialists in renew¬ 
able energy solu¬ 
tions, wood burning 
stoves and kitchens. 

The appointment 
comes ahead of the 
domestic renewable heat 
incentive (RHI), des¬ 
tined for implementation 
in spring 2014. 

“The Government is 
introducing the scheme 


to provide longer-term 
financial support to 
households for the 
installation of renewable 
heating technologies, 
and is likely to lead to a 
surge in interest in the 
so-called green tech¬ 
nologies, in the way that 
the solar PV feed-in tar¬ 
iff created interest a few 
years ago,” Topstak 
director, Adam Pedersen, 
explained. 

Topstak covers a 
broad base of renewable 
energy systems, from 
solar PV and solar ther¬ 
mal, to bio-mass boilers. 


Who wants to build what and where? 


BCBC Parks - 59 Banc yrAllt, Bryntirion, 
Bridgend - Cut back branches overhang¬ 
ing rear garden to fence line. 

Mrs G Hegarty - Newcastle House, West 
Road, Bridgend - Carry out various works 
to horse chestnut tree. 

BCBC Parks - Wilderness lake, rear Gery 
Lyn, Porthcawl, Bridgend - Fell and 
remove five dead trees. 

BCBC Parks - Rear 14, 15 and 16 Sedd 
Goch, Brackla, Bridgend - Fell and 
remove six dead trees. 

Wales & West Housing - Land at 
Greyfriars Court, Coity Road, Bridgend - 
Fell one silver birch and one rowan tree. 
Wales & West Housing - Land at The 
Beeches, Quarella Road, Bridgend - Fell 
two horse chestnut trees. 

The Owner/occupier - 77 Ty Gwyn Drive, 
Brackla, Bridgend - Fell ash tree (retro¬ 
spective application). 

Leadbitter - Tandy Park, Terfyn, 
Ynysawdre - Move storage container from 
Ynysawdre School to Pandy Park. 

Mr Andrew Dixon - 29 Court Street, 
Maesteg, Bridgend - Demolish existing 


single storey extension and construct dou¬ 
ble storey extension. 

Mrs Elaine Griffiths - 55 Long Acre Drive, 
Porthcawl, Bridgend - Dormer extension 
to front eleveation. 

Cefn Cribbwr Athletic Club - Cae Gof 
playing field, Cefn Road, Cefn Cribwr, 
Bridgend - Deposit of sub-soil on unused 
strip of land and graded and seeded on 
completion. 

Dainton Group Services Ltd - Land at 
Coity Road sidings, Bridgend - Develop 
site for use as storage facility. 

Mrs Karen Davies - West Farm Stables, Ty 
Canol, Porthcawl, Bridgend - Part C/U 
from stabling/livery of horses to use for 
horses and educating disadvantaged chil¬ 
dren and livery. 

Mr A Mitchell -13 Clos Castell Newydd, 
Broadlands, Bridgend - Conversion of 
integral garage to granny annexe and erect 
two rear conservatories. 

Mr Carter - Plot 23, Porth y Castell (Parc 
Derwen) Coity, Bridgend - Proposed alter¬ 
ation of approved dwelling to include rear 
conservatory extension. 


Mr O Ladbrooke-Davies - 4/4A Nolton 
Street, Bridgend - Change of use of first 
floor offices (A2 Financial & Professional 
Services)/Bl to A3 (bar/restaurant/cafe). 
HD Ltd - Elder Mews off Elder Street, 
Bridgend - Proposed bin/plant store and 
boundary wall. 

Mr Rees - 52 St Illtyds Road, Cefn Glas, 
Bridgend - Extension to rear to provide 
kitchen/dining room and replace existing 
side extension. 

Mr M Platt - 13 Wernlys Road, Pen-y-Fai, 
Bridgend - First floor single storey side 
extension. 

Mr Owen -Plot 90, Carreg Erw, Parc 
Derwen, Coity, Bridgend - Alteration to 
approved dwelling to include rear conser¬ 
vatory. 

Channel Energy Limited - Atlantic Array 
Offshore Windfarm, Bristol Channel - 

240 wind turbine generators and associat¬ 
ed infrastructure, an installed capacity of 
1,200MW. 

Mrs Hasmi - 69 Priory Oak, Bracka - 

First floor front/side extension and canopy 
over front door. 
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SOCIETY’S PHOTO COMPETITION ENTRIES 
FEATURE IN GRAND PAVILION EXHIBITION 


AN EXHIBITION 
now running at the 
grand Pavilion 
highlights the work 
of local photogra¬ 
phers. 

The fourth annual 
Porthcawl Photographic 
Society competition took 
place recently and was 
open to all Welsh photo¬ 
graphic clubs and soci¬ 
eties. 

Some outstanding 
photographic prints were 
presented for judging by 
Les Loosemore ARPS, 
AWPF. 

The winner was Geoff 
Baker, with an image 
entitled ‘48 seconds at 
Ogmore’. 

The runner up was 
Glyn Edmunds with 
‘After the Rain on the 
Masai Mara’ and the 
‘Magical Sights Safaris’ 
Trophy went to Richard 
Craze for ‘The Blue 
Feather’. 

Les Loosemore, the 
judge, presented the tro¬ 
phies to the winners. 

All the photographs 
entered will form part of 
a much larger exhibition 
which opened at the 
Grand Pavilion on 
August 5 to the public 
and will run for a week. 



Richard Craze’s 
‘Blue Feather’. 



The winning entry, Geoff Baker’s ‘48 seconds at Ogmore’. 


ABOVE: Glyn Edmunds (right) 
with judge Les Loosemore. 


ABOVE: Richard 
Craze (right) receives 
his prize. 



ABOVE: 
Geoff Baker. 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE NEWS IN YOUR AREA 



COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HEX 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 

Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


Cymdeithas 
Cynnffig 
THE Kenfig 
Society is planning 
a visit for members 
to Llanblethian 
Castle, Cowbridge, 
on Tuesday, August 
20 . 

They will be depart¬ 
ing from the Pyle Life 
Centre at 6.30pm. The 
society have many 
interesting talks at their 
meetings and also visit 
places of interest. 

For details of these 
events and how to 
become a member, ring 
Linda Knight on 01656 
742623. 

Neighbourhood 

Watch 

GOOD news - the 
Pyle Neighbourhood 
Policing Team has 


increased to four since 
being joined by PCSO 
Kyle Maiden, straight 
out of training. 

Pyle NPT now has 
two teams consisting of 
PCSOs, Nerys Lloyd 
and Kyle Maiden in 
team one, and PCSOs 
Huw Tyler and Richard 
Hopkins in team two. 

Having two teams 
means that there will 
always be a PCSO on 
duty at some point dur¬ 
ing the day. 

On Saturday last 
week, a mobile police 
station was set up in the 
Co-op car park, Pyle, 
offering crime preven¬ 
tion advice and tips to 
the public, after a spate 
of vehicle crime in the 
area. 

They reported that 
two persons had been 
arrested and charged 


Savinas n/iaiss s&nss 



Reduce your 
overheads 
and save on 
business costs 


Ithelbusinesscentre 

flexible serviced offices 

Tel: 0800 634 9920 

enqulrie>@th«buiineH(entreonlin«.(o.uk 

www.ThoButinostCcntroOnline.co.uk 

CmH* Ho rn. Ce*l^ Icoi Son CAm*|v CT13 lMk 



PCSO Nerys Lloyd with rugby-playing 
6’7” Kyle Maiden. 


with six counts of theft; 
both are currently on 
remand. 

Parish news 

PYLE and Kenfig 
Mothers Union are 
putting on a cream tea 
in the Parish Hall, 
Pyle, tomorrow 
(Friday, August 9) at 
3.30pm. Tickets are £3 
and all money is in aid 
of Mothers Union 
Projects. 

There will be an 
organ recital by Juan 
Paradel (organist of the 
Sistine Chapel in 
Rome) at 4pm on 
Sunday, August 11 in 
Margam Abbey. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Everyone is invited 
to ‘national Back to 
Church Sunday’ at St 
Magdalene Church, 
Maudlam, at 9.30am 
and St James’ Church, 
Pyle, at 11am on 
Sunday, September 15. 

Wellbeing 

Centre 

INCLUDED in activi¬ 
ties being held by the 
Mental Health 
Matters at the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Prince Road, Kenfig 
Hill, on August 14 will 
be a talk by Paul 
Mizen, SWALEC, 
from 1pm to 4pm; arts 
and crafts from 2pm 
to 4pm; and the read¬ 
ing group from 3pm to 
4pm. It will be a great 
social afternoon. All 
are welcome. 


Read your 
GEM online 

bridgend- 

todag.co.uk 



Glyn Edmunds ’ Masai Mara photograph. 


FREE LEGAL ADVICE 
FROM HUGH JAMES 



Stephen Webber will be in your local area to talk about 

• Medical negligence datrm eiduding missed fractures, birth injuries, 
cerebral palsy, mis-diagnosis and surgical complications 

• Work place injuries including factory, construction, agricultural, 
falling from height and fatal accidents 

• Industrial illness including asbestos exposure, crystalline silica 
exposure, mesothelioma, lung cancer, respiratory disease and 
deafness 

Steve will be at Brackla Community Centre, Oaktree Surgery, 
Whitethorn Drive, Brackla, Bridgend, CF31 2PG on the date listed 
below 

Tuesday 13 August 10am - 7pm 

No appointment is necessary, we can also arrange free 
telephone consultations and home visits. Contact: 


Stephen Webber 
T 0800 0938240 

E Stephen webberfaihughjames.com 
W www.hughjames.com/bridgend 


♦ 

HUGH JAMES 
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CARDIFF CROWN COURT ROUND-UP by AJ SICLUNA 


Jail for burglar who 
‘ransacked every 
room’ of family home 


Local walkers’ delight 
as walls along coastal 
pathway are repaired 


A HOUSEHOLD¬ 
ER was “horrified” 
when she returned 
to her family home 
and found it had 
been burgled. 

Adam Jones, 28, of 
Treharne Road, Barry, 
ransacked every single 
room, said prosecutor 
Tony Trigg. 

Jones, a father of two, 
pleaded guilty to charges 
of burglary and fraud 
and was jailed for a total 


of 18 months. 

Mr Trigg said that on 
May 10, Jones raided the 
Morel Street, Barry, 
home of Mrs Georgina 
James. 

“She was absolutely 
horrified to find the 
house was totally ran¬ 
sacked. Every room had 
been affected,” he said. 

Jones had got in by 
forcing a kitchen win¬ 
dow and had taken elec¬ 
trical items and watches 
of sentimental value; 


one worth £350. 

“Later that day, he 
went to a shop in Holton 
Road and tried to sell 
some of the property, but 
a sales assistant had 
been tipped off about the 
burglary and realised the 
property was stolen,” he 
added. 

A footprint at the 
scene was identified as 
that of Jones and he was 
later arrested. Some of 
the stolen property was 
recovered. 


CCTV spotted man 
with kitchen knife 


AN alert CCTV operator spotted that the defendant was holding a large 
a man carrying a weapon late at kitchen knife and appeared agitated. 

night in a town centre, Cardiff 
Crown Court has heard. 


The police were alerted and went to 
a flat in Holton Road, where Duffield 


Nathan Duffield, 23, of Fairford had gone, and recovered the knife. He 


Street, Barry, pleaded guilty to pos¬ 
sessing a bladed article, 
knife, in a public place. 


had a small amount of cannabis, for 
a kitchen which he was later cautioned. 

Mr Hughes said he admitted having 


He was jailed for 32 weeks, the sen- the kni f e and explained it was for self- 
fence suspended for a year and ordered defence M the dme he wm • to 
to carry out 150 hours unpaid work. 

Judge Philip Richards told him: 

“You committed a very serious act, 
having possession of a fearsome 
weapon. Clearly, it calls for a custodi¬ 
al sentence, which usually has to be 
immediate. ” 

Prosecutor Hywel Hughes said that 


buy cannabis. 

His counsel Claire Pickthall said: 
“He cannot explain how ashamed he 
is. He is devastated at his foolishness. 

“He has let down his partner, his 
children and his parents. ” 

She said the offence was out of char- 


on June 4 at about 23.48pm, a CCTV aC f er and h e h ad genuinely learnt a 
operator spotted Duffield, who was i esson 

At the time, for the first time for 
three years, he was going to buy 
of them lunged 1 at Duffield and they cannabis and had been drinking. He 
appeared to argue. One of the group was ordered to pay a victim surcharge 
brandished a hammer. Mr Hughes said of £100. 


hooded, with another person, near 
Bassett Street, Barry.. 

Two other people turned up and one 


Man fired 
6 scare 9 his 

A man who fired an air rifle in 
the street after a row with his 
girlfriend, has been jailed for 
21 months at Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Lee Vaughan (44) of Littlemore 
Hill, Barry, pleaded guilty to possess¬ 
ing a firearm with intent to cause fear 
and alarm, and possessing cannabis. 

Prosecutor Gareth James said the 
firearms offence came to light as a 
result of a CCTV operator spotting 
him in the Littlemore Hill area. 

The operator spotted Vaughan com¬ 
ing into the picture and discharging an 
air rifle. 

At the time, Vaughan was in a rela¬ 
tionship with Jessica Martell, but it 
had broken down as far as he was con¬ 
cerned. 

He went to his address, and told her 
to leave. As she walked away, she 
heard a whistling sound and when she 
turned, she saw Vaughan lowering a 
gun. 

He had fired one pellet, not directly 
at her. 

He later said he had fired the gun to 
scare Miss Martell and make her 
leave. 

She later said: “I decided to go, 
because he was not happy with me 
being there.” 

The police were later alerted and 
Vaughan volunteered to hand over the 
weapon. He also had on him cannabis 
worth £20. 

He said he had told the police: “I 
came to the conclusion she was not 
getting the message,” and took the gun 


airgun to 
girlfriend 

to frighten her. 

He was said to have convictions for 
10 offences, including wounding with 
intent, for which he received seven 
years in a young offender institution. 

His barrister, Kevin Seal, said: 
“Using that gun was stupid more than 
anything.” 

There had been problems with the 
relationship which is now back on 
track. 

“I have to concede that what he did 
passes the custody threshhold. Lor 
many years, he has had problems with 
drink. 

“He is the primary carer for his 
father.” 

Judge Tom Crowther QC said using 
the gun in a public place was particu¬ 
larly serious. 

There was a single shot, not direct¬ 
ly at Miss Martell, and there was no 
traffic or bystanders in the area at the 
time. 

The Judge ordered the weapon to be 
destroyed. Vaughan was also ordered 
to pay a victim surcharge of £100. 


IN BRIEF 

Lib-Dem surgery 

WELSH Lib-Dem AM for south 
Wales west, Peter Black, will be 
holding a surgery this Friday 
(August 9) in Pyle Life Centre from 
2pm to 3pm. No appointment is 
necessary. 

Garden party 

ST James Church, Wick, will hold a 
garden party, on August 24 at 
Green Isaf Farm, Wick at 2pm. 


In a statement, Mrs 
James said: “My house 
was turned upside 
down”. 

She said she was 
frightened of being in 
the house and was para¬ 
noid when she saw peo¬ 
ple in the street. Jones, 
the court heard, had con¬ 
victions for 55 offences, 
including violence and 
burglary. 

Solicitor Adam 
Sharpe said: “At the 
time, he was injecting 
methadrone in large 
quantities and his recol¬ 
lection of what hap¬ 
pened is not good. His 
mind was not all there.” 

He said that eight of 
the 17 items taken were 
recovered and the house 
was not specifically tar¬ 
geted. 

“It was all very unso¬ 
phisticated and it was 
inevitable he was going 
to be detected. There 
was a period when, for 
five-and-a-half years, he 
didn’t offend. He is the 
first to acknowledge that 
his position is precari¬ 
ous.” 

The court heard that 
he was also in breach of 
a community order for 
aggravated vehicle tak¬ 
ing. 

Judge Philip Richards 
told him “This was a 
serious burglary and 
there was a significant 
degree of loss, both sen¬ 
timental and economic.” 

He said there was 
now a feeling of unease 
for the family which had 
suffered trauma. 


AN Ogmore-by-Sea 
resident has 
thanked the Vale 
Council for ensur¬ 
ing that repairs 
have taken place to 
walls along the 
coastal walk. 

Mr Robin Eggleston, 
a keen local walker, told 
The GEM that some¬ 
time ago, breaches in 
the walls enclosing 
fields had been recti¬ 
fied, but over time new 
gaps had opened up. 

He explained: “About 
12 years ago, a builder 
came with Land Rover, 
trailer and building 
materials and rebuilt 
various stone walls 
alongside the Ogmore- 
by-Sea coastal path. 

“He told me that the 
walls were damaged by 
sheep jumping over 
them and needed quite 
regular maintenance. 

“The southernmost 
wall is about 250 metres 
long, and separates the 
coastal path from the 
bottoms of three fields. 

“Over the years, five 
breaches have devel¬ 
oped in this southern 
wall, and these became 
progressively more 
unsightly, as well as 
causing loose stones to 
inconvenience walkers.” 

Mr Eggleston con¬ 
tacted the Vale’s MP to 
see if he could help. 

“In December, 2012, 

I wrote to Alun Cairns. 
He replied that as our 
councillor was on com¬ 
passionate leave, he 
would speak to the 



ABOVE: A local walker admiring a repair to the wall. 



A gate had to be placed across one of the breaches in the wall. 

leader of the Vale 
Council about it him¬ 
self. 

“What a delight to 
find that the wall has 
now been repaired - and 
so well! 

“We local walkers 
would like it known that 
we appreciate the work 
of Mr. Cairns, the Vale 
Council and the crafts¬ 
man who made this wall 
so good.” 


Can you give Romeo and 
Juliet a happy ending? 


STAFF at Dogs Trust 
Bridgend are hoping to find a 
happy ending for their own 
real life Romeo and Juliet, who 
have fallen in love at the 
Rehoming Centre in Bridgend. 

Sebastian and Meg (pictured right) 
were handed in separately, and have 
been inseparable ever since. 

They are hoping someone will fall 
in love with them both and give them 
a home together. 

Before Sebastian met Meg, he suf¬ 
fered from severe separation anxiety; 
despite being very gentle and loving, 
he was a withdrawn, nervous dog 
with little appetite. 

Staff gave him extra TLC and 
introduced him to plenty of potential 
kennel mates, but nothing could help 
him find any enjoyment in life until he 
met Meg. 

He spent six months waiting for a 
home; when introduced to six-year- 
old Lurcher Meg, she seemed to know 
immediately that he needed her help 
and would pull towards him and rub 
her face on his. 

Staff decided to kennel them 
together and the change was incredi¬ 
ble - Sebastian became a different 
dog, he developed a huge appetite for 
food and for life and began to play all 
the time, though always with a paw 
on Meg for reassurance. 

Dogs Trust Bridgend Rehoming 
Centre manager Beverly Price said: 

“During the past 20 years at the 
Rehoming Centre, I have never seen 
such a strong bond between two dogs. 



It is heart-warming to see how 
Sebastian has changed since Meg 
came into his life. 

“He has grown so much in person¬ 
ality and has become a happy confi¬ 
dent dog, who would make a fantastic 
pet in a patient, adult home prepared 
to nurture two gentle, loving 
Lurchers. 

“It can be a little harder to find 
homes for pairs of dogs but it is clear 
that now this inseparable pair are 
soul mates and we are keen to find 
them a loving home together. ” 

Anyone interested in rehoming Seb 
and Meg, can call Dogs Trust 
Bridgend on 01656 725 219 or visit 
www. dogstrust. org. uk. 

Dogs Trust Bridgend has dogs of 
all shapes and sizes looking for 
homes and, when matching dogs with 
new owners, staff will consider a 
wide range of homes and circum¬ 
stances providing that they will fit the 
requirements of the dog and provide 
them with a loving lasting home. 


The GEM is in partnership 
with the Dog’s Trust to find 
good homes for dogs at the 
Bridgend Rehoming Centre 

(Telephone: 01656 725219) 


BOLT AND RIO 
NEED YOU! 



Bolt 

BOLT is a two- 
year-old greyhound 
who has had a dif¬ 
ficult start in life, 
and is still getting 
over some harsh 
handling. 

Despite this he is a 
lovely dog to those that 
know him. He enjoys 
his exercise, and a good 
sprint off lead. 

He loves his toys, and 
we have really enjoyed 
seeing his cheeky and 
playful nature shine 
through during his time 
with us. 

Rio 

Rio is a two-year-old 
terrier cross - a crack¬ 
ing little dog with a big 
personality. 


Rio is bright and 
active, and he is very 
quick to learn and 
would make a fantastic 
agility dog. He really 
enjoys the company of 
other dogs, and would 
like to find a home with 
some canine friends to 
help him settle in. 

He is housetrained, 
and can be left with 
other dogs for a few 
hours. 

He is looking for an 
owner with experience 
of terriers, who will 
carry on with his 
reward-based training. 

Linda Feagan 
(Supporter 
Relations Officer 
Dogs Trust 
Bridgend) 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

bridgend-today. co.uk 
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Petition to save Porthcawl and Kenfig 
Hill fire stations gets 2,000 signatories 


A C A M PA IG Nr 
opposing plans to| 
close the fire sta¬ 
tions in Porthcawl 
and Kenfig Hill is 
gathering pace. 

Last Saturday (August 
3) members of the Fire 
Brigades Union were at 
the bandstand in John 
Street, Porthcawl, 
launching a petition to 
oppose the scheme - 
which will see a brand 
new station built between 
the communities, in 
South Comelly. 

At the moment, 
Porthcawl and Kenfig 
Hill each has a fire appli¬ 
ance crewed 24/7. The 
new station would have 
only one appliance, so 
only half of the part time 
(retained) firefighters 
who are currently 
employed at the two sta¬ 
tions would be required. 

Mark Watt, the Fire 
Brigade Union secretary 
for south Wales, told The 
GEM that while the 
union had accepted sev¬ 
eral cost-saving meas¬ 
ures in recent years, they 
could see no logic in this 
option. 

He said: “The cost of 
building a new station is 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


Design 
a new 
library 
card 

BRIDGEND 
library and infor¬ 
mation service is 
calling on the coun¬ 
ty borough’s bud¬ 
ding artists to enter 
a competition to 
design its new 
membership cards. 

The service is 
revamping its adults’ and 
children’s library cards 
as part of its modernisa¬ 
tion programme to mark 
the opening of the new 
Bridgend library at 
Bridgend Recreation 
Centre later this year. 

The competition, 
which is aimed at ama¬ 
teur artists of all ages 
and abilities, has no set 
design brief. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
cabinet member for 
wellbeing, said: “What a 
novel idea to give local 
people the opportunity to 
design the new member¬ 
ship cards. There is plen¬ 
ty of creative talent in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, so there’s no 
doubt that reams of 
exceptional entries will 
come in. 

“The winning design¬ 
ers of both the adults 
and children’s member¬ 
ship cards will each win 
an Amazon voucher, so 
not only will their design 
be in hundreds of library 
members’ pockets, but 
their pockets will bene¬ 
fit, too!” 

Contact email 
blis@ bridgend. gov. uk. 


about £2.5 million, and 
closing the two stations 
would only bring about a 
saving of £187,000 in 
running costs. 

“It would take years to 
start saving money at that 
rate, and in the mean¬ 
time, fire cover in both 
Porthcawl and Kenfig 
Hill would be reduced.” 

He said that at the 
moment, if there was a 
crash on the M4, 
Porthcawl rarely had to 
respond, meaning that 
cover in the area was 
maintained. 

However, the South 
Cornelly fire engine 
would be very likely to 
be called to M4 inci¬ 
dents, leaving Porthcawl 
and Kenfig Hill without 
cover.” 

The Welsh 

Conservative Regional 
AM Suzy Davies is back¬ 
ing the campaign to keep 
the fire station in 
Porthcawl. 

She was at the sta¬ 
tion’s event in John 
Street on Saturday, and 
also distributed petitions 
in the nearby villages. 

She told The GEM 
that the only way the Fire 
Service could make sig¬ 
nificant savings was 
through selling the land 
at Porthcawl and Kenfig 
Hill. 

She pointed out that 
the ambulance service 
share the Porthcawl town 
centre site with the fire 
service, and said that she 
feared that all the land 
would be sold, with the 
ambulance going to 
South Comelly as well. 

She said: “To hear that 
Porthcawl may possibly 
be hit by a double wham¬ 
my of losing not only its 
fire station but also its 
ambulance station is very 
worrying. Porthcawl 
needs both services in 


situ. There is a high con¬ 
centration of nursing and 
residential homes for the 
elderly in the town - cre¬ 
ating a risk which 
requires both ambulance 
and fire cover. 

“Porthcawl also has 
the highest proportion of 
people of retirement age 
and over in the borough - 
which again means more 
demand for ambulance 
services. 

“As far as fire cover is 
concerned, I have already 
highlighted the extra 
risks involved with hav¬ 
ing one of Europe’s 
largest caravan sites in 
the town, plus the large 
number of hotels, guest 
houses, flats and houses 
of multiple occupation, 
which pose a great risk to 
life in a fire.” 

Coun Sean Aspey, 
who represents 

Porthcawl as an inde¬ 
pendent on the borough 
and town council, is also 
opposed to the plan. 

He told The GEM: “It 
will be a tragedy for the 
town if the fire station is 
moved. 

“Porthcawl has 11,000 
properties and 4,000 car¬ 
avans, and in the summer 
the population increases 
- as does the traffic. 
Getting in and out of 
Porthcawl can be a real 
problem, and South 
Comelly is too far away. 

“Porthcawl has had a 
fire station ever since the 
1800s, and changing that 
now could lead to serious 
trouble.” 

Mark Watt said that 
the summer population in 
Porthcawl contained a 
high number of people 
who were drinking dur¬ 
ing the day and evening - 
because they were on 
holiday - and with that 
came a greater risk of 
accidental domestic fires. 


The Fire Service has 
said that the number of 
call-outs to fires in 
Porthcawl and Kenfig 
Hill have dropped 
markedly in recent years. 

However, Suzy Davies 
said: “I stmggle to see 
how it is viable to replace 
these stations with one at 
Cornelly. Fire fighters 
don’t just put out fires. 

“Call outs to incidents 
other than fires are on the 
rise and basing a decision 
on the number of fire 
call-outs is making a 
decision on half a story. 

“Porthcawl is a sea¬ 
side resort and I know 
myself how slow the traf¬ 
fic can be on fine sum¬ 
mer days. 

“How will a fire 
engine based in Cornelly 
actually get into the 
town, not to mention the 
fact that half its crew 
may have had to travel 
out of Porthcawl in the 
first place to get to the 
new station? 

“They would have to 
do this in under five min¬ 
utes, only to take the 
engine all the way back 
into town! The vast 
majority of calls attended 
by the Porthcawl crew 
are within the town lim¬ 
its.” 

“I will be lodging 
objections to the propos¬ 
al under the consultation, 
which ends on 
September 6, and I would 
urge people in both 
Porthcawl and Kenfig 
Hill to do the same.” 

Mark Watt said that 
the petition, which was 
only launched a few days 
before, had already 
passed the 2,000-signa¬ 
ture mark. It is being 
made available in shops 
throughout the area. 


Local courses lined 
up for Seniors’ Open 


THREE of Wales 
leading links courses - 
Ashburnham Golf 
Club, Pyle and Kenfig 
Golf Club and 
Southerndown Golf 
Club - have been 
announced as host 
venues for the 
Monday qualifying 
event prior to The 
2014 Senior Open 
Championship, pre¬ 
sented by Rolex, at 
Royal Porthcawl next 
year (July 24-27). 

After a record number 
of entrants in 2013, it is 
expected that more than 
300 golfers will compete 
in the qualifying event on 
Monday July 21, hoping 
to earn a place in Wales’ 
first major champi¬ 
onship. 

They will be vying for 
approximately 30 spots 
in the field for the Senior 
Open Championship, and 
the chance to play along¬ 
side some of the game’s 
all-time greats, such as 
2012 champion Fred 
Couples, Bernhard 


Langer and home 
favourite Ian Woosnam. 

Pyle and Kenfig Golf 
Club hosted the Senior 
Ladies British Open 
Amateur Championship 
in 2009 and has twice 
assisted with the stroke 
play rounds of the 
Amateur Championship. 

Southerndown Golf 
Club was created by a 
number of leading archi¬ 
tects, including Willie 
Femie, Herbert Fowler, 
Willie Park, Harry Colt 
and Donald Steel. 

It hosted the Martini 
International in 1968, 
won by home favourite 


Brian Huggett, as well as 
the Piccadilly Medal in 
1970 and 1971. 

Wales’ First Minister, 
Carwyn Jones said: “We 
have already proven that 
we can host top quality 
international golf events 
here in Wales, and con¬ 
tinue to work tirelessly to 
capitalise on the profile 
we have gained from 
this. 

“The fact that these 
three links courses will 
host the qualifying 
events shows our reputa¬ 
tion as a golfing nation 
continues to go from 
strength to strength.” 


Hospital thanked 

I WAS a patient at the Princess of Wales 
hospital, Bridgend, for 10 days earlier this 
year. 

I was very well looked after and was not asked 
if I had insurance or required to pay. 

Unlike other countries in the news, I did not 
have to walk for three days to get to hospital. 
Everything was free. 

Thank heavens for our nurses, doctors and all 
the other staff. 

JOAN WHITTON, Cowbridge 



Borough councillors Ken Watts (left) and Sean Aspey (second right) joined Suzy Davies 
AM when the Fire Brigades Union launched its petition in Porthcawl. 
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Pen-y-Fai under-12s camp in celebration mood! 



ABOVE: 

Pen-y-Fai under-12s, coaches 
and parents. 


barry-today.co.uk 
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llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


The GEM 


News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


THE Pen-y-Fai under-12 football team have 
celebrated the end of their first season of com¬ 
petition in the Bridgend Junior League. 

The boys, who finished in third place after scoring 
an impressive 28 goals during their final two games 
in the space of three days, enjoyed two special 
events organised by coaches and parents. 

They played a game against their coaches and par¬ 
ents at Archbishop Comprehensive School, the par¬ 
ents running out unlikely winners in a close match 
on the school’s 3G pitch. 

This was followed by a fun presentation evening 
held at The Great Western Railway Club in 
Bridgend. After the speeches, local poet and author 
Mike Church entertained the boys and parents with 
jokes, juggling and poetry. 

At the end of the evening, the boys were present¬ 
ed with trophies and new drill tops. 

Coaches Hew, Toby and Barry said they have 
been “really impressed” with the boys’ commitment 
and attitude. They believe the team are the most 
improved in the Bridgend league and everyone is 
looking forward to the new season. 

DIANA APPERLEY 



Co 


C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 




WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 

Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel 
Boiler Installations. 
Please take advantage 
of our Free Survey 



»» **,. 


Worcester Bosch Group Guarantee 


AGA & RAYBURN 

Installation, Service 
and Breakdown 
Servicing from £80 


VISIT OUR WAREHOUSE FOR 
ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING " 

AND DRAINAGE SUPPLIES EauS 6 " 

or call Frank our stores manager on 01446 772292 ' 


Visit our website: www.csboxall.co.uk 


f EA 

^^9^Val^Busines^Park^lando^^Ni^owbridge^F7^7P^^ 


Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 



Claire helping to highlight 
swimming dangers to young 


A BUSY HR man¬ 
ager has dedicated 
her spare time to 
teaching life-saving 
skills to young chil¬ 
dren - as part of 
an initiative to 
improve safety in 
swimming. 

Throughout the year, 
Claire Thomas, along 
with other coaches, 
helps 7 to 13 year olds 
at Llantwit Major SLSC 
(Surf Life-Saving Club) 
to improve their water 
survival skills, teaching 
them lifeguard tech¬ 
niques designed to 
reduce water accident 
rates. 

According to the 
Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents, 
young children are more 
likely to drown in rivers 
and beaches than in 
baths at home. 

Drowning is mainly 
caused by lack of 
awareness of water dan¬ 
gers, as well as lacking 
swimming skills. 

Keen to improve 
children’s knowledge of 
swimming dangers, 
Claire is one of the 
longest serving volun¬ 
tary coaches at Llantwit 
Major SLSC, a volun¬ 
tary club affiliated to 
the Surf Life Saving 
Association Wales 
(SLSAW). Along with 
other club members, 
they patrol the beach at 
weekends between May 


and mid-September. 

Having been 
involved with the club 
since she was a teenag¬ 
er, Claire (42) provides 
knowledge for life-sav¬ 
ing skills at annual 
national Nipper camp 
courses run by the 
SLSAW, one of which 
took place recently at 
Atlantic College, St 
Donat’s Castle. 

Participants, includ¬ 
ing 260 children from 
associated SLSAW 
clubs, were able to prac¬ 
tice life-saving skills, 
from beach and water 
safety, first aid, basic 
life support skills, in 
addition to taking part 
in outdoor games, fit¬ 
ness and swimming. 

With support from 
other SLSAW volunteer 
coaches, they are taught 
to ensure they reach the 
necessary standard and 
all young people com¬ 
pleting the course were 
awarded a certificate 
marking their achieve¬ 
ment. 

Sponsored by 
Waterstone Homes, the 
event celebrated the 
club’s 50-year anniver¬ 
sary, with 50 children 
from Llantwit Major 
SLSC attending the 
camp. 

This month, they will 
be sending a team of 
Nippers, juniors, seniors 
and masters to compete 
in the SLSGB National 
Sport Surf 


Championships in 
Saunton Sands, Devon. 

Mother of two, 

Claire, along with her 
husband Phillip, also a 
coach, are keen to get 
their own children 
involved. They have 
enrolled their eight- 
year-old son, Iwan, who 
is in his second year of 
Nippers - while their 
13-year-old daughter, 
Cerys, is in her final 
year before moving 
onto the junior section. 

Claire, HR manager 
at Waterstone Homes, 
stressed that it is impor¬ 
tant for children to learn 
about swimming safely 
and being prepared to 
help others. 

She said: “I am proud 
to be a key part of 
Llantwit Major SLSC, 
as I feel it is very 
important for children 
to learn about beach 
safety and swimming 
safely from a young 
age. I have been doing 


this since I was very 
young and I happily 
spend my spare time 
supporting activities 
that promote safety in 
the community. 

“The club are very 
grateful to Waterstone 
Homes for sponsoring 
our most recent event, 
which has encouraged 
lots of young people to 
learn important water 
survival skills and gen¬ 
eral beach safety. 

“Beaches such as 
Llantwit Major and 
Barry Island have very 
strong currents and chil¬ 
dren have to be strong 
swimmers to be safe. 

“Courses such as 
these, and basic aware¬ 
ness, can go a long way 
towards saving lives, 
and I urge more people 
in their local area to get 
involved in a lifesaving 
club near them, whatev¬ 
er their age.” 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and small items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 



ABOVE: Pupils at Brynteg Comprehensive SchooL. (See story below). Left to right: 
Ocean Hughes, Kate Keohane, Jonathan Evans, Mamoon Ahmed and Matthew Bird. 


Bridgend 
Food Bank 
I HEAR that the 
Food Bank has 
again had a large 
increase in unfor¬ 
tunate people 
struggling to feed 
themselves. 

In April and May, it 
supplied 1,346 people, 
made up of 918 adults 
and 428 children - a 
frightening increase of 
144 per cent. 

If you wish to volun¬ 
teer to help or make 
donation, telephone 
01656 858713, or e- 
mail bridgendfood 
bank@aol.com. 

Home-Start 

Bridgend 

THIS charity supports 
parents with young 
children who are 
struggling to provide 
adequate support to 
their offspring - for a 
number of reasons, 
such as illness, injury, 
disability, mental 
health, bereavement or 
relationship problems. 

It is looking for car¬ 
ing volunteers who have 
parental experience to 
work with families. 

Call Home-Start on 
01656 668111, or e-mail 
homestart 

bridge @ btconnect.com. 

Cream tea 

ST BRIDE’S Church, 
Llansantffraid, will 
hold a cream tea on 
Saturday, August 10, 
at 2.30pm; £4 per per¬ 
son. 

Legion service 

THE Royal British 
Legion, Maesteg, is 
organising a service 
for the dedication and 
opening of a garden of 
remembrance in the 
grounds of St David’s 
Church, Maesteg, at 
11am next Saturday, 
August 10. 

With the Rev 
Geraldine Blyth con¬ 
ducting, the service it is 
expected to last for 30 
minutes. Everyone is 
welcome to come along 
and show their respects 
to those who paid the 
ultimate price in fight¬ 
ing for the freedom of 
the nation. 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Ladies choir 

COR Merched Cwm 
Llynfi (Maesteg Ladies 
Choir) is holding its 
annual concert in 
Maesteg town hall on 
September 20 under 
musical director Paul 
Deenik-Bradley, with 
accompanist Laura 
Smith. 

Paul has also been 
appointed musical 
director of the Ynysbwl 
Ladies and Caerphilly 
Male Voice choirs. 

The Maesteg choir 
rehearses in Celtic 
Rugby Football Club, 
Garth, on Wednesday 
evenings from 7pm to 
9pm, and new members 
are welcome. 

Church 

concert 

ST MICHAEL’S and 
All Angels Church, 
Maesteg, will hold a 
concert on September 
12 at 7pm. Music will 
be provided by the 
Bridgend ‘Big Band’. 

Mixed voice choir 
Noteworthy, which does 
so much for charity, will 
be performing from its 
large repertoire and the 
soloist for the evening 
is well- known soprano 
Sally Ann Kingsbury. 
BBC presenter Rebecca 
John is the compere. 

Tickets are £6 and £5 
(with concessions), and 
all money raised goes 
towards the church 
restoration fund. 

MENSA test 

A GROUP of pupils 
from Brynteg 
Comprehensive School 
were recently invited 
to take the MENSA 
High IQ test. 

Membership into 
MENSA is offered to 
anyone achieving a 
score in the top two per 
cent of the population. 


Sixteen pupils award¬ 
ed entry into the society, 
joining the 22 members 
who were accepted into 
MENSA last year. 

Horeb Chapel 

THE chapel members 
are organising an 
interesting event 
tomorrow (August 9) 
from 4.30pm to 
6.30pm for children 
aged five to 11. 

It will be holding a 
holiday Bible club with 
a difference; the chil¬ 
dren will be encouraged 
to become junior secret 
agents engaged on a 
special mission to dis¬ 
cover clues about the 
King of Kings. 

The children will also 
enjoy crafts and games 
prizes at the Nantymoel 
chapel. 


Glynogwr 

Show 

THIS year, Glynogwr 
show is being held in 
Hughes Field below 
Pwyllyfelin Farm, and 
the entrance is at the 
White bridge on 
A4093 Gilfach to 
Blackmill Road on 
Saturday (August 10). 

The show starts at 
11am and there will be 
a variety of events and 
displays. 

Included will be 
gymkhana and horse 
show jumping, dog and 
horticulture shows. 

There will also be 
arts and crafts displays, 
children’s section, home 
produce and a number 
of stalls representing 
local organisations. 


Equality Forum hits at 
disability benefits ‘myths’ 


RIGHT: 
Bridgend 
Equality 
Forum 
shows off 
the new 
disability 
benefits 
myth- 
busting 
leaflet. 


A ‘MYTH-BUST¬ 
ING’ leaflet which 
sets the record 
straight on com¬ 
mon misconcep¬ 
tions about people 
claiming disability 
benefits, is being 
backed by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC). 

The Bridgend 
Equality Forum leaflet 
includes a range of real- 
life stories of disabled 
people living in the 
county borough who 
claim disability bene¬ 
fits. 

In a bid to fight 
‘scrounger-style’ criti¬ 
cisms, it explains why 
people receive these 
benefits, what they need 
to spend them on, and 
how being disabled can 
make everyday life 
more expensive. 

The council’s deputy 
Leader, Coun David 
Sage, who is also the 
council’s equalities 
champion and chair of 
Bridgend Equalities 
Forum, said: “You often 
hear people bandying 
about comments about 
swathes of ‘welfare 
fraudsters’ claiming dis¬ 
ability benefits, but 
these views are igno¬ 
rant, harmful and 
untrue. 

“Views like these 
often provide the roots 



Southerndown golfer 
misses out on title 


SOUTHERNDOWN golfer 
Mike Hearne lost out in the 
final of the Welsh Amateur 
Championship last weekend - 
but has the consolation of 
being selected for Wales in the 
Home International 

Championships. 

Jack Bush (Morlais Castle) clinched 
the title in emphatic fashion at 
Ashburnham, gaining the biggest win 
of his career to cap a fine week on the 
west Wales links. 

He beat fellow Wales international 
Hearne, an America-based student, 9 
and 8 in the 36-hole final with some 
exceptional golf. 

Southerndown’s Hearne was natu¬ 
rally disappointed with the result in 
the final, but was pleased overall with 
his week. 

He said: “I achieved my big goals 
for the week - to reach the later stages 
- and to reach my first ever final of the 
Welsh Amateur was more than I could 
have hoped for at the start. 

“This week I have played some of 


the best golf I have ever played,” said 
the 22-year-old, who is on a golf 
scholarship at the Southern Nazerene 
University in Oklahoma. 

“Jack was around seven under for 
the holes we played in the final, so he 
deserved his win. Now we can look 
forward to the Home Internationals 
which was another of my targets. 

“My coach John Howells was back 
from Dubai, where he works in the 
Butch Harman school, and he was able 
to help me a lot.” 

Hearne came through the top half of 
the draw where number one seed Rhys 
Pugh went out in the first round. Pugh 
will miss the Home Internationals, as 
he will be competing in the US 
Amateur championships. 

Wales Home Internationals team : 
David Boote (Walton Heath), Jack 
Bush (Morlais Castle), Zach Galliford 
(Borth and Ynyslas), Mike Hearne 
(Southerndown), Richard James 
(Aberystwyth), Alistair Jones (Radyr), 
Lee Jones (Conwy), Craig Melding 
(Neath), Matthew Moseley 
(Carmarthen), Jason Shufflebotham 
(Prestatyn), Ben West gate (Trevose). 


from which disability 
hate crimes grow. 

“As the council’s 
equalities champion, 
and chair of Bridgend 
Equality Forum, I am 
determined to help 
weed out these damag¬ 
ing attitudes and let the 
truth blossom. 

“Through distributing 
this leaflet, the forum 
hopes to increase peo¬ 
ple’s awareness of the 
issues faced by disabled 
people, and improve the 
relationship between 
disabled and non-dis¬ 
abled people living in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough.” 

The chair of the 
Bridgend Coalition of 
Disabled People, Simon 
Green, who also sits on 
Bridgend Equality 


Forum, said: “We 
appreciate that some 
disabilities are more 
visible than others but 
people shouldn’t jump 
to conclusions based on 
what they see. 

GENUINE 

CLAIMS 

“Government figures 
show that over 99.5 per 
cent of people claiming 
Disability Living 
Allowance are genuine¬ 
ly entitled to receive it, 
and couldn’t live, work 
or support themselves 
without it. 

“Disability Living 
Allowance is designed 
to help disabled people 
who can work to stay in 
work, and enable them 
to socialise and be 
active members of the 
community. 


“In many cases, if 
disabled people didn’t 
claim these benefits, 
they wouldn’t be able to 
work at all and would 
actually need to claim 
larger sums of other 
benefits to get by.” 

The disability bene¬ 
fits ‘myth-busting’ 
leaflet is on display at 
community venues 
across Bridgend county 
borough, and is also 
available in a range of 
accessible formats on 
the equalities pages of 
the council’s website at 
www. bridgend. gov. uk 

For more informa¬ 
tion about the leaflet or 
Bridgend Equality 
Forum contact the 
council’s Equalities 
team by emailing equal¬ 
ities @ bridgend. gov. uk. 


Llamau is one of town 
Mayor’s chosen charities 


LLAMAU has announced that 
the new Mayor of Porthcawl, 
Coun Michael Clarke, has 
chosen it as one of his chari¬ 
ties for his year in office. 

Coun Clarke has been a keen 
fundraiser in recent years, particularly 
for Llamau’s Ty Cornell project in 
Porthcawl, a project for young home¬ 
less people aged 16-17. 

Coun Clarke said: “In thinking 
about my charities for this year, I 
decided to concentrate on three 
organisations who provide help and 
support to people in Porthcawl at a 
time that they experience a life ‘cri¬ 
sis’. 

“Llamau is one such organisation 
and while their work supports more 
than just young people, it is particu¬ 
larly the support they give young peo¬ 
ple coming out of care who face a 
significant ‘life crisis’ in that they are 
effectively homeless. 


‘The work that Llamau does in 
providing the security of temporary 
accommodation, backed up by train¬ 
ing, advice and vital support to enable 
them to live independent lives, help¬ 
ing them get a flat of their own, fur¬ 
nishing and the advice and support to 
manage their finances contributes 
substantially to their becoming good 
citizens and having a future. 

“I am also impressed by the dedi¬ 
cation shown by staff and volunteers 
who deliver the services needed.” 

Llamau’s chief executive, Frances 
Beecher, who said: 

“Coun Clarke has been an active 
supporter of ours for quite some time 
and we are honoured that he has 
elected us as one of his chosen chari¬ 
ties. 

“We look forward to working 
closely with him over the next year.” 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don*! repiac* thi* FnmM... ju%t thn f**ni*\ 


Broken or Damped Windows? 
Fauhy Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want the latest energy saving glass? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing. 


2 


~.we make saving money perfectly dear 


Call Freephone 0800 61 21 118 
www.clocidy2clear.com 
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Activists promising 
‘Balcombe-style’ 
action to keep the 
Vale free of fracking 


CAMPAIGNERS 
in the Vale are say¬ 
ing that Balcombe- 
type protests could 
happen - if frack¬ 
ing conies to the 
area. 

On Wednesday, July 
31, anti-fracking groups 
from across south Wales 
met in Bridgend, to co¬ 
ordinate their efforts and 
build the ‘Frack Free 
Wales’ coalition. 

A spokeswoman told 
The GEM: “The meet¬ 
ing was well-attended 
and the local ‘Vale Says 
No (VSN) campaign 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


was represented by 
Louise Evans, founder 
of VSN, Michaela 
Richter and Rob 
McGhee of Transition 
Cowbridge, Denis 
Campbell, journalist and 
presenter of the World 
View Show and Andy 
Chyba of the Bridgend 
Green Party, who is a 
spokesman of VSN.” 

She said that Frances 
Twms Jenkins, from the 
group ‘Frack Free 
Wales’, had talked about 
her arrest at the protest 
against the energy com¬ 


pany, Cuadrilla, at an 
exploratory drill site in 
Balcombe, West Sussex. 

The spokeswoman 
continued: “Local 
groups are concerned 
about the lack of regula¬ 
tions in place for the 
industry. Environmental 
concerns are too great to 
be ignored. 

“Statistics show that 
all gas wells will leak at 
some point, and some 6 
per cent will leak from 
the moment they’re in 
the ground. 

“Also, what people 


Family of hero sought 


ON October 15, 1918, a young 
man named Samuel Gordon 
Moore was killed on the 
Western Front, near Ypres in 
Belgium, during the First 
World War, aged just 19. 

Samuel‘s father was a baker - liv¬ 
ing first in Bridge Street in Penarth, 
and later at 4 Tydfil Street, Barry. 

I have been contacted by a Belgian 
historian who lives in the town near 
which Samuel was killed. Their local 


council intends to hold a commemora¬ 
tion service in October 2018 to 
remember Samuel and the 21 other 
men of the 2nd Battalion of the South 
Wales Borderers who also fell on that 
day. 

Samuel had two sisters - Isabella 
and Olive May. If any of your readers 
is aware of any descendants of the 
family, I should be grateful if they 
would contact me on 07708 255295 
so I can supply further details. 

Dr Jonathan Hicks, Barry 


don’t know is that these 
processes involve a mas¬ 
sive network of drilling 
sites and gas pipes, not 
just one individual bore 
hole. 

“The Vale Says No is 
disappointed by local 
landowners selling their 
land or striking deals 
with the energy compa¬ 
ny Coastal Oil and Gas. 

“The meeting in 
Bridgend included docu¬ 
mentaries and presenta¬ 
tions about successful 
anti-fracking campaigns 
in NSW, Australia and 
Somerset, and an action 
plan for the SW coali¬ 
tion of Frack Free 
Wales”. 

She added: “Anyone 
who wants to be 
informed of what is hap¬ 
pening locally, or to get 
involved, should e-mail 
louise @ thevalesaysno.c 
om 

“Llantrithyd 
‘Villagers Against 
Drilling’, another local 
anti-fracking group has 
started an e-petition 
against some of the land¬ 
lords.” 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon « 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers - 
gas, electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless 
steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


APPLIANCE & 
COOKWARE earns 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


NEW 

WASHING 

MACHINES 

From 

£179.99 

ONLY WITH 
THIS ADVERT 


Refurbished 
from £99.99 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
EVERY SATURDAY 
DURING AUGUST 

Only with this voucher 


I DISCOUNTS FOR THE | 
OVER 60s on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 

(Please ask in-store for details) 

ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, Experienced 
KING SQUARE, BARRY pfftoadvZ 

(opposite new library) you with your 

Also large warehouse & showroom purchases. 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


Man 

rescued 

from 

Nash 

Point 

TWO RNLI 
lifeboats from 
Porthcawl were 
launched on 
Saturday (July 27) 
to help a man who 
was cut off by the 
tide close to Nash 
Lighthouse. 

He was unsure of his 
exact location, not being 
familiar with the area, 
and the volunteer RNLI 
crew searched the sea, 
while Coastguards 
searched the cliff top, a 
spokesman reported. 

The conditions were 
rough, with breaking 
surf - so RAF helicopter 
169 was also asked to 
attend in case it was too 
dangerous for the 
lifeboat to bring the 
casualty to safety. 

“The man was quickly 
located and Porthcawl’s 
inshore RNLI lifeboat 
veered skilfully back 
close to the rocks, 
enabling the man to be 
recovered. 

“The inshore lifeboat 
transferred the casualty 
to the larger and faster 
Atlantic 85 lifeboat, to 
return him to the safety 
of Porthcawl boat¬ 
house, ” the spokesman 
added. 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG 4 


Paying 
tribute to 
women of 
Penarth! 

IN celebration of 
International 
Women’s Day 2014, 
women from Penarth 
who have made a sig¬ 
nificant contribution 
to public life are 
being recognised. 

They will be included 
in a specially-designed 
Penarth Women’s Trail, 
with a map identifying 
significant places and 
telling of their lives. 

Bev Noon, opera¬ 
tional manager at the 
Vale Council, said: “Last 
year we recognised 
women in Barry through 
the Barry Women’s 
Trail. 

“As well as recognis¬ 
ing the individual 
women, the trail will 
provide a very interest¬ 
ing urban walk. We hope 
that both visitors and 
residents will take 
advantage of the health- 
promoting advantages of 
walking, as well as using 
local shops and cafes. 

“We already have a 
growing list, including 
Maty Glynne, Ray 
Howard-Jones, 
Constance Maillard, 
Kathleen Thomas and 
Millicent Mackenzie. 
We’d like to hear about 
other notable women 
from Penarth who 
deserve recognition.” 

Contact 

banoon@valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk or at the 
Civic Offices, Holton 
Road, Barry CF63 4RU. 


COUNCIL HITS BACK AS... 

Tory leader attacks 
‘lavish’ redundancy 
payment packages 


THE Leader of the 
Conservatives in 
the Welsh 
Assembly, has 
attacked the Vale 
Council over the 
level of voluntary 
redundancy pay¬ 
ments - claiming 
that they have 
jumped by more 
than 50 per cent in 
one year. 

The information was 
obtained following a 
request by Mr Andrew 
RT Davies, under the 
Freedom of Information 
Act. 

However, he received 
an instant response from 
the Vale Council, dis¬ 
agreeing strongly. 

It was revealed that 
the council paid out 
£285,470 last year 
(2012/13), up from just 
£185,605 in the previous 
Conservative administra¬ 
tion’s last year in power. 

Describing them as 
“lavish and unneces¬ 
sary”, the AM said it 
could not be explained 
by the number of people 
taking voluntary redun¬ 
dancy, as the numbers in 
2012/13 were 21, com¬ 
pared to 20 the previous 
year. 

He said: “You have to 
question the Labour 
council’s priorities when 
they can find almost 
£300,000 to fund golden 
handshakes when, at the 
same time, we are seeing 
vital public services like 
bus routes being with¬ 
drawn on a weekly 
basis.” 

He claimed that aver¬ 
age individual pay-outs 
have gone up from 
£9,280 under the previ¬ 
ous Conservative admin- 


Viewpoint 
panel for 
residents 

RESIDENTS are 
being invited to 
share their views on 
local issues by join¬ 
ing the Vale 
Viewpoint panel. 

It has nearly 1,000 
members, and receives 
surveys on behalf of the 
Local Service Board, 
which also includes the 
police, fire service, 
health board and volun¬ 
tary groups. 

“The panel provides 
Vale residents with an 
easy but meaningful way 
to influence the deci¬ 
sions that affect them, ” 
a Vale Council 
spokesperson said. 


Did you 
know you 
can find 
The GEM 
on Twitter? 
@gem_news 



istration, to £13,593 
under Labour. 

Deputy Leader of the 
Vale Council, Coun 
Stuart Egan, replied: 

“It is disappointing that 
Mr Davies has yet again 
not checked out his facts 
on an issue, before send¬ 
ing out an inaccurate 
press release. 

“All redundancy 
packages have to be sup¬ 
ported by a business 
case, and are approved 
by the Early Retirement 
and Redundancy 
Committee. 

“Of the 21 cases 
approved in 2012/13, 12 
were approved by the 
committee, which was 
chaired by the 
Conservative cabinet 
member prior to the May 
2012 election, when the 
Conservative adminis¬ 
tration was still in 
power, at a total cost of 
£180,790.75, an average 
cost of £15,065.90. 

“It must be pointed 
out that, since that time, 
of the nine cases 
approved under the 
Labour-led administra¬ 
tion the total cost was 
£104,679.46, an average 


cost of £11,631.05. 

“If Mr Davies does 
not support his 
Conservative colleagues 
in the decisions they 
made, then I suggest he 
takes that up with them 
directly. 

“Redundancy pay¬ 
ments are based on the 
early retirement and 
redundancy scheme 
which was agreed by the 
Conservative cabinet in 
June 2008. The scheme 
provides for payments 
well below the maximum 
allowed by regulations, 
with a maximum of 49.5 
weeks pay or £30k. 

“The council has had 
to make considerable 
savings to balance its 
budget and these redun¬ 
dancies will deliver sig¬ 
nificant savings year on 
year, with the senior 
management restructure 
approximately saving 
£500,000 per annum. 

“As we go forward we 
will continue as a coun¬ 
cil to strive to live within 
today’s tough financial 
climate - due to cuts 
implemented by the 
Westminster 
Government. 

“The council uses 
measures to avoid 
redundancies by rede¬ 
ploying staff wherever 
possible. ” 


I.F.TTF.RS F.XTRA 

Porthkerry stream 
clearance: ‘thank 
you for your help’ 

THE Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council’s environ¬ 
mental health and 
pollution control 
department would 
like to thank all 
those who gave up 
their time to volun¬ 
teer in helping with 
the stream clearance 
at Porthkerry Park 
on July 6. 

Firstly, thank you to 
the rangers at Porthkerry 
who helped in organising 
the event, providing all 
of the equipment and tak¬ 
ing part on the day. 

The rangers gave up 
their time from 
Cosmeston Lakes and 
cleared a large and tricky 
area of one of the 
streams; pollution techni¬ 


cians from Dwr Cymru 
Welsh Water; officers 
from Natural Resources 
Wales. 

The youth offending 
service cleared a large 
area; Sea Cadets offered 
invaluable help and 
every other volunteer 
who turned up to help in 
clearing the streams. 

And let’s not forget 
Coun Rob Curtis, who 
gave up a couple of hours 
in the morning before 
heading off to the Scout 
fete. He is also the chair 
of Friends of Barry 
beaches. 

I hope that everybody 
enjoyed the day and look 
forward to taking part 
again. Thank you all 
again. 

Rebecca Athay 
(Environmental Health 
Officer). 


FUN DAY AT SULLY 


I SYMPATHISE with 
Katherine Sweeney 
(GEM letters) concern¬ 
ing the lack of play 
facilities for children in 
Sully. 

She and other mums 
may be interested to 
know that Sully Christian 
Fellowship is organising 
a fun day and barbecue 
on Saturday, August 17 
from 4pm at 27 South 
Road. 

There will be a bouncy 
castle and a talent com¬ 
petition (Sully’s Got 


Talent) for children 
under 14 years, who must 
be accompanied by an 
adult. Admission is free. 
Burgers cost £1.50 and 
hot dogs, £1. 

Entry forms for talent 
competition available 
from either Mr and Mrs 
Roberts, 123 Arlington 
Road, or by email, s ully- 
christianfellowship@ gm 
ail.com, to be returned by 
6pm, on August 16. 

Mrs Hilary Williams, 
Sully. 
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Tempt your taste buds 
in our delicious Cafe. 

There is a tasty treat for you when you pop in to your local Waitrose in Cowbridge 
In our Cafe you can enjoy a range of freshly made fx>t drinks, delicious tasting meats 
and an array of sandwiches as well as cakes, pastries and snacks It's the pertect way 
to relax after you've exhausted the aisles. 

Visit us soon. 


Waitrose 

Waitrose Cowbridge, Birds Lane, Cowbridge High Street. CF71 7YP WdltrOSe.COm 
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LOCAL ROTARIANS’ ‘PORK IN THE PARK’ 
BARBECUE RAISES £800 FOR CHARITIES 



ABOVE: Phil Hunt and family. 



RIGHT: Jamie from the Hawking 
Centre with Alun Cairns MP 
and Barry Rotarians. 


THE Rotary Club 
of Barry’s first 
fundraising event 
of the new Rotary 
year has been 
hailed as a ‘great 
success!’ 

A ‘Pork in the Park’ 
barbecue at the Welsh 
Hawking Centre, 
Barry, organized by 
past president Griff on 
August 2 was support¬ 
ed by over 100 people. 

A flying display, 
courtesy of Griff and 
Jamie, of the Hawking 
Centre, with some 
audience participation, 
marked the beginning 
of a memorable 
evening. 

This was followed 
by a sumptuous barbe¬ 
cue cooked by Griff, 
who proudly wore his 
new personalised 
chef’s hat! 

Even heavy rain, 
thunder and lightning 
failed to dampen spir¬ 
its, and a well-support¬ 
ed raffle brought the 
total raised for Rotary 
charities to more than 
£800. 

Newly-elected presi¬ 
dent Peter Battle was 
‘delighted’ and 
thanked everyone, par¬ 
ticularly Griff, his wife 
Norma, hawking cen¬ 


tre staff, and fellow 
Rotarians. 

The Welsh Hawking 
Centre, located on Five 
Mile Lane, near to 
Weycock Cross in 
Barry, is open daily 
(except Tuesdays) and 
well worth a visit. 

On August 21, the 
Barry Club will be at 
the Vale Show in 
Fonmon, supporting 
Stroke Awareness. 

Free blood pressure 
tests will be available 
to everyone attending 
the show - along with 
a fundraising stall. 

The club continues 
to make much-needed 
monthly donations to 
the Vale Food Bank in 
Barry and plans are 
already in hand for the 
annual fireworks fiesta 
on November 5 at 
Barry Island. 

Rotary has over one 
million members world¬ 
wide who form a global 
network of business, 
professional and com¬ 
munity volunteers. 

Barry Rotarians meet 
in the Mount Sorrel 
Hotel on Thursdays 
(6pm for 6.30pm). 

For further informa¬ 
tion, speak to president 
Peter Battle on 01446 
710204, or look online 
at www.ribi.org 



Scott Wroe Hearing Centre 

-PENARTH- 



Scott Wroe Hearing Centre in Penarth is an 
independent, family run hearing aid practice 
with over 35 years experience of helping 
people improve their hearing. They are a 5 
Star Centre for Phonak as well as the first 
Widex Approved centre in the UK. 


• The highest levels of service and 
aftercare 

• 30 day trial on all hearing aids 

• 5 year warranty on all Phonak 
hearing aids 

• 5 year aftercare service plan with 
all hearing aids 

• Independent advice on all leading 
makes and models 

• Home visit service available 



Mr Bartley Phillips 

“The aids have given 
me a new lease of 
life. I can now hear 
people on the phone 
and also background 
noises. My children, 
friends and relatives 
cannot get over the 
change in me. I wish 
I’d done it years ago.” 


For more information or to arrange your appointment 
Please call 02920 707760 
Station Approach, Penarth CF64 3EE 

(FREE PARKING OPPOSITE THE SHOP) 


r 

Scott wroe 

Hrarroq Centre 


J 



TRUE COST 
OF THE EU’ 


GAIN, we 
have a 
response 
from John Owen 
(The GEM August 
1) that tells us what 
the press tells us is 
wrong with the EU, 
rather than tell us 
how we are going to 
manage on our own 
as a trading nation 
if we leave the EU. 

He repeats the line 
that the EU costs the UK 
£45 million per day. This 
is not true. 

The figure quoted is 
the amount we pay into 
the EU each day and 
takes no account of the 
money that comes back 
in the form of CAP pay¬ 
ments to Welsh farmers, 
industrial regeneration, 
and capital spending 
grants to the Welsh and 
UK governments, and a 
myriad of other ways. 

It’s been calculated 
that the net cost to the 
UK of EU membership 
is between £3-4 billion 
per annum. 


I hold no truck with 
the bureaucracy of the 
EU but to bandy around 
the usual adjectives 
‘unelected’ and ‘unac¬ 
countable’ is again a dis¬ 
tortion of the facts. 

He refers to the social 
costs of pensions, which 
are not set by Europe, 
National Insurance, 
which is not set by 
Europe and which pays 
for the state pension and 
the NHS, maternity 
leave, which was intro¬ 
duced by the UK gov¬ 
ernment and altered by 
Europe, to give more 
benefits to pregnant 
women and after their 
babies were bom. 

Small businesses can 
claim a rebate from the 
government if they incur 
redundancy costs, which 
partially covers their 
outlay. 

This did not originate 
in Bmssels, we have had 
redundancy payments 
for years. 

David Kennett, 

Barry 



Heritage Coast 
talk for local 
support group 


AT the July meeting 
of Porthcawl 
Parkinson’s Support, 
Group, Helen Miles 
from the Glamorgan 
Heritage Coast 
Centre, gave an inter¬ 
esting talk, supported 
by colour slides, 
about the coast 
between Aberthaw 
and the mouth of 
Ogmore River. 

Starting at Aberthaw, 
she said that the old 
lookout post is being 
used as a learning facili¬ 
ty. Classes are held 
there for schoolchildren 
to learn about the coast¬ 
line and its dangers. 

There are some beau¬ 
tiful beaches along this 
coast, but the speed and 
height of the tides can 
make them dangerous. 

Helen went on to say 


that the beaches were 
not only about sand, 
and showed pictures of 
the rock formations and 
the wonderful patterns 
formed during their cre¬ 
ation. 

A lot of the work is 
devoted to keeping the 
land and paths adjacent 
to the coast (that is not 
being farmed) in good 
condition. 

This had the knock- 
on effect of encouraging 
wildlife and some of the 
animals and birds that 
had deserted the area, 
were now starting to 
return and breed there. 

Afterwards, Mr Chris 
Smart thanked Helen 
for her wonderful talk 
and said how much 
everyone had enjoyed 
it. 




ABOVE: Former Rotary president 
Griff does the carving. 


BELOW: Paul Halstead and family. 



SECOND NOVEL 

THE sequel to Vale author Jonathan Hicks’ 
first novel ‘The Dead of Mametz’ was published 
by Y Lolfa on July 16, entitled ‘Demons Walk 
Among Us’, the second in the Thomas 
Oscendale series. 

The historian’s forthcoming hook on 
Barry’s role in the Second World War 
will contain the results of six years’ 
research. 
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‘Gentleman’ Tony retires after 
completing 8,000 home repairs 



ABOVE: Tony and his familiar van on his 
last day at work. (The photo was taken 
discreetly-as he didn’t want any fuss!) 


GOOD wishes go to popular 
‘handyperson’ Anthony 
‘Tony’ Richards who retired 
as handyperson of Care and 
Repair in the Vale on July 17 
after completing over 8,000 
home repairs for older people. 

Tony has worked at Care and 
Repair in the Vale for 10 years, mak¬ 
ing a difference to the lives of older 
people by repairing, maintaining and 
adapting their homes. 

He worked over the whole of the 
county but his main area was in the 
west of the Vale. 

As a result of Tony’s highly- 
regarded work, older people have 
contacted Care and Repair in the Vale 
to say that they now feel safer, more 
confident and more secure undertak¬ 
ing their daily activities in their 


home. 

Comments from customers include: 
“Tony is one of the most polite and 
informative gentlemen I have met, ” 
and, “I always look forward to seeing 
him; he’s such a nice, kind gentleman 
and does a wonderful job. ” 

Richard Thomas, Manager at Care 
and Repair in the Vale said: 

“Although Tony wanted to retire with¬ 
out any fuss, Care and Repair in the 
Vale simply couldn’t allow him to 
leave without informing his many 
customers. 

“He always went above the call of 
duty and never really switched off 
from his work. 

“In his retirement, he will get 
much-deserved leisure time and can 
focus on his own home now. Good 
luck Tony, in your retirement, from all 
of us. ” 



INTEREST 

FREE 

CREDIT 

OH IAT)MOOM$ OVC* OMO 

ENDS MONDAY 


SPREAD THE COST 

fwmjnvl- 





3D EE N 

DESIGN & ^ 

PLANNING 

ASK FOR DETAILS 


Sofas I Dining I Beds I Carpets I Home Textiles I Intenor Design I Kitchens 
Bathrooms I Conservatories I Decorating & more... 


Llantrisant, Cowbridge Road, RCT. CF72 8XU 
Telephone 0845 050 8240 I Online at lMkevco.uk 


FURNITURE CLEARANCE EVENT ALSO NOW ON 


Leekes 

You're home 


1 



'll 


Homes and Gardens 

How to make 
your garden 
more drought 
resistant! 


O UR swelter¬ 
ing July 
probably 
prompted many 
gardeners to reach 
for the hosepipe - 
writes HANNAH 
STEPHENSON 

In fact, according to 
The Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS), less than 
3 per cent of the annual 
water consumption of an 
average household is 
estimated to be from 


garden use, but at peak 
times as much as 70 per 
cent of water supplied 
may be used in gardens. 

This doesn't have to 
be the case though. 
Rainwater collected in 
water butts, waste water 
from the kitchen and 
grey water from the 
bathroom can all be used 
to water plants. 

Or, maybe, the ulti¬ 
mate solution is simply 
to create a garden that 
doesn't need much 
watering in the first 


Window Cleaning Services 


SHOP WINDOWS i=sR—_*., 

& SIGNS ~ 

PVC Frames 
& Gutters, etc 

Local Service 
(Barry & The Vale) 

Free Quotes 

Call Mike on 07585 738274 



place. This doesn’t mean 
creating a desert garden 
devoid of colour. 

Dramatic flowerbeds 
can easily be achieved 
from plants that have 
very low moisture and 
maintenance demands. 

Many drought-resist- 
ant plants naturally form 
communities of plants 
which all thrive in the 
same conditions and 
come from similar 
Mediterranean habitats. 

At the front of the 
border, you could have 
dwarf lavender, Sedum 
spectabile, lamb’s ears 
and ornamental grass 
such as stipa tenuissima, 
while middle-sized 
drought-resistant plants 
include Echinacea pur¬ 
purea ‘Magnus’, 
Erysimum ‘Bowles's 
Mauve’ (wallflower), 
Russian sage and Nepeta 
‘Six Hills Giant’ (cat¬ 
mint). 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 14) 


Dinas Windows mark 
their 25th anniversary 


C ELEBRATING 25 
years in business this 
month, Dinas Windows 
Ltd are still achieving the 
high standards that their cus¬ 
tomers have come to expect 
over the years. 

Co-founders, directors and brothers 
Jonathan and Nicholas Madge, 
together with their friendly staff, 
work hard to provide their valued 
customers with the products they 
require. 


Windows, doors and conservatories 
are all manufactured on site at the 
firm’s premises on the Ty Verlon 
Industrial Estate, off Cardiff Road in 
Barry. 

Directors Jon and Nick Madge 
said: “We try and stay competitive 
and do our best to offer a good serv¬ 
ice. The majority of our work comes 
from recommendations - and we 
would therefore like to thank our cus¬ 
tomers, past and present ,for support¬ 
ing Dinas Windows and hope they 
will continue to do so in the future.” 


Dinas Windows lid 


CELEBRATING 


G \ 



YEARS 


Windows • Doors • Conservatories 
Porches • Fascia • Soffits • Guttering 

We also do repair work to windows and doors 

Telephone 01446 749055 
Freephone 0800 0260587 - 24 hours 

Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate, Cardiff Road, Barry 

www.dinaswindows.co.uk 
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Call now for your FREE HOME VISIT 

Tel| 01656 662665 
Mob 1 07872 451612 

Visit us at 

4 Derwen Road, Bridgend CF31 1LH 
I enquiries @ thomaskitchensandbedrooms .co.uk 

I www.thomaskitchensandbedrooms.co.uk 


Looking to advertise in over 
42,000 newspapers and online? 
Email gems ales @ tindlenews. co. uk 
or call 01446 774484 


MIXCRETE - 'Our service is second to none' 


w 


ELCOME to 
Mixcrete Ltd. 


We are a national company now 
based at Llandow, and we have a 
wide variety of products at competi¬ 
tive prices. 

Mixcrete is a leading manufac¬ 
turer and supplier of ready-mixed 
mortar, concrete, screed and lime- 
sand, as well as a supplier of most 
types of aggregates. 

All of our cement-based products 
are manufactured to the relevant 
British standards on our state of the 
art, fully-computerised, batching 


plants. 

We supply national house 
builders, local authorities, housing 
associations, civil engineering com¬ 
panies, bricklaying contractors, 
screeders, plasterers, general 
builders, as well as the general pub¬ 
lic. 

We pride ourselves on our excel¬ 
lent products, along with a first- 
class customer service that we truly 
believe is second-to-none. 

You can find us on: 

Llandow Industrial Estate, turn first 
right after the Tower Cafe, then the 
first gate on the left. 


thomas 


• it 


SPECIAL OFFER 


FREE INSTALLATION 
ON KITCHENS! 

Subject to terms and conditions. 

Also an impressive range of 
bedroom furniture ... 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 13 

At the back of the 
border you could use 
species more than 1.8m 
tall, including Cotinus 
coggygria ‘Royal 
Purple’, Choisya temata 
(Mexican orange blos¬ 
som) and 

Trachelospermum jas- 
minoides. 

Most drought-tolerant 
plants will have either 
aromatic leaves, fleshy 
and succulent leaves 
(which store moisture 
for dry spells), grey 
leaves, hairy leaves 
(which shade them¬ 
selves with their own 
hairs), long narrow 
leaves (which are good 
at shedding heat without 
water), or spikes (which 
act as ‘fins’ to cool the 


plant). 

The RHS offers these 
extra tips to create a 
more drought-resistant, 
but still attractive, gar¬ 
den: 

• Cultivate the soil 
deeply and dig in large 
quantities of organic 
matter to improve soil 
structure, water reten¬ 
tion and water availabil¬ 
ity for plants. 

Well-rotted garden 
compost, mushroom 
compost, composted 
bark and well-rotted 
farmyard manure are all 
suitable forms of organ¬ 
ic matter. 

Heavy manuring can 
add nearly a month’s 
worth of water storage 
capacity to the soil. 
Loam-based potting 
compost doesn’t dry out 
as quickly as peat-free 


composts. If using peat- 
free, water-retaining 
gels might have some 
benefit. 

• Apply sufficient 
fertiliser as plants use 
water most efficiently 
where nutrient levels are 
adequate. But do not 
apply too much fertiliser 
to the soil, as this can 
encourage too much 
lush growth which can 
flop in summer, requir¬ 
ing extra watering and 
becoming frost-dam¬ 
aged in winter. 

• Choose plants with 
grey-green or silver 
leaves as they reflect the 
sun’s rays, helping to 
conserve moisture with¬ 
in the plant tissues. 

• Try to choose 
plants which suit the 
site’s soil type and 
aspect. They will be 


more tolerant of varying 
climatic conditions, as 
well as of pest and dis¬ 
ease problems. 

• Plant things while 
they are still small. 

They will develop much 
greater resilience as 
they adapt to their con¬ 
ditions from a young 
age. 

Ideally, plant in 
autumn so they can do 
some growing before 
dry weather arrives. 

• If planting 
Mediterranean plants, 
do so in spring when the 
soil is warming up. 
Many of these plants 
will suffer from root-rot 
if planted in autumn and 
become cold and damp 
over winter. 

• Before planting, 
thoroughly soak the 
plants in their pots in a 


bucket of water until the 
bubbles stop rising to 
the surface. 

• Thoroughly ‘water 
in’ all new plants (and 


keep them watered in 
the first season after 
planting to ensure they 
establish well). 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

TWzm. caALtUe Door Doctor 

A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. Everything 
you require from the doors, to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. 


After 


6 tfort.- 


D( M 1} 

DOCTOR 


The Poor Dcrotvr 

vrvrw.djror-(iot4xrr.cx>.uk. 

01446 688018/01656 360027 


After 


I3c 


Urnt 25, Llandow Industrial Estate 

f it* rx^rl Tn*mr <:«* Frol a*If* on bt 

CortrUOft I Uirwnt M*c* 

Tel: 07788 377325 

Atoo CARDIFF - NEWPORT - LLANELLI 
Local suppliers of Mortar, Concrete, 
Screed. Sagged Sand & Aggregates 


www.mixcrete.co.uk 


^j^-oven cleaning 
to ** Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 


1 


call 02920 291770 
www.ecoovencleaning.co.uk 
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Homes and Gardens 

GETTING YOUR HOME TO 
LOOK ITS BEST - WITH 
MODERN DECORATIONS! 


W HETHER you want to give a 
room a fresh look with new 
curtains or blinds, or find 
something to suit an existing colour 
scheme, Modern Decorations have what 
you are looking for. 

Geoff Brown has over 30 years’ experience in 
advising on and supplying curtains and blinds 
to booth the domestic and contract market. 

He can call at a customer’s home or place of 
work at their convenience, and offers the full 
service of measuring, make up and fitting with¬ 
out customers having to spend time shopping 
around. 

He has a wide range of fabric samples and 
colours with amazing textures, to suit any room, 
and estimates are free with no obligation. All 
requirements can be accommodated. 

ns*- • 


• Telephone Geoff on 01446 739174, or 
0771853838 - and get your home looking its best! 



Timberaway 

Poxrlnn onrl Tvnn Cnniinno 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 


MODERN DECORATIONS 

Your 1st choice 
for curtains and blinds 

# View a wide range of Fabrics in the 
comfort of your own home or office. 

• Curtains, all valances, tie backs, 
curtain tracks and poles. 

# Venetian, Vertical, Roller and Roman 
Blinds. 

• Full measuring, make up and 
Fitting Service. 



Geoff Brown 

01446 739174 or 07718 536838 

Estimates Free (with no obligation) 
over 30 years experience 
Find us on yell.com 

www.moderndecorations.co.uk 


Zi v Future Ideal 
i.J Homes Ltd 

Installing TVust and Peace of Mind 

Future Ideal Homes Ltd are your one stop 
shop for all your Home Improvements 


s Bespoke Kitchens, 

Bathrooms and Bedrooms 
# All aspects of PVC-u 
Windows Doors and 
Conservatories 


SALE NOW ON 


# Orangeries/Conversions 
Vertex tile effect roof 

# Build and Maintenance 

# Repairs 

...and much much more all 
through one company 



■ 

• FREE 

1 1 


Design Work 
• FREE no 


t 

obligation quotes 
• No hard sell 

C* .L 


• Discounts 


for elderly 


rtCI Future Ideal Homes Ltd 

For your FREE, no obligation 
quote call us free today on 

0800 0320921 

Book to visit our showrooms now via appointment 
only by contacting one of our friendly team 




on 01446 733455 or visit our website: 

www.futureidealhomesltd.com 


FENSA| 

■ _ 





Massive Bedroom Furniture Sale 



THIS FANTASTIC BESPOKE SLIDING DOOR WARDROBE DISPLAY IN DARK 
WALNUT COLOUR WITH GREY METAL COLOUR GLASS CENTRE PANELS. THE 
INTERIORS AS SHOWN BELOW INCLUDE DOUBLE & SINGLE HANGING 
SECTIONS PLUS SHELVING AND AN INTERIOR 4 DRAWER UNIT. THE WIDTH 
CAN BE FITTED BEWTEEN 2900MM AND 3100MM THE HEIGHT CAN BE 
FITTED BETWEEN 2250MM AND 2400MM. FULLY INSTALLED BY US WITH A 
10 YEAR GUARANTEE ON THE SLIDING DOOR MECHANISMS.EXTRA PARTS 
OR MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE AT EXTRA COST IF REQUIRED. 

WAS X25tET 



Town & Country Bedrooms are clearing massive stocks of bedroom furniture. Both 
fitted and Freestanding displays and special order stocks are being drastically 
reduced. Don’t miss out on this special opportunity.These are genuine clearance 
reductions not to be confused with gimmick sales promotions of some companies. 



fo nlv ^ 45 


HIGH QUALITY WIEMANN “SEMI FITTED” SLIDING DOOR 
WARDROBE WITH 2 BLACK GLASS DOORS AND A CENTRE MIRROR 
DOOR. CHUNKY SIDE PROFILES IN WALNUT FINISH AND FREE 
TRIPLE LED DOWNLIGHTS COMPLETE THE LOOK. FREE DELIVERY 
& ASSEMBLY. SOFT CLOSE DOOR MECHANISMS INCLUDED. 

2 SHELVES & ONE RAIL IN ALL COMPARTMENTS 
2900MM WIDE X 2360MM HIGH 



THIS SUPERB RAUCH 
ELEGANT CORNER ROBE RUN IN WALNUT AND BLACK GLASS 
MEASURES 1980MM LEFT HAND BY 2380MM RIGHT HAND 
BUT CAN BE MODIFIED. 

2260MM HIGH WITH FREE DELIVERY & ASSEMBLY. 
MATCHING CHESTS & CUPBOARDS AVAILABLE 


DOZENS OF OTHER ITEMS AVAILABLE - CALL IN NOW! 


Town & Country Dedroom* 

DESIGN MANUFACTURE NSTALL 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 



Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bridgend Industrial Est. 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 

Tel: 01656 657526 
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• FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • 


MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 

We will beat any written quote like for like! 

NETWORK V6KA IS 
APPH0W9TITWE MYK5 

N 


SPECIAL OFFER 

BEVELLED FRONT DOORS £499 

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 

6 ]qale Lock[ng)’ windows ^itted from a 

(YALE]LOCKING)]DOORS FITTED]fR0M £475 ]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]] 
(YALELOCKING)]VrENCHDOORSFR^ 

JYALe] LOCKING)] CONSERVAT^ * 

(YALE LOCKING) ‘COMPOSITE DOORS HTTEDFROM £79*5 * 


El WINDOWS & DOORS 

El FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 

[El FREE VERTICAL BLINDS 

[El WIDE RANGE OF STYLES & FINISHES 

[^| 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 


< V1KA> 



Voted Best 
Installer - Wales 
2013 by 
Network Veka 

Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
since 1994! 


REPAIR SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


r: 

To 

► final 


IVfll 


r 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 

not to be 
missed 

This stunning 

Bevelled 
FVont Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 




NO DEPOSITS 
& FREE QUOTES 


Scan with 
your 

smartphone 


ASK ABOUT OUR TRADE WINDOWS, 
DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 



Free Conservatory 
Design Service 
Available 

We supply & fit 
Fascias, Gutters 
& Downpipes 


r 


* 


FREE ONLINE QUOTES 

www.mpnwindows.com 

07976 640959 

m ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

Amazing Offer! 

J Gain vcur free vertical blinds with every frill house 
i of windows and doers or conservatory fitted 

Tern* ard co-dr orc ipjti 


Email: 

mpnwindows@aol.com 

Opening Hours: 

9am to 9pm 
7 Days a Week 


►CVfrWOtCU 
cciMtftfm 
1 *iui 

GlttMVt 


mams*# 


M.P.N 

iioiu warns 


choose one of these perfect doors 


BRIDGEND 01656 349515 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 
BARRY 01446 4392121 07976 640959 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF11 8AP 


• FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • 


FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • free vertical blinds 
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TROPICAL PARADISE with 
40,000 balloons at Cardiff Bay! 


THE UK’s biggest 
Balloon Art Festival 
is returning to 
Cardiff Bay for the 
second time on 
Saturday and 
Sunday, August 18- 
19, bringing world 
class instructors 
and award-winning 
sculptors to Wales, 
to create a helium- 
filled tropical para¬ 
dise. 

Following the success 
of the 2011 festival, 
Cardiff Bay’s popular 
entertainment destina¬ 
tion, The Red Dragon 
Centre, has again teamed 
up with Barry-based 
company, Doctor Bob 
Balloons, to transform 
the centre into a spectac¬ 
ular Paradise Island, fea¬ 
turing tropical animals, 
plants and an 18 foot 
giraffe, all made entirely 
of balloons. The event is 
free for all to attend. 

Actor Jay Ruckley, 
who stars as the mischie¬ 
vous grandfather in pop¬ 
ular CBeebies pro¬ 
gramme Grandpa in My 
Pocket, will officially 
open the event on August 
17, and will be available 
to sign autographs for 
fans at 12pm. 

Throughout the week¬ 
end, a team of Doctor 
Bob’s staff will also be 
on hand from 
12pm-5pm,m to meet 
and greet visitors and to 
talk about their creations. 

The festival highlights 


will include a giraffe, 
over 18 feet tall, made up 
of 3,000 mocha brown 
balloons and over 2,000 
goldenrod balloons. 

The festival will use 
40,000 balloons and 30 
litres of nitrogen; 12 
skilled balloon artists 
will be working along¬ 
side Doctor Bob and his 
staff to create a tropical 
paradise, totalling more 
than 1,500 man hours. 

“Balloons will be 100 
per cent Qualatex 
biodegradable latex bal¬ 
loons that decompose at 
the same rate as an oak 
leaf,” a spokesperson 
explained. 

Dr Bob Armstrong 
founded Doctor Bob’s 
Balloons in 1995, and 
has since travelled all 
over the world with his 
balloons. He said: “We 
have seen festivals like 
this in Italy, Malaysia 
and Dallas for years and 
it’s great that we’re able 
to bring the festival to 
Wales for a second time 
and to host it at the Red 
Dragon Centre.” 

Emma Constantinou, 
marketing manager for 
the Red Dragon Centre 
said: “We’re really excit¬ 
ed that the Balloon Art 
Festival is returning for 
2013, and to be working 
with Doctor Bob’s 
Balloons again after such 
a successful festival in 
2011 . 

“This year’s theme is 
going to be great and we 
can’t wait to welcome 
visitors into our balloon- 



RIGHT: Robert 
Armstrong of Dr Bob’s 

Balloons, creators of 
the balloon sculptures. 

made Paradise Island - 
you never know what 
you’re going to get with 
the British summer, so 
this year we’re bringing 
it indoors! 

“The sculptures will 
sit alongside our great 
attractions, including our 
state-of-the-art cinema, 
restaurants, gym, casino, 
and bowling alley, offer¬ 
ing a great day out for all 
ages.” 

The team will also be 
creating a balloon sculp¬ 
ture of a giant palm tree 
and toucan in a deck 
chair, drawn by Amira 
Arish (9) from Murch 
Junior School in Dinas 
Powys, who was the win¬ 
ner of the Red Dragon 
Centre’s design competi¬ 
tion. 



A spokesperson said: 
“The previous festival in 
2011, was the first of its 
kind in the UK, and 
attracted over 35,000 vis¬ 
itors in three days. 
30,000 balloons and over 
680 hours of work were 
involved in turning the 
centre into an underwater 
kingdom. 

“The balloons used are 
environmentally friendly, 
taking only six months to 


bio-degrade,” 

For more information 
visit www.thereddragon- 
centre.co.uk. Follow 
@RedDragonCentre on 
Twitter or ‘like’ The Red 
Dragon Centre on 
Facebook. Visitors are 
advised that the Centre’s 
usual car park proce¬ 
dures still apply -freefor 
Centre customers with 
minimum spend pur¬ 
chase). 


Laser technique 
to treat cancer 



PICTURED: Annette Cabbie, from Ogmore 
Vale receives laser treatment for a facial lesion 
from Leanne Greenslade, health care support 
worker; Barbara O’Leary, clinical nurse special¬ 
ist; Max Murison, consultant plastic surgeon. 


A WOMAN from 
Ogmore Vale is 
among skin cancer 
patients benefiting 
from a laser tech¬ 
nique, developed by 
ABMU plastic sur¬ 
geons, which 
removes the cancer, 
usually without 
leaving a scar. 

The technique targets 
Nodular Basal Cell 
Carcinomas, which are 
cancerous skin lesions or 
tumours visible on the 
skin. 

The cancer isn’t usu¬ 
ally aggressive and 
rarely spreads. 

Traditional treatments, 
such as skins creams, 
freezing of the lesions or 
radiotherapy, may need 
multiple applications to 
remove the cancer. 

Also, some treatments, 
for example surgery, can 
leave a scar. 

Staff based at the 
Welsh Centre of Burns 
and Plastics Surgery at 
Morriston Hospital 
developed a treatment 
which combines two 
laser techniques. 

Annette Cabbie, from 
Ogmore Vale, has been 
treated with laser treat¬ 
ment and surgery for dif¬ 
ferent lesions: 

“I had to have surgery 
for a growth on my ear, 
which meant having part 
of the ear removed and a 
skin graft. I’ve since had 


laser treatment on my 
leg and my face and I 
much prefer it. 

“It is a lot less inva¬ 
sive and it is quicker. 
Also, I don’t worry or 
stress about the proce¬ 
dure as I would if it was 


an operation. I am really 
pleased with the results 
of the laser treatment, as 
I don’t usually have a 
scar or mark afterwards. 
Also, the staff really 
look after me while in 
their care”, she added. 


DIABETES TALK 

VALE of Glamorgan Diabetes UK volun¬ 
tary group’s next meeting will take place 
on Tuesday, August 20 in the board room, 
at Llandough Hospital, Penarth, from 
7.30pm - 9pm. 

The speaker will be a psychologist, Dr 
Katie Thirlaway. Everyone is welcome. 



doctor bob tMipia 
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QMOSTO' TALES with hayley williams 

Phantom figure who waves to 
passersby from her carriage 


A ugust is the 

eighth month on 
the Gregorian cal¬ 
endar - before this, 
Sextilis was the sixth 
month of the Roman 
datebook. 

Eight years prior to the birth 
of Christ, the month adopted the 
name Augustus, which was 
named after the Emperor 
Augustus Caesar. 

The Anglo Saxons called 
August Woed, which means 
weed, as all plant life grows at a 
more rapid pace at this time of 
the year. 

The birthstone of August is 
the peridot, and its honourable 
flower, the gladiolas, adding to 
the fascination of such a colour¬ 
ful month. 

August has a few memorable 
occasions which changed the 
way of the world, such as the 
celebration of the Welsh 
National Eisteddfod (which 
dates back to 1176) during the 
first week of the month. 

This tradition was originally 
a medieval gathering of bards 
and minstrels, who competed 
for the Noble’s Chair with a fes¬ 
tival of Welsh art and culture. 

The Battle of Bosworth 
began on August 22, 1483; 
World War I began on August 4, 
1914; Francis Chichester left 
Plymouth on Gypsy Moth VI on 
August 27 in 1966; and our 
Queen of Hearts, Princess 
Diana, was killed in a car crash 
on August 31. 

The first day of August was 
traditionally known as Lammas 


Day - the thanksgiving for the 
harvest crops where loaves of 
bread were baked by farmers 
from the wheat of the first crop 
and laid on church altars for 
Holy Communion. 

Lammas Day was celebrated 
with a festival where farmers 
would also present their work¬ 
force with a pair of gloves. 

One white glove would be 
placed on a decorated pole to 
mark the beginning of the cele¬ 
bration, which lasted for 11 
days. 

It was the festival of love and 
the foretelling of marriage, and 
luck would fall on any couple 
whose love blossomed through¬ 
out the duration of the fair. 

Farmers would also let the 
bread from the first com go 
stale, so that they could sprinkle 
its cmmbs into each comer of 
their bam as a symbol of good 
luck. 

This custom ended abruptly 
under Henry VIII’s reign, as he 
broke away from the Roman 
Catholic Church. Lammas Day 
was renamed Holy Christian 
Day, and the Harvest Festival 
was forwarded to the following 
month of September. 

The Celtic harvest season 
was called Lughnasadh, after 
the Celtic sun god Lugh, and 
corn dollies were made to mark 
the occasion. 

The hottest days of the year 
are said to happen throughout 
August, according to 
Weatherlore, and an old saying 
was repeated during festivals: 
“Dry August and warmth doth 
harvest no harm. The first week 


of August be warm, the winter 
will be white and long.” 

The summer bank holiday 
was introduced under the Bank 
Holidays Act in 1871. The 
intention was to give bank 
employees time off work to 
attend cricket matches on the 
first day of the month. One 
hundred years later in 1971, it 
was moved to the last Monday 
in August. 

Customs relating to devil 
dancing were traditional during 
olden times, but these were 
banned by Puritans following 
the Civil War. 

In Middle Ages, mshes were 
used as floor covering, and vil¬ 
lages throughout the land would 
hold a special summer ceremo¬ 
ny on the nearest Saturday to 
the fifth. 

Rushes were harvested for 
the ritual, and carpets and sculp¬ 
tures (called bearings) were car¬ 
ried by a procession to people’s 
houses. 

Coracle races were held 
around riverbanks during the 
middle stages of the month. 
These mostly involved fishing 
skills, with the catching of 
salmon and trout, which are 
noted to be moving upstream 
from the sea. 

With so many legends and 
eerie tales alike encompassing 
the southern counties of Wales, 
could the month of August hide 
a multitude of ghostly beings 
waiting to pounce during the 
eighth month of the year? 

On the first Monday of 
August, around the ruins of ken¬ 
nels at Pwllywrach in 


Colwinston, eerie screams and 
cries at midnight can be heard 
bellowing out across the land 
each year. These pitiful sounds 
are said to be from a huntsman 
who went on a drinking binge 
for many days, leaving his 
hounds unattended in the ken¬ 
nels, and doomed to starve. 

On his return, the angry 
hounds tore him to pieces. To 
this day, ghostly mastiffs of hell 
hounds howl and bay in union 
with the huntsman’s screams 
around the ruined kennels. 

Zig Zag lane in Porthcawl is 
no stranger to the haunting sight 
of a coach and horses tearing 
along at pace. 

Legend maintains that the 
coach driver and his female pas¬ 
senger tragically died after he 
lost control of his coach, over¬ 
turning in the darkness. 

The phantom figure of a lady 
dressed in white clothing 
appears to wave at witnesses 
from a carriage before the 
whole scene disappears into 
oblivion. 

Could this be a re-enactment 
of the tragic incident from days 
gone by - or just an elusive trick 
of the imagination? 

But fact or fiction? It’s up to 
you to decide... 

HAYLEY WILLIAMS 
hayley.williams550@yahoo.com 
GHOSTLY TALK... 

There will be a Ghost Talk and 
Walk as part of Porthcawl Sea 
Festival on Sunday, August 11, 
at the Swan Inn, Nottage, at 
6pm. All are welcome to come 
and join in the fun! (£2.50 per 
person). 


Group pays poignant 
visit to Normandy’s 
wartime battlefields 



ON a recent four-day visit to 
the Normandy battlefields, the 
‘Back Tuesday’ group based 
at the Plough and Harrow, 
Monknash, paid their respects 
at a number of graves of local 
men, who were killed in the 
D-Day campaign during 
World War Two. 

At Bayeux cemetery, the group 
visited the grave of Glyn David 
Lougher, of Marcross, who died on 
June 27, 1944. Glyn served with the 
Reconnaisance Corps, RAC, 49th 
(West Riding) Regiment. 

He was 19 when he was killed and 
was the son of David and Ann 
Lougher, of Marcross. 

A wreath, and pebbles from 
Marcross beach were laid on behalf 
of the group by John Lougher, of Ty- 
tanglwst Farm who gave a short talk 
to the group about Glyn Lougher. 

At Cambes-en-Plein cemetery, 
north of Caen, the group paid their 
respects to John Rowdan James, who 
was killed on July 8, 1944, while 
serving with the South Staffordshire 


Regiment. The remembrance was 
led by his son John James, who lives 
in Coychurch. 

John was born two days after his 
father was killed and has visited the 
grave on several occasions. 

All the group members felt that 
the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission do a fantastic job in 
maintaining the cemeteries to such a 
high standard. 

On the ferry back, by a strange 
coincidence the group met veterans 
of the South Staffordshire regiment, 
who return to the area every year on 
the anniversary of the battle for 
Caen, where their regiment suffered 
such high casualties. 

John James was able to talk to the 
veterans who are in their late 80s and 
90s, one of whom had known John’s 
father. 

This was a really poignant and 
emotional moment. 

During the weekend, the group 
were able to visit all five landing 
beaches, Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno 
and Sword . 

PD 
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Out and About with The G1 



GOSLING’S LATEST 
WILL CERTAINLY DIVIDE 
CINEMA AUDIENCE! 


T here are 
few cooler 
movies that 
have been released 
this century than 
Drive. 

The tale of a getaway 
driver and his burgeon¬ 
ing relationship with his 
next door neighbour was 
effortlessly ice-cold and 
arguably made Ryan 
Gosling the coolest man 
on the planet. 

Gosling has reteamed 
with that film’s director, 
Nicolas Winding Refn, 
for Only God Forgives, 
which sees Gosling play 
Julian, a drug-smuggler 
in Bangkok, whose life 
gets even more compli¬ 
cated when his mother 
(Kristin Scott Thomas) 
tasks him with finding 
and killing the man 
responsible for killing 
his brother, something 
that will push Julian to 
the edge... 

When Only God 
Forgives premiered ear¬ 
lier this year at the 
Cannes Film Festival, 
the response was a cho¬ 
rus of boos and jeers, 
rather than the standing 
ovations that you usual¬ 
ly hear of from the south 
of France. 

Watching it, you can 
see where the audience 


was coming from, the 
work a woozy fever 
dream of a film where 
plotting and character 
development take a 
backseat to imagery and 
suggestion. 

However, if you are 
willing to buy into 
Nicholas Winding 
Refn’s vision, and let 
the film wash over, then 
you may just find your¬ 
self being seduced by 
Only God Forgives ’ 
obtuse charm. 

While Drive was a 
cool, efficient thriller 
that did what it did with 
great economy, this time 
around the focus is less 
on Gosling as a leading 
man, and more as part 
of an ensemble that con¬ 
stantly pushes and pulls 
away from the film’s 
structure. 

Lensing Bangkok 
with an eye for the dark¬ 
er recesses of the area, 
Refn’s direction is slow- 
burning, measured and 
cares more for attempt¬ 
ing to convey mood and 
meaning than it does 
with hurrying the story 
along. 

It looks gorgeous, the 
occasional visceral vio¬ 
lence having even more 
impact when snapping 
the film out of its 
dreamy feel, yet it never 
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Every Thursday 

QUIZ NIGHT 

Burger and a Pint £5.95 

DARTS TOURNAMENT 

Every Sunday Night 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
plus Bingo 


Saturday 10th August 

PHIL ELIOT - 
Top Vocal/lnstrumental 

Saturday 17th August 

The Volkswagen Beatles 

Brilliant Tribute Band 
Tickets now on sale - only £3 

Saturday 24th August 

DAVID LONGDEN 

Knockout Vocal Entertainer 

Traditional 
SUNDAY ROAST 
Only £7.95 

CAR BOOT SALE 

EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 

To find us - click directions@ 

www.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 


rushes along, sticking 
resolutely to its own 
pacing. 

It’s a similar situation 
for the story, where 
whys and hows are fore¬ 
gone; Refn is saying 
something about the 
arrogance of the stranger 
in a strange land, and 
the nature of parent- 
child relationships, but 
if you need explanation 
and exposition, then 
don’t look for it here. 

Gosling spends much 
of the film looking 
mean and moody in a 
variety of lights, but it 
shows his magnetism 
that his performance is 
impressive despite the 
lack of dialogue and 
backstory, the character 
tom between pleasing 
his overbearing mother 
and living his own life. 

Said mother is played 
by Kristin Scott 
Thomas, who delivers a 
performance a million 
miles away from expec¬ 
tations, the bleached- 
blonde, foul-mouthed 
woman a fair distance 
away from her usual 
work, and going against 
type pays great divi¬ 
dends. 

Vithaya Pansringarm 
makes up the lead tri¬ 
umvirate as the police 
chief keeping an eye on 
Julian and his mother, 
whose own brand of jus¬ 
tice involves a sharp 
sword, and it is a star¬ 
tling, powerful perform¬ 
ance by the actor, one 
that easily steals the 
show from his esteemed 
colleagues, his perform¬ 
ance lingering long after 
the credits. 

Despite this fulsome 
praise, Only God 
Forgives isn’t an easy 
film to love and should 
be approached mindful 
of its lack of story and 
depth; many will no 
doubt find the film too 
slow and unengaging. 
But if you fancy some¬ 
thing of a challenge, 
then it is certainly worth 
a try, a dark, disembod- 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


ied picture that will stay 
with you. 

VERDICT - Very 
much a ‘Marmite’ 
film, Only God 
Forgives will anger as 
many people as it will 
please. Nicholas 
Winding Refn’s wilful¬ 
ly difficult work can’t 
be approached too 
casually, but with some 
stunning moments it 
will reward those will¬ 
ing to stick with it. 
Recommended. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Drive (2011), 
Bronson (2008). 


Flying 
priest is 
back in 
Barry 

THIS Sunday 
(August 11) there is 
the chance in 
Barry, to hear a 
priest who in 
recent months has 
been flown by RAF 
jet to take charge 
of churches of the 
South Atlantic 
Island of St Helena 
and sailed on the 
paddle steamer 
Waverley, to lead 
Evensong on 
Lundy Island in 
the Bristol 
Channel. 

Father Roy Doxsey 
was, until one year ago, 
Vicar of the Church of 
St German in Cardiff. 
His life as a priest has 
included the amazing 
contrasts of serving in 
the poorest and most 
deprived parts of Africa 
and as chaplain at an 
English public school. 

He will lead the serv¬ 
ices, and preach, at the 
church of Merthyr 
Dyfan on Sunday at 
8.45am and at St Paul’s 
Church, in St Paul’s 
Avenue Barry at 10am. 

Everyone is welcome 


Ty Hafan winners 

THE following are winning numbers in the Ty 
Hafan lottery draw of August 2. 

• £2,000: 850759. 

• The rollover, which stands at £3,500, was not 
won this week. 

• £10: 477493, 190334, 895762, 832389, 

410960, 276397, 395579,531315, 870507, 412071, 
101644, 140826, 485391, 344366, 154624, 712758, 
622188,397955, 221935,844575. 

• £5: 839267,551844, 568887, 311552, 895465, 
365208, 582387, 227469, 790282, 257507, 151829, 
155914, 476146, 903669, 292498, 114165, 866041, 
199489, 75779, 130643, 751373, 581861, 827789, 
536974, 641808, 257572, 606587, 569888, 367138, 
592804, 704939, 800491, 309068, 496830, 201596, 
524856, 438879, 320968, 890694, 538603, 128654, 
165073, 353173, 117463, 575981, 607607, 268513, 
716369, 694664, 898202, 293481, 384784, 666375, 
525399, 872658, 525159, 287074, 277902, 774586, 
000463. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in the above. 

For lottery information please telephone 029 2053 
2300. 


n 


Co%rbndge 

Music 

festival 


Dth-27th September 2011 

SittovVUky Trio 

ItHDwe 

VftVno* Ivarr. 

Mcarm 
Ha rwtah Stone 
Q«ry Gnffctht 

..ar*d other top musicians from 
*1 nvrr turope 

rrx»ti n dgpmii t rt * 1 rn.iic 


O 





to join the services and 
meet Father Doxsey, 
who will be accompa¬ 
nied by his famous Jack 
Russell terriers, Megan 
and Jasper, who are 
great favourites, partic¬ 
ularly with all children. 

Coychurch 

Show 

WHATEVER the 
weather throws at 
gardeners, there is 
sure to be some¬ 
thing worth seeing 
in Coychurch at 


the 37th annual 
horticultural show, 
at the Williams 
Memorial Hall, on 
Saturday, August 
17, at 2pm. 

Classes include the 
usual flowers, vegeta¬ 
bles and fruit, along 
with flower arranging, 
crafts, preserves and 
home baking. 

A children’s competi¬ 
tion has also been 
included this year. 

Presentations will be 
made to the winners of 


the best kept front gar¬ 
den competition. 
Refreshments will be 
available during the 
afternoon, and there 
will be a plant stall for 
those looking for a 
‘green’ bargain. 


Experienced 
Maths & English 

TUTOR 

Key stage 2, 3 & 4 
Call Jamie 

07736 428413 
01446 620545 


_ [ Back under old management ] 



BARRY 

ISLAND 


Now Open Every Day and Evening 

Quiz Night with drinks promotions 
Every Thursday 

starting 15th August at 9pm - £1 per person 
Drinks Offers from 7pm til late 

Carling £2.50 pint • Any spirit & mixer only £3 

It’s Back... ! Our famous ... 

SUNDAY CARVERY 

served 12 noon - 4pm 

2 Courses - Soup and help yourself Carvery 

Adults £7.50; Children £4.50 

FREEBIE FRIDAYS 

Free Live Music - Friday 23rd August 9pm 

Matt Sage and Jon Lilly white 

Acoustic Guitar Duo - “A MUST SEE” 

Friday 6th September 9pm 

STONEHOUSE 

The Brilliant Classic Rockband 
Friday 13th September 7.30pm 

ACOUSTIC NIGHT 

A range of music from 8 acoustic acts 



We are 
now taking 
bookings 
for Christmas 
Parties 


Please m 
call us on 


01446 

721888 


Bookings 
being taken 
^0 for Birthday 
7 Parties and 
Special Events 


FOX & HOUNDS 

LLANCARFAN 

We are pleased to announce 
the opening of our 

WELSH PRODUCE 
and GIFT SHOP 

• Locally produced food 
• Artisan products 

01446 781287 
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VOLUNTEERS BRAVE ICE AND SNOW FOR 
LOCAL CHARITY DURING MOUNTAIN TREK 



ABOVE: The Touching the Sun team on Iliniza Norte, 


ABOVE: The ‘Touching the Sun’ Team being welcomed home by Jon Horne, the chief executive of Cardiff Airport. 


Photos at Cardiff Airport by Keith E Morgan. 
Other photos by members of the 
‘TOUCHING THE SUN’ team. 


A GROUP of supporters of a 
Cowbridge-based charity have 
made it safely home after 
almost two weeks trekking 
through snow and ice at high 
altitude in South America. 

The Prostate Cymru ‘Touching 
The Sun’ team returned home to 
Cardiff Airport last Thursday 
(August 1). 

As the photos on this page make 
clear, although the phrase ’touch¬ 
ing the sun’ might conjure up 
images of somewhere warm, in 
reality the walk was a serious 
mountain expedition. 

The team had to navigate long 
stretches of snow and ice, and cold 
weather clothing was essential. 

Their mission was to climb five 
volcanos - one the highest moun¬ 
tain in Ecuador - to raise money 
for robotic surgery at the 
University of Wales Hospital, 
Cardiff, as part of the Prostate 
Cymru ‘Touching The Sun’ 
Challenge 

In fact, the team were unable to 
reach the summit of all five, 
because the highest peak of 
Chimborazo was impossible to 


climb due to the extremely bad 
weather. 

The Prostate Cymru ‘band of 
brothers’ (and sisters) were led 
by Andy Thomas, consultant 
urologist at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, the co¬ 
founder, with the late Ray 
Murray, of GLAZE and Prostate 
Cymru. 

Andy’s team was Sue and 
Eddie Butler, Martin Caswell, 
Peter Croke, Nigel Cuthbertson, 
John Edwards, Wynne Harries, 
Christine Holme, Andrew Jones, 
Keith Mort, Matt Murray and 
Robert Norster. 

During the 15-day expedition, 
they walked through the ‘Avenue 
of Volcanoes’, which contains 
some of the country’s highest vol¬ 
canic peaks. 

The team were welcomed home 
at the airport by family and 
friends and by Jon Horne, the 
chief executive of Cardiff Airport. 

BELOW: 

On the way up Cotopaxi, 
the trekkers encountered 
a steep ice wall. 




ABOVE: 

Sue and Eddie Butler descend Cotopaxi. 

RIGHT: 

Matt Murray with his mother Lyn scanning 
the pages of the GEM to read the report on 
the team’s departure. 



ABOVE: Bob Norster and Andy Thomas on 
the summit of Cotopaxi. 



ABOVE: Andy Thomas discussing the 
expedition with Mrs Lyn Murray, widow of 
co-founder Ray Murray. 
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Remembering the courage and sacrifice of 
men from the Vale in Year of the Convoy 


T HE Merchant 
Navy 
Association 
came ‘off the slip¬ 
way’ in August 1989 
when the newly- 
formed branches 
began to raise 
awareness of the 
Merchant Navy 
and, in particular, 
the dedication and 
commitment of 
merchant seafarers 
during war and con¬ 
flict. 

For the first time, in 
the year 2000, Merchant 
Navy veterans marched 
behind the Royal Navy in 
Column E, and the 
Merchant Navy wreath 
was proudly laid at the 
Cenotaph in Whitehall, 
London. 

The wreath, with its 
unique MN design, 
joined the ‘Red Duster’ 
which had been dis¬ 
played at the Cenotaph 
since the memorial was 
dedicated. 

“Let those who come 
after see to it that his 
name be not forgotten”. 

Also in 2000, HM 
Government approved 
September 3 as Merchant 
Navy Day. It was the day 
that the SS Athenia was 
sunk, just nine hours 
after Prime Minister 
Chamberlain declared 
the outbreak of war on 
the ‘wireless’. 

It should also be noted 
that the last casualties 
before VE Day were on a 
Merchant ship, also with 
the loss of merchant sea¬ 
farers. 

A MN Stamp 
of Approval 

The Merchant Navy 
Association (Wales) 
Barry branch has worked 
for over three years, with 
many other bodies, in an 
attempt to gain a Royal 
Mail ‘Stamp of 
Approval’ for, and in 
tribute to, the men of the 
British Merchant Navy. 

This autumn will see 
the stamps issued on 
September 19. The sub¬ 
ject looks at 200 years of 
the British merchant 
fleet, from the age of sail 
to the modern bulk carri¬ 
er and marks the contri¬ 
bution made by the 
Merchant Service. 

Some famous ships 
are included, such as the 
Cutty Sark and the Queen 
Elizabeth. Also featured 
are Royal Mail ships, 
including the renowned 
Britannia , propelled by 
both steam and sail, it 
famously made an inau¬ 
gural voyage for the 
Cunard line which had 
the contract to convey 
the mail. 

The miniature sheet, 
titled ‘The Atlantic and 
Arctic Convoys’, focuses 
on the Merchant Navy’s 


vital role and sacrifice 
during the Second World 
War, when military sup¬ 
plies, foodstuffs and peo¬ 
ple were transported in 
large convoys to avoid 
being sunk by the enemy. 

Four black-and-white 
photographs offer a look 
at the daily life at sea 
during this time. 2013 is 
Year of the Convoy - 
noting the year when the 
Battle of the Atlantic 
reached its height and the 
German U-boat menace 
began to be defeated. 

The mini sheet will be 
a tribute to the courage of 
the personnel of the con¬ 
voys and the harsh condi¬ 
tions and terrifying risks 
they faced. 

The quote on the mini 
sheet, from Winston 
Churchill, is a chilling 
reminder of these risks - 
“The only thing ever that 
really frightened me dur¬ 
ing the war was the U- 
Boat peril”. 

THE MONTHS OF 
JULY WORLD WAR 2 
On July 15, 1940, the 
British cargo steamer SS 
Bellerock was mined and 
sunk in the middle of the 
Bristol Channel between 
Foreland Point and 
Porthcawl with the loss 
of 17 lives, including the 
cook William Piper. 
William aged 24, was the 
son of William James 
Piper and Edith Piper of 
Barry. 

Four days later, the 
cargo steamer SS 
Pearlmoor was torpe¬ 
doed and sunk by the 
German submarine U-62 
on July 19. The master 
and 25 crew members 
landed at Gola Island in 
Ireland. 

Thirteen members of 
the crew died, including 
local men Salih Tabit, 
Mohamed Masul, Abel 
Mosham, Mohamed 
Rajah and third Engineer 
Officer George Newton. 

Also on July 19, 1941, 
the SS Holmside was 
attacked by the enemy 
submarine U-66, north¬ 
east of the Cape Verde 
Islands. 

During a first attack 
,the ship had been missed 
with two stem and two 
bow torpedoes but it was 
then hit by three torpe¬ 
does and sank within 15 
minutes. 

Eighteen crew mem¬ 
bers and three gunners 
were lost. The master, 13 
crew members and two 
gunners were picked up 
by the Portuguese steam 
merchant Sete Cidades 
and landed at Lisbon on 
August 1. 

Barry resident 

Hazmah Ebanks was 
lost, he was a son of 
Albert N and Laura A 
Ebanks; husband of 
Nadine W Ebanks, of 
West Bay, Grand 
Cayman, Cayman 
Islands. 

On July 27, 1941, the 


CLASSICAL DUO 

GUITAR duo, Stephen Biggs and Rachel Buckley 
will be performing on Sunday, August 11 from 
3pm - 5pm for music in the park at Bryngarw 
House and Country Park, Brynmenyn. 

Stephen Biggs is an experienced classical guitar 
player and will be playing Spanish and South 
American-style music, accompanied by Rachel 
Buckley, a graduate from the Royal Welsh College 
of Music and Drama. She has been playing and 
teaching the classical guitar for a number of years. 



ABOVE: A World War Two poster. The Merchant Navy Memorial in Barry. 



ABOVE: Part of the roll call of those 
lost on the SS Stanleigh. 


cargo steamer SS 
Kellwyn when en route 
from Tyne - Oban - 
Lisbon in Convoy OG-69 
was torpedoed by 
German submarine U-79 
and sunk. 

The Master, Alexander 
McLean (son of Daniel 
and Elizabeth McLean; 
husband of Annie Mary 
McLean) of Barry, 10 
crew members and three 
gunners were lost. 

Nine crew members 
were picked up by the 
British armed trawler 
HMS St Nectan and land¬ 
ed at Gibraltar on August 
1. 

The SS Hoihow was a 
British cargo steamer of 
2,798 tons built in 1933. 
On July 2, 1943, when en 
route from Mauritius for 
Tamatave, she was torpe¬ 
doed by German subma¬ 
rine U-181 and sunk - 
144 persons were lost 
from a total of 149. 

The Chief Engineer 
Officer George Richard 
Wensley (son of Joseph 
Edwin and Mary 
Wensley) a local man, 
was lost. 

A week later, on July 
9, the SS Manchester 
Citizen, another British 
cargo steamer, when en 
route from Freetown to 
Lagos in ballast and in 
Convoy ST-71, was tor¬ 
pedoed by German sub¬ 
marine U-508 (George 
Staats) and sunk. 


A 45-year-old able 
seaman, Nazzareno 
Busuttil from Barry, was 
lost from the Manchester 
Citizen. 

The SS Empire Lake 
was a cargo steamer of 
2,852 tons built in 1941. 
On July 15, 1943, when 
en route from Durban for 
Aden and Middle East, 
she was torpedoed by 
German submarine U- 
181 and sunk. Thirty one 
of the crew were lost 
from a total crew of 38. 

Local man Chief 
Officer Hiram L Brock 
and the Chief Engineer 
Officer, Ronald Edward 
Marr (son of Wellington 
Best Marr and Lilian 
Hardy Marr) of Penarth, 
were lost. 

On July 26, 1943, the 
SS Fishpool (2) was sunk 
in an air raid at Syracuse 
while discharging ammu¬ 
nition and aviation spirit 
brought from Alexandria, 
killing 23 crew, including 
Barry man Ernest 
Edmonson, the Chief 
Engineer Officer, and 
five DEMs gunners. 
Eighteen survived. 

On July 24, 1944, the 
British steamship 

Portsea struck a mine 
and sank off Ancona in 
the Adriatic. Twenty five 
of her crew were lost, 
including local resident 
Ali Farah. A few days 
later, on July 29, 1943, 
the MV Cornish City, a 


British cargo motor ves¬ 
sel carrying 9,600 tons of 
coal, was torpedoed by 
German submarine U- 
177 and sunk. 

Thirty seven of the 
crew were lost from a 
total of 43. Her Master, 
Henry Thomas Isaac 
aged 48 (son of Thomas 
and Florence Isaac; hus¬ 
band of Kitty Isaac, of 
Barry) and Able Seaman 
Gerald Buttigieg aged 
35, another local man, 
were among those lost. 

Cowbridge: 

The free-standing 
stone memorial on the 
edge of the pavement 
outside Cowbridge Town 
Hall is dated circa 1921 
by the UK National 
Inventory of War 
Memorials. 

On the face towards 
the road the inscription 
reads: To the memory of 
the men of this borough 
who volunteered for 
active service and gave 
their lives for King and 
Country in the great 
European war 1914 - 
1919. 

On the opposite face 
there is the inscription: 
And to the memory of 
those of this borough 
who gave their lives in 
the Second World War 
1939 -1945. 

In 2008, the War 
Memorials Trust added 
the name of Stoker 
Benjamin Hayward RN 


(Royal Navy) to the 
memorial and repainted 
all the names on the 
memorial in black enam¬ 
el. 

While the majority of 
the men commemorated 
at Cowbridge from the 
First World War were in 
the army, the Second 
World War names are 
spread between the serv¬ 
ices to include men from 
the Royal Air Force and 
the Mercantile and Royal 
Navies. 

Another Royal Navy 
Petty Officer, David 
Morgan John, is remem¬ 
bered on the memorial, 
along with the many of 
the armed forces. 


The memorial also 
pays tribute to Thomas 
John Richards, Merchant 
Navy, who died on 
March 14, 1941, age 55. 
Records show that 
Thomas was Chief 
Engineer on the 
steamship SS Stanleigh, 
in convoy off Liverpool 
Bay when she was 
attacked at night by a 
German aircraft. 

She soon sank, rolling 
so that she destroyed one 
of her boats full of men. 
Six men survived on a 
raft (oil barrels and 
planks) being picked up 
after a day afloat. 

Thomas is remem¬ 
bered with honour on 


f * \ 



Cowbridge’s war 
memorial. 


Panel 101, Tower Hill 
Memorial, and at 
Cowbridge. 

Merchant Navy Day is 
September 3, each year. 

The annual national 
commemoration is at 
Tower Hill, London, this 
year on Sunday, 
September 8, and will 
remember all. 

The Merchant Navy 
Association (Wales) 
Barry branch will hold its 
‘annual seafarers’ serv¬ 
ice’ during this Year of 
the Convoy 2013 in 
September, shortly after 
the Post Office - 
Merchant Navy Stamps 
of approval issue. 

JT GREENWAY 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(DURELL STREET, LLANTWIT MAJOR) 
TRAFFIC CALMING 2013 

1. Notice is hereby given that the Vale of Glamorgan Council, in exercise 
of its powers under Sections 90A and C of the Highways Act 1980 (as 
amended), the provisions contained within The Highways (Road Humps) 
Regulations 1999 and all other enabling powers, proposes to construct 
traffic calming measures as detailed in the Schedule to this Notice. 

2. Full details of the proposals, to include a copy the drawing (T12/95/MS) 
may be inspected at the address shown below during normal office hours 
and any objection you may have to this proposal must be submitted to the 
Head of Visible Services (IF713) in writing by the 30th August 2013 and 
must contain the grounds upon which you object. 

3. Persons objecting to the proposed traffic calming are advised that in 
view of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 this 
Council is legally obliged to make any comments received in response to 
the proposal open to public inspection. 

SCHEDULE 

The construction of traffic calming as specified below: 

Two 75mm high speed cushions with approximate dimensions: 

1.75 metres wide x 1.9 metres long. 

The centres being approximately 9 metres and 
junction with Commercial Street. 

Dated this 8th day of August 2013 
Mr. M.E. Punter 

Director of Visible Services and Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Quarry Road, Wenvoe, CF5 6AA. 


CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2013 
GORCHYMYN (ARAFUTRAFFIG) 
(DURELL STREET, LLANILLTUD FAWR) 

1. Hysbysir trwy hyn y bydd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei bwerau 
o dan Adrannau 90A ac C Deddf Priffyrddl980 (ddiwygiedig), Deddf Rhe- 
oleiddio Traffig Ffyrdd 1984, y darpariaethau yn Rheoliadau Priffyrdd 
(Twmpathau Ffordd) 1999, a phob p_er galluogi arall, yn cymryd y camau 

i arafu traffig sydd wedi’u hegluro yn yr atodlen i’r hysbysiad hwn. 

2. Cewch weld y cynigion llawn, gan gynnwys copi o’r Nun (T12/95/MS) yn 
y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau swyddfa arferol. Os oes gennych unrhyw 
wrthwynebiad i’r cynnig, dylech anfon llythyr at Gyfarwyddwr 
Gwasanaethau Gweladwy a Thai (IF713) erbyn 30 Awst 2013 gan nodi’ch 
rhesymau dros ei wrthwynebu. 

3. Os ydych yn gwrthwynebu’r cynnig hwn, y mae’n bwysig cofio bod 
dyletswydd ar y cyngor o dan Ddeddf Llywodraeth Leol (Hawl i Wybo- 
daeth) 1985, i sicrhau bod unrhyw sylw sy’n dod i law mewn ymateb iddo, 
ar gael i’r cyhoedd ei astudio. 

ATOLDEN 

Gosod y deunydd canlynol ar gyfer arafu traffig: 

Dwy glustog 75mm ar gyfer arafu traffig tra chyflym sydd oddeutu: 

1.75 medr o led ac 1.9 medr o hyd. 

Bydd mannau canol y rhain yn rhyw 9 medr a 43 medr i’r gogledd o’r 
gyffordd a Commercial Street. 

Dyddiedig 8 Awst 2013 

Mr. M. E. Punter 

Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Gweladwy a Thai, 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Canolfan yr Alpau, Heol y Chwarel, Gwenfo, CF5 6AA. 


43 metres north of the 

VALE of GLAMORGAN 



BRO MORGANNWG 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 



BRO MORGANNWG 




































22 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, August 8th, 2013 


WO-O-O! watch out for the ‘Creepy House’ 



Council Leader, 
Coun Mel Nott, cabinet 
member for children 
and young people, Coun 
Huw David, Coun 
Hailey Townsend and 
local children Maddi 
and Finn meet the 
Creepy House’s 
spooky characters. 

HUNDREDS of 
children in 

Bridgend County 
Borough have 
signed up to a 
‘spooky summer of 
frightening fun’ by 
pledging to read six 
books from their 
local library - as 
part of this year’s 
free summer read¬ 
ing challenge. 

The theme is ‘Creepy 
House’, and Bridgend 
library and information 
service is running a 
series of creepy craft and 
spooky story activities. 

Taking part are: 
Aberkenfig Library, 
every Thursday at 10am 
until August 22; 
Bridgend Library, every 
Thursday at 2.15pm until 
August 29; Pencoed 
Library, Thursday, 
August 15 at 2.30pm; 
Porthcawl Library, every 
Wednesday at 2.30pm 
until August 14; Pyle 
Life Centre, every 
Thursday at 2.30pm until 
August 22. 

To find out more about 
the summer reading chal¬ 
lenge, or to get your child 
involved, visit www.brid- 
gend.gov.uk/libraries or 
pop into your local 
library. 


Children of foster carers 
praised for their Vital role’ 



ABOVE: Sons and daughters 
receiving their certificates. 


THE important role 
that the young sons 
and daughters of 
local foster carers 
can play in helping 
fostered children to 
feel welcome was 
marked when 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) and 
Fostering Network 
Wales organised a 
storytelling day at 
Bridgend 

Recreation Centre. 

Children of foster 
carers aged between 
five and nine were treat¬ 
ed to storytelling with 
Steve Killick, games, 
crafts, a picnic, and 
awarded certificates for 
helping fostered chil- 


Quiz League testers 

HERE are this between 1959 and 1976? 
week’s specials: 4 * which strait sepa- 

1. Which Austrian rates Cape Yorke penin- 
composer’s last 12 sym- sular of Australia from 


phonies are known col- the island 
lectively as the ‘London Guinea? 
Symphonies’? 

2. Which song by U2 
was a tribute to the great 
Billie Holliday? 

3. Charlie Aitkin made 
a record 650 league 
appearances for which 
current Premiership side 


of New 


A Rudge 
(for Quiz League)) 
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dren to feel part of the 
family. 

Plans are in place for 
developing a regular 
support group for the 
young children, and the 
event was also designed 
to provide an opportuni¬ 
ty for them to get to 
know each other. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for 
children and young peo¬ 
ple, said: “The sons and 
daughters of our carers 
play a vital role in pro¬ 
viding successful foster 
placements, so it’s 
important to celebrate 
their role and provide 
them with suitable sup¬ 
port. 

“Being part of a fos¬ 
ter family has a signifi¬ 
cant impact on the 
whole household as they 
cope with the changes 
and challenges of wel¬ 
coming foster children 
in the home. 

“I’d urge anyone who 
is thinking about foster¬ 
ing, but who may be 
worried about how it 
will affect their family, 
to get in touch with the 
fostering team and learn 
more about the support 
that we offer for the 
whole household.” 


Paralympian 
Simon urges 
families to 
‘GET GOING’ 

this summer! 


PORTHCAWL’S 
Paralympic medal¬ 
winning cyclist, 
Simon Richardson 
MBE, is urging 
families to take up 
the challenge of the 
Welsh 
Government’s 
Change4Life cam¬ 
paign - to get chil¬ 
dren off the sofa 
and into action dur¬ 
ing the school sum¬ 
mer holidays. 

Voicing his support 
for the campaign, the 
Beijing record breaker 
has emphasised the 
importance of being 
active as a child, and is 
encouraging families to 
get out and about this 
summer. 

The 46-year-old is 
supporting the Welsh 
Government’s 
Change4Life campaign, 
entitled ‘Get Going’, 
which provides new 
cost-effective ideas to 
help families be more 
energetic over the com¬ 
ing weeks. These ideas 
have just been posted on 
the campaign website. 

Simon, who won two 
golds and one silver 
medal at the Beijing 
Paralympic Games in 
2008, said: “Getting out- 
side and being active has 



ABOVE: Simon Richardson 


always been a part of my 
life, both before and 
after my car accident. 
I’ve not let anything 
hold me back and I know 
from experience that 
getting exercise of any 
kind in the fresh air is so 
rewarding for the mind 
and body. 

“I really recommend 
making the most of the 
summer to get active as a 
family. It really doesn’t 
matter what you do - as 
long as it gets the heart 
pumping, that’s what 
counts.” 

‘Get Going’ is pro¬ 
moting simple, low-cost 
or no-cost, informal 
activities and games 
designed to help chil¬ 
dren achieve a target of 
60 active minutes a day, 
and parents 150 minutes 
a week. 


YOUNG JACK’S STORY PROMPTS 
FUNDRAISING EFFORTS FOR 
BOBATH CHILDREN’S CHARITY 


STAFF from recruitment 
company, Smart Solutions, 
have picked up their pad¬ 
dles and canoed 20 miles 
to raise almost £5,000 for 
the Bobath Children’s 
Therapy Centre Wales. 

Twenty-three members of staff 
from the recruitment company, 
which has an office on Wyndham 
Street in Bridgend, tackled the 
Brecon and Monmouth Canal to 
canoe a 2- mile stretch, while a 
further 11 donned their walking 
boots to trek 10 miles, complet¬ 
ing the route on foot. 

Despite a wobbly start that 
saw some of the team take an 
unexpected summer-dip, all of 
the canoeists and walkers made it 
over the line, raising an impres¬ 
sive £4,825. 

Smart Solutions chief execu¬ 
tive, Nathan Bowles, said: 
“Canoeing 20 miles is no mean 
feat and I am really proud of the 
team who all made it over the 
finish line, despite a few of us 
who struggled to stay upright in 
the beginning! 

“It was a great day out and 
helped to bring the team, who are 
based across south Wales, togeth¬ 
er to raise money for a fantastic 
cause, and I would like to say 
thank you and well done to all 
canoeists and walkers who took 
part.” 


The company decided to raise 
money for the Bobath Children’s 
Therapy Centre Wales after see¬ 
ing the support and treatment 
that the charity provided to team 
member Deb Vincent and her 
two-year-old son, Jack. 

Jack contracted meningitis 
when he was just four weeks old 
and suffered a series of mini 
strokes, resulting in brain dam¬ 
age leading to a diagnosis of 
Athetoid Cerebral Palsy. 

When Jack was seven months 
old his family was referred to the 
Bobath by their consultant paedi¬ 
atrician and the charity provided 
specialist physiotherapy, and 
speech and language therapy, to 
help Jack improve his core 
strength and oral s ki lls. 

It has agreed to fund treatment 
for Jack and already his parents 
have seen improvements. Jack is 
now able to sit unaided for a few 
seconds and be fed by hand, 
rather than through a tube. 

As a result of the support that 
Bobath has given to Deb, Smart 
Solutions Recruitment has nomi¬ 
nated it as their charity of the 
year and has committed to rais¬ 
ing £21,000 for the cause over 
the next 12 months. 

Mr Bowles said: “We have 
been genuinely touched by the 
generous, life-changing support 
that the Bobath Children’s 
Therapy Centre Wales has shown 


to Deb, Jack and the whole fami¬ 
ly, and we really wanted to do 
what we could to support the 
charity. 

“This year, Smart Solutions 
turns five years old, while 
Bobath is celebrating its 21st 
anniversary. We have committed 
to spend our fifth year raising 
£21,000 for the charity to help 
support the good work they do 
for so many children. 

“This is the first in a long line 
of fundraising initiatives that 
we’ll be rolling out over the 
coming year, and we’re already 
busy planning our next event, 
which will be a themed fundrais¬ 
ing dinner in Cardiff on 
November 23.” 

The Bobath Children’s 
Therapy Centre Wales provides 
specialist therapy to children 
across Wales who have cerebral 
palsy. 

It is made up of three disci¬ 
plines, physiotherapy, occupa¬ 
tional therapy, and speech and 
language therapy, and aims to 
give each child the skills to 
explore the world, communicate 
their needs and participate as 
much as possible in all aspects of 
their lives. 

The charity treats more than 
450 children in Wales each year 
and needs to raise over £lm 
every year to make this possible. 


The initiative comes 
against the background 
of newly released fig¬ 
ures from the Public 
Health Wales National 
child measurement pro¬ 
gramme showing that, in 
Wales, 28 per cent of 
four and five year olds 
had an unhealthy body 
mass index (BMI), with 
12.5 per cent falling into 
the ‘obese category’. 

The Welsh 

Government aims to 
inspire both children 
and adults to change 
their behaviour and lead 
a more active life. Get 
Going, which is part of 
the wider Change4Life 
Wales campaign to 
improve the health of the 
nation, invites people to 
sign up online at 
www. c han g e 41 ife 
wales.org.uk and discov¬ 
er low-cost ways of stay¬ 
ing active this summer. 


School set 
to launch 
a food 
‘revolution’ 

LAST month, saw 
the beginning of a 
food revolution at 
Llanfair school, 
where work began 
on four raised beds, 
in a bid to encour¬ 
age the local com¬ 
munity to grow 
their own produce. 

Sarah Trigg, Llanfair 
school garden co-ordina- 
tor, said: “The main part 
of the project is getting 
the community involved 
in growing their own 
produce and using our 
lovely countryside, rather 
than just having a field 
used only by the school. 

“The school is the 
heart of the community, 
because we haven’t got a 
local pub or a community 
hall in St Mary Church.” 

The school hopes to 
start planting vegetables 
when term starts in 
September. 

Helping to build the 
boxes alongside school 
governors were volun¬ 
teers from both Llanfair 
and St Mary Church. 
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Newly-formed Players 
perform Hamlet for 
St John’s House Trust 



Bringing Elsinore to 
Newcastle Hill. 



A fundraising first performance of Hamlet 
for St John’s House Trust, Newcastle Hill, 
Bridgend, was held at historic Newcastle on 
Saturday evening by the newly-formed 
Theatre Group, St John’s House Players. 

“Thanks to all who supported this event 
and made it a huge success; and special 
thanks to Ella Riley’s Sweetshop and 
Felicity’s on Nolton Street, who promoted and 
sold tickets for the event,” a spokeswoman 
said. 



ABOVE: Hamlet (Lewis Coster) 
with Horatio (Morgan Neagle). 
(No prizes fro remembering 
Hamlet’s next line!) 


PORTHCAWL 

ROBBERY: 

police appeal 

DETECTIVES investigating a robbery 
at a jeweller’s shop on John Street, 
Porthcawl at around 10.10am on 
August 1, have recovered clothing worn 
by suspects, as well as some of the 
stolen items. 

They were recovered from gardens at the rear 
of Gordon Road and Highfield Avenue and 
included a skull cap and spectacles worn by the 
suspects. 

Officers also want to trace the occupants of 
two vehicles which were parked in a lay-by on 
Jubilee Gardens near Porthcawl cemetery the 
night before the robbery (Tuesday, July 30). 

One was a white Volkswagen T5 Transport 
with silver chrome on the front and tinted rear 
windows. The other was a grey Volkswagen LT35 
van. Both had Lithuanian number plates, bear¬ 
ing the country code ‘LT and the European flag 
on the number plates. 

Three men entered the jewellers’ shop and 
sprayed the two staff members with an unknown 
substance, before binding them with tape and 
stealing a large quantity of jewellery, police 
reported. 

Anyone with information, is asked to contact 
Bridgend CID on 101, or free and anonymously 
via Crimestoppers on 0800 555111 and quote ref¬ 
erence 62130237419. 

STOP PRESS: 

As The GEM went to press, South Wales Police 
announced that a 27-year-old Lithuanian nation¬ 
al from the Essex area had been arrested. Police 
had also recovered a Volkswagen Transporter 
vehicle, registration FTZ449. 


Local lifeguard 
wins scholarship 


A YOUNG archi¬ 
tect from Ogmore- 
by-Sea has been 
awarded a national 
architecture schol¬ 
arship of £1,500. 

Joe Travers-Jones 
(20) beat off competi¬ 
tion from six other 
young architects from 
across Wales, to receive 
the National Eisteddfod 
for Wales Architecture 
Scholarship, which is 
supported by the Design 
Commission for Wales. 

This recognises the 
design achievements of 
talented young architects 
aged 25 or under, and 
aims to further their 
understanding of cre¬ 
ative architecture. 

Mr Travers-Jones, 
who works as an RNLI 
lifeguard in the Vale of 
Glamorgan alongside his 
studies at University 
College London’s 
Bartlett School of 
Architecture, won the 
award for his design 
project The Blue 
Lagoon, which proposed 
turning a former indus¬ 
trial slate quarry in 
Pembrokeshire into a 
thermal spa with saltwa¬ 
ter pools and seaweed 
baths. 

The selectors for the 


scholarship were Dan 
Benham of Loyn & Co 
Architects and Roger 
Connah of Carleton 
University, Ottawa. 

Roger Connah said: 
“Joe’s submission, The 
Blue Lagoon, clearly 
stood out from the rest. 
There was a knowing 
depth of analysis 
throughout his work, 
showing graphic literacy 
and the benefits of a 
hybrid ecological 
approach, all linked by 
an impressive conceptu¬ 
al strength.” 

Carole-Anne Davies, 
chief executive of the 
Design Commission for 
Wales, added: 

“Nurturing young, cre¬ 
ative talent is vital to the 
future of architecture in 
Wales and we are 
delighted to award this 
scholarship to Joe.” 

Joe said: “I was really 
happy, surprised and 
honoured to have been 
given this award. 

“My ultimate goal is 
to become a practising 
architect in Wales, so to 
be recognised at such a 
high level is a real sense 
of achievement.” 



Stagecoach Theatre 
Arts celebrates 
silver anniversary 


IN celebration of Stagecoach’s 25th 
anniversary, 220 students from 
Stagecoach Bridgend and Cowbridge 
performed a spectacular evening of musi¬ 
cal theatre to a packed house at Barry 
Memorial Theatre. 

The young performers, aged six to 19 years, 
thrilled and impressed with wonderful song and 


dance routines, from the ‘silver screen’ to ‘mod¬ 
ern day’, the ‘West End’ to ‘Broadway’ - includ¬ 
ing ‘ Wicked’, ‘Billy Elliot ’, ‘A Chorus Line’, 
‘Hairspray’, ‘‘Rock of Ages’, ‘Singing in the 
Rain’, and ‘ Beauty & The Beast”. 

The finale featured all performers on-stage 
for an unforgettable medley from the musical 
‘‘Matilda’, which brought rapturous applause 
and a well-deserved standing ovation. 


Bridgend Royal Marine 
hosts Prince Harry at 
naval opening ceremony 



A ROYAL Marine cor¬ 
poral from Bridgend 
had the “unique 
opportunity” of host¬ 
ing Prince Harry at 
the opening of a new 
Royal Navy centre of 
excellence in 
Plymouth. 

Corporal Nick Gam 
(38) said it was an hon¬ 
our for his unit at the 
launch of Royal Marines 
Tamar at HM Naval 
Base, Devonport, on 
Friday, August 2. 

The royal guest, in his 
role as Commodore-in- 
Chief Small Ships and 
Diving, attended the VIP 
event at RM Tamar, 
which is the new centre 
of operational and train¬ 
ing units for the Royal 
Marines ’ landing and 
raiding craft. 

To mark the occasion, 
Prince Harry spent two 
hours at the £30m com¬ 
plex, inspecting the 
Royal Marines and 
Royal Navy personnel on 
parade, before perform¬ 
ing the honour of cere¬ 


monially opening Tamar 
and unveiling a plaque. 

Cpl Gam, who 
attended Brynteg 
Comprehensive School, 
is a vehicle mechanic 
with the Royal Marines. 

He said: “Our new 
facility here in Plymouth 
is a fantastic Royal Navy 
asset. The Navy has 
brought together differ¬ 
ent elements of its 
amphibious capability 
and made it easier for 
all parts to work togeth¬ 
er. 

“Having Prince 
Harry here to open RM 
Tamar was a real hon¬ 
our. After all the work 
that has gone into it we 
could not have asked for 
a better guest on the 
day. He is someone who 
gets behind the work 
that we do and is always 
interested. ” 

Around 250 Royal 
Marines and Royal Navy 
personnel are based at 
Tamar, which comprises 
the headquarters of 1 
Assault Group Royal 
Marines. 



SUMMER FETE 
IN MAESTEG 

BRYN Celyn Care Home, Maesteg, is 
hosting a summer fete on Saturday, 
August 17, from 11am, with a bouncy 
slide, bungee run and chicken derby. 

A beer tent will be available for the adults, 
courtesy of the landlord from the Red Cow. 
Entertainment will be provided by ‘Contagious’ 
dance troupe and there will be a wide variety of 
food, including burgers cooked on the barbecue. 
For more information, telephone 01656 733901. 
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homes4 

HOTLINE 

01446 709840 


To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 

HOMES4lK2valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

or apply in wntlng to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Visible Services and Housing 
Civic Offices Holton Road. Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street. Barry CF62 7AL 



BUTTLEE COURT. BARRY 


DOROTHY CLOSE. BARRY 


DUNLIN COURT BARRY 



M4Um*m*nvm IlMTCOI 

tatlabh lor a lanily 
himM ig the rrnrmuT 
occupancy reqummnnt 

• Ttvee OtdtOGin fUl 

• Swundtlw 
♦Cam* haabrig 
- DcMM* glaring 

• Manage 1 A alarm 
Real tttJ4 (ar «nk 



M4U intanrim .177 SttI 

SutabI* foe a Inanity 
rrnn 1 t**j th*» miuamim 
OCPtywcy mqiirnmant 

• TViee- Imlnxin house 
I- Cer/ral boring 

• Dctrii* ga.-rtg 

• GUiCM'ai 

nwH rot 63 per wmS 

inditing charge 



HANOVER COURT, BARRY 


MAIN $TRf.rr. flARRY 



Sizable lor a tine** 


• £AjcJd aptrtrmd! 

• Gictnl loor 

• WPS-in nhtrmt 

• OcMRp gltring 

• Eoonpny taring 

• Warden and alarm 
Ram £*3.62 pa* w**A 



.M4L' 

So* Mr a imril family 
mewling Vo natumum 
occupancy raquramanl 

• Twotodroom fUl 

• Ffdt floor 

• Dcutili giuirg 

• Gas contrai taring 
Rani £77.09 pat mmA 
m*.Ur>q ear viur chargee 


H4UmtmwK4U06768 

StiUbif for a Wll family meetng the miwnua oc<up*ncy 
rpqtartmem Prriffeno# oft bt yvin to if<Mnl> ertth a fy p weo 
Money h tet orjn'downeaarig. totenMvwe dl bt carried out 

• T*o bedroom flri 

• FraiAoo* 

• Don he i;U;rg 

• Onto* talt-g 

Root 177.06 par *M«A retting mmc« charges 


BERRY COURT, LLANTW1T MAJOR 


>MU f 703799 

Suitable for a famPy 
mMttng fh* meiimum 
BBWPMtf r B^prfMBMBl 

• Tbree-bfdrucr" house 

• Cam oanral hmlrg 

• DodDl* o tazoQ 

*Encrwj mar garden 

Rati G97.T1 par «*eA 
ncbJffl sarictct^fis 


GWYN JAMES COURT, PENARTX 


AMU 068S24 

lURWf tor a amps 
person ow 35-no pefla 

• Shjd a apari*te-i 

• Fcti loer |hc Kty 

• Duube qUji-q 

• G arete rmp arte r>g 

• 5ctaite Go ominaocr 
Ram CKKJ.94 par «mi 
ineLdrq bailrq, arin 
and estate ctwnjm 


MEIRION CLOSE. BARRY 


M4U mtemno!* 715RW 

Soft tor a torrvtjr matOng 




riqunmant - no pats 

• lao bajrutn lid 

• Ground floor 

■ Dm*** parng 

• onrai I w Mg 

• Communal gardfns 
Rett £90 06 par «Nk 
irctidng etf e< charges 


MOREL STREET BARRY 


OCMORE PLACE, BARRY 


PONTALUN CLOSE, BARRY 


SHELLEY CRESCENT, BARRY 



HUU rwWkia 7Jf6 

Bull AM lor a Minty 
maabng if*a mailmum 
occupancy requirement 

• Thre«-t«*oom houte 

• Centra hairing 

• DO.Dka giaiihQ 

• Ga'fens 

Rant £99.11 p* wocA 
IndudtoQ mii* cra-tHi 


CP 



HA/mriwo* 214671 

Statable for a lately 
mealing the mesumum 
occipincf reqorement 

* Teo-bf«*oon fane 

* Canral taring 
- Doubt* giung 

* Gander* 

Rom £96.36 par weal 

irctedog wfifiar charges 



>MU rvAra’tcar 2216'fd 

Staltor a angle parocn or 
couple errtf 40 no pad 

* One-hfdroom fan 

* Fra I Soar 

* Doubts glaring 

* Cmtm hairing 

* CcnmiutiaJ gri4ana 
Rani £79 77 per ana 
nesting wafer charger* 



H4U mtervnce 273462 

Sellable- for a iMtoly 
morn mg Uia meurnum 
occvpancy raqurwrant 

- 7b roe-bed room nouse 

• Cartral hruling 

• DOitt* 0A2OQ 

-Gander 

Ram £9729 po- noth 

Kcuirg mx* charges 


ST DAVIDS CRESCENT, PENARTH f ST LUKES AVENUE, PCNARTM 


THE WATERFRONT BARRY 



H4U ,Manama 7d4MI 

Statable tor a taarnty 
mnrrllng flu* i-.uimtm 
occupancy rnguimmem 

• TlraM-LaKlraoffi hoaw 

•Centra taring 

• CkMRe glaring 

• Qtrdana 

Rant 1104.12 par «ml 

■rrhrjn; rnfvy charged 



NdCi -rAn»'rr JA3QIX1 

Suflirita for a f*«lfy 
man ting tha ma»mm 
occupancy riqurimart 

■ lea-bairrerr fan 

• Rigt floor 

* rcirita garng 

• Oraril hcofng 

* Conmiro garden b 

Ram £86.99 p*r wco* 

»ac kiting wtftt’ cfii/gtri 



H4U rufamma f 106777 

SulUrito tor appEonto autr 49 meeting the mAiAmm aompwy 
requAement. Preference Mil be gl»en to appEoMt riNb • prwMfl 
tenancy Nteory,'donnslilng taaeotmes Mil be canted out 

• Tmd- bedroom lid 

• Lift a>fitutya 

• Double gtering 

• Gam arrial hanlnq 

• Parting 

Rant £96.91 pa vmaA Cdud'g aanca diaqn 



TREBEFERAD, LLANTW1T MAJOR 



H4V mNmnrp 2X274 

Suitable tor a taatfly 
meeting the mawnum 
occupancy rtquremtfit 

• Thme-bedmom r,m#< 

• Carttral fitting 

• Double ga;ng 
- (iantam 

Reed CIOS 96 per weeA 
ire Ud ng iaate r charges 


VVnirt you Na to deniaa ria opt or-*, 
ato table so vou? 

ff so. ctf: our Mcney Adiice Line on 
0Ua6 7CB2n2 for lu^ulIw irparuaj adace 

hi*rt«raoM*M*r|a*«orrmrtMnni ttr 


You must be a HOMESUJ member to apply for png <y thm homae, When bddrg lor more than one property you *< be 
asAad io state pour order of preterite* Al desorptions and of bar debits are gr**n in good tarr and ate bu*»»CR3 to be correct 
Pul any pdiriul luna-r RhciJcl uitMy ra-wl/M m to f«»r nomrtnair Naarytfd it a ehantart* hotisarg jumcirtnn 



ri newydd 









































£215,000 D58 


£205,000 per 


£210,000 D63 


£195,000 Eso 


£174,950 C74 


£169,950 D56 


FREE 

TO GOOD HOME 

Single Garage 

Buyer to dismantle and collect 


Tresilian Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Extended 

_ Open Green Fields _ 


£169,950 


Starling Road, St Athan 

Loft Conversion 
3 Bedrooms 
UPVC GCH 


Glebeland Place, St Athan 

3 Bed Semi-Det 
Superb Town Location 
Generous Plot 


£133,950 


Trebeferad, Boverton 

3 Bedrooms 
72' Garden 
No Stamp Duty 


£109,950 D58 


£169,950 D65 


£105,950 D64 


£109,950 E44 


£99,950 D58 


Llys Dwynwen, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Showhome Presentation 
Cloakroom/WC 


Sea View Place, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
70' Rear Garden 

_ Garage _ 
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OFT 


f rightmove. 


chris-davies.co.uk 


Harding Close, Boverton, Llantwit Major 

3/4 Bedrooms 
Lounge/Diner 
Conservatory 


Lime Grove, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Allocated Parking 


Ceredwyn Cottage, Colhugh 
Street, Llantwit Major 

2 Double Bedrooms 
Renovated Throughout, View Today 


Eagle Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Landscaped Rear 
Allocated Parking 


Heol-Y-Coed, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Sought After Location 
Call Today To View 


Rectory Drive, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Corner Plot 

Adjacent Views of Fields 


St Michaels Close, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 

Updated And Modernised 
View From The Verandah 




Picketston Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Garage 


£ 129,950 


Chris Davies 


Rhoose 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Magpie Road, St Athan 
F36 - £475 pcm 
Two Bedroom, Kitchen/Diner 
Mallory Close, St Athan 
D58 - £495 pcm 

Three bedrooms, Kitchen/diner, 
enclosed rear garden 
MurlandeWay, Rhoose 
D67 - £495 pcm 

Fully Furnished, One Bedroom, 

Modern Bathroom 
Chestnut Avenue, St Athan 
E492 - £525 pcm 

Bedrooms, Refurbished Kitchen/Diner, 

Additional Attic Room 

Llys Dwynwen, Llantwit Major 

C73 - £525 pcm 

Two bed, Conservatory, GCH 

MurlandeWay, Rhoose 

D62 - £550 pcm 

Two Bedroom Semi Detached, 

Recently Decorated 
Scott Close, St Athan 
E43 - £575 pcm 

Four bedrooms, Sitting/dining room, 
Oven and hob 

Harding Close, Llantwit Major 
D59 - £625 pcm 

Three Bed rooms, 100ft plus rear garden 
Norseman Close, Rhoose 
C74 - £650 pcm 

Three Bedrooms, Two Receptions, 
Enclosed garden 
Maes Slowes Leyes, Rhoose 
£695 pcm - Three Bedrooms, 

En Suite, Kitchen Diner 
Church Road, Boverton 
D57 - £825 pcm 

Four Bedroom Detached, Conservatory 

Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


ATTENTION 

LANDLORDS 

Properties required 
urgently in the 
following areas: 

High Street & Four Acre 
in Llantwit Major 
and Eagle Road, 

St Athan for fully 
referenced tenants. 


Radnor Road, Boverton, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
73' Rear Garden 
No Chain 
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Is Your Aerial Installer ..? 

C«SK»«ll*4 |TMWr« 

: » * •( < t\h • i)» k » r 

iH*n f 

.aoM am fcaimw ^ 


ONI VISION ARE1 


S 


Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 30C?rfflH01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


THE ABMLHAN (Barry) 



ESS 


125 or 07816 413 




ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired/ 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
>s _ www.lst-digital.co.uk _ 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES ■ OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 

-55 V COVERING ALL AREAS J55V 



ACORN 

Building & Property Services ISNU^ 

From easing a door or laying your- 

patio to building a new extension. 

Qualifed tradesman with 35 years experience. 

Tel. John 07527 835650 


O.P. 

BUILDING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories * 

NO JOB S 

TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 

Robin Jones 
Builder 

r 30 years Experience^ 

All building repairs 
& maintenance 
undertaken: 

• Decking • Fencing 
Bathrooms & Kitchens 
• Roofing & 
Plastering etc. 

01446 402830 


. 0 

HVJ.VN Wtm 

Approved 

* Garden Makeovers 

* Stonework 

* Traditional Brickwork 

* Individually Styled 
Conservatories 

* Specialists in 
Extensions 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

07974 110396 
01656 652558 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

• 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 450088 
or 07920 195775 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 


J Y 

iV 1 


01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.barryandvaledampproofing.co.uk 




HD Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


www.cowbridge-it.co.uk 


& ©dHTastoS 



This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

■ Blinds 

•Shutters 

•Awnings f SOlar 
•Canopies bfmds 





TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


* BLIND SALE! 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphil 


CF83 1BQ • www.sfarline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE 



GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


REASONS 

1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 


BLINDS & 
CURTAINS 

’ 3 Vertical 
r Blinds m 

■£ 99*3 



Freephone: Afisicui& 

0500 295192 mLdi 

Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh 


ALPHA HOME 
CLEANING SERVICE 


• Professional Carpet 
Cleaning 

• Leather Suites 
Cleaned and Treated 


Introducing from Sept 3,2013: 

OUR NEW DRY CARPET 
CLEANING SERVICES 


A good, reliable, prompt 
service, highest standards. 
Special rates for senior citizens. 

01656 788901 or 
07986 450609 




CALL NOW FOR 
A FREE QUOTE 

Kitchens & Carpentry 
Plumbing 
Electrical 

Painting/Decorating 

Plastering/Rendering 


All aspects of carpentry work 


Professional, Friendly, Caring Service I We wp^pnnSf IIS 


» Kitchen Refurbishments • Fencing • Flooring 
» Bespoke Wardrobes • Decking • Doors 

Contact Rhys on 01446 790384 / 07803 696451 


www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 



VfiLE CARPETS 

(Zonfeet S&ofc 
t/iot corner to cyou 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 

Til# GEM 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
- Est 1987 - 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 

* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 



GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 
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STADRE 

DECORATING 
& PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 


► Painting & Decorating 

► Kitchen/Bathroom 
Installations 

► Electric 

► Plumbing 

► Handyman Services 


07791 752532 


Specialist 

Est 1981 

Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 


TOM 
EASTMENT 

INTERIOR PAINTER 
& DECORATOR 


-. i»iwinr5 ( gfliaatogi 


i a i >/a 




Stables 3 Field Shelters Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Ashdown 


Clean, tidy & reliable 

01446 750114 
07714 194679 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 
Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


©as Ssj'yjuas 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE C0WBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


JW Decking 


Est. 1999 


BESPOKE 
TIMBER DESIGN 
& CONSTRUCTION 
> Equestrian Buildings 

• Decking, Gazebo’s, 

Pergolas 
• Fencing 

• Workshops & Sheds 


01446 772139 / 07725 811207 

www. jwdecking. co. uk 



Endows v~ 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 
puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels R i-1H, 

& Stains ^ 

• Broken Handles/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels PR °advk!e NAL 

• New Rubber Seals AND INSURANCE 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


www.bridgendwindows.com 





NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bridge 

Vale 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 

I oomtSTic (?) 
INSTALLER [ZZJ 

D avem 

ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

Approved Contractor 

-|— 

r! Domestic 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefFell@hotmail.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


jComplete Carden Services 

UK i UX2S 

TvUtilMHM : 01444 4I942H 
or <17745 611753 






W&J Lewis 


Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 

• 1“ s* I 


07891 9651 SO 
01446 403072 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

UES3BBB 01446 796905 

“ p " 07747 858514 

Approved Contractor rclilford@gmail.COm 

— wwwd<! - ' :sa ' co uk ^ Fast • Polite • Professional 


i mmm 


u Washing Machines Electric 
™ Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


$4 Garden & Landscaping Services 

Jjp ! Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Patios • Decking • Fencing • 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 



|r f A .D] 4 ^ 


SERVICES 

For all types of 
garden work. 

07830 228877 
01446 406457 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


ONE MAN WENT TO MOW 
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35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 98 5oi 

_ 


WE SELL 


BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 

Tel. 01446 771999 

Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 






K&A Handyman 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task: to big or small. Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 




Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 * 

01446 740176 53440 

M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 1 
too small 
07526 125982 ^ 
or 01446 753503 

JOHN 
SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
ftfbJI & Tiling 


‘DC'Plumbinj 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

CaiOM » 

0M4* 41W1 

vt. orrt 2 *>«»» 





JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


MAN WITH 
AVAN 

Low hourly rote, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


% 


01446 

794266 


<ZT 
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PLUMBING 
& TILING 

07723 024765 


The 

GEM 


NOT 

REMOVALS 


• Grass Cuttings 

• House Removal 

• Rubbish Removal 

• Hedge Trimming 

• House Clearance 

• Free Quotes 


S 07763 007819 




tel: U2M2ll .%M511 »vwv»jvA/t1i!tlawnandcaitlcnjcti.uk 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


<P~ 


SsfeiO&BS 

Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 
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01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


01446 404838 

Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

www.silveyroofing.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


fetl©^®^ 

bsxSbsfl 



f Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 

Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) J 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


atdent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


Why not 
advertise your 
trade in the GEM 

Call 01446 
774484 

for more 
information. 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Special ists A 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 





SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST PRICES PfilD 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 

£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


SCRAP YOU 

1 

R CAR LEGALLY 

Avoid 

USE 

the cell - 
iA&L! 

\ 

VEHICLE R 
& SCRAP IV 

c 


ECYCI 

IETAL! 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 1 pay e men t t 

We will beat anv orice locally 1:1 3*11 W for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 

( insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
BSHSHHi\ Engines & Gearboxes 

1 the DVLA and j 

\ Environmental / 

\ Agency in / 
Barry 

Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


Major Metals Recycling 

Why 

W trash it? 
Cash it! 

Top prices for.. 

Computers 
Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 


Any queries call 

07972 510 158 


Deadline for Motor Cars 
is 12 noon on Tuesday 


Advertise 
your car 
for sale 

£20 +vat 
for 2 weeks 


Safe 


FORD 

TRANSIT 

TIPPER 

White, single cab, 

56 plate, new shape, 
FSH, MoTFeb 2014, 
73k, towbar and 
electrics fitted. 
Excellently maintained. 
Great condtion. 
Owned by local 
Cowbridge firm. 

£5,500+VAT 
01446 772139 
07725 811207 


Chrysler 

Voyager 

52 Plate 

Reg Cat C. MoT’d 

£850 ono 
07977 463773 


6 V 2 Ton 

Chassis Lorry 

Skip gear available 
If required. 

New alternator, starter 
motor, batery, etc. Low 
mileage. Ready for Mot. 

£1,300 

07977 463773 31/ 32 


September 99 

Mazda 

MX5 SE 

69k miles 

£2100 ono 
07752 491872 


CARAVAN 

Damage 
Repairable 
£350 ono 

All mod cons inside. 
Will suit D.I.Y. enthusiast 

07977 463773 


Deadline for Motor Cars 
is 12 noon on Tuesday 


DH Solutions - Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


minimum - Any vehicle with at 
least 3 months MoT in good working order 


We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 


minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Free collection for all vehicles at a time to best suit you. 


minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete vehicle basis with 
all the factory components. All unsaveable vehicles 
disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

No wheels, no p I I em 


www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

£20+vat 
for 2 weeks 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 



THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblygu a allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2013/00615/FUL 

Proposah/Cynnig: Two storey rear outbuilding with accommodation to 

first floor and a rear extension to house 
18, Westgate, Cowbridge 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal :/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal :/Cynnig: 
Location :/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


Cowbridge 


2013/00652/FUL 

Demolition of existing toilets and cold store (not 
Listed). Extension of existing pub. Re-build of existing 
outbuildings to provide residential accommodation 
and shop 

The Plough and Harrow, Monknash 
Monknash 


2013/00659/ADV 

Permanent For Sale/To Rent advertisement board 
Penarth House, 26-28, Stanwell Road, Penarth 


Penarth 

Listed Building Consent/ Caniatad Adeilad Rhestrediq 

Application No: 

/Rhif y cais: 

Proposal :/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal :/Cynnig: 
Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2013/00609/LBC 

Alteration to insert a spiral stair to provide access 
from the ground floor to first floor to link the cafe at 
the seaward end of the building 
Penarth Pier Pavilion, The Esplanade, Penarth 


Grade I 


2013/00643/LBC 

Repair works to porch 

Barons Court, Penarth Road, Penarth 


Grade I 


Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cais (au) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2013/00634/OUT 

Demolition of existing dwelling and construction of 
two new dwellings with revised vehicular access 
Land at 74, Murch Road, Dinas Powys 

Affecting Nos. 1-6 Little Orchard, Dinas Powys, 
Grade II 


A pplication(s) of General Interest/ 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


2013/00630/OUT 

Residential development (outline) 

Hayes Road, Sully 


2013/00632/FUL 

Construction of 24 residential units and associated 
works 

Site of former quarry, Leckwith Road, Llandough 


2013/00633/FUL 

Erection of a single wind turbine, with maximum 
blade to height of 77 metres, along with 
accompanying access track, crane hardstanding, 
substation, associated underground cabling and 
temporary construction compound. 

Location:/Lleoliad: Hill House Farm, St. Marys Hill, Bridgend 

May affect a Public Right of Way/ 

Gall effeithio ar HawITramwy Cyhoeddus 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location :/Lleoliad: 


2013/00630/OUT 
Residential development (outline) 
Hayes Road, Sully 

Departure from Development Plan/ 

Gwyro o'r Cynllun Datblygu 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location :/Lleoliad: 


2013/00630/OUT 
Residential development (outline) 
Hayes Road, Sully 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 8 August, 2013 
M. Goldsworthy 

Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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Are you fit to deliver? Fl^ 1 

We need fit reliable people to help distribute » ’ 
this newspaper to local homes in the following areas: 

Miskin • Pontyclun 
Talygarn • Brynsadler 
Ystradowen • Cowbridge 

• TEENAGERS (aged 13 years and over) 

• HOUSEWIVES - STUDENTS - SHIFT WORKERS 

• ACTIVE SENIOR CITIZENS 

Please ring our distribution office on: ——» 

01202 670999 or email 

recruiting @ thedistributionbusiness.co.uk 


Temporary Distributors 

Required to deliver the BT Phone Book 
in Cardiff, St Mellons, Llanishen, 
Whitchurch, Cyncoed, Penylan, Barry, 
Penarth, Llantwit Major, Cowbridge 
and surrounding areas. 

Good rates of pay and flexible working hours. 
You will need a car to transport your directories. 

Can 0844 742 1333 

www.bookaroute.com 
Text BTCARDN to 07786 208008 



LICENSING ACT 2003 

From the 2nd of August 
2013 we, The Wine Cellar, 
Dinas Powis Limited, do 
hereby give notice of 
application to the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
Licensing Authority for a 
new premises licence at 
the address: 

The Wine Cellar, 

17 Station Road, 

Dinas Powis, CF64 4DE, 
this is to include: 

Retail Sale of Alcohol 
Mon, Thurs-10.00-23.00 
Fri and Sat - 10.00 - 24.00 
Sun-10.00-22.30 
Regulated Entertainment: 
Mon, Sat-20.00-23.00 
Sun -20.00 - 22.30 
Opening Hours: 

Mon, Thurs-10.00-23.30 
Fri and Sat - 10.00 - 00.30 
Sun-10.00-23.00 
Any person wishing to 
make representations to 
this application may do 
so by writing to Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
Licensing Department, 
Civic Offices, Holton 
Road, Barry, CF63 4RU 
no later than 28 days after 
the date of this notice. 
Representation received 
after this date will not be 
considered. 

It is an offence knowingly 
or recklessly to make 
false statements in 
connection with this 
application, the maximum 
fine on summary 
conviction being £5,000. 


ROOM TO RENT 

for a 

Self-Employed 

Beautician 

(Min 3 yrs exp) 

In a new salon, 

Holton Road, Barry. 
07808 877999 


TCrtETf l 

BARRY \ 
* WEST END > 
BELL STREET 

3 bed terrace. 

Very small garden. 

Bond & references required 

£575 pcm 

Tel: 07973 294389 



led Property 
Cross Street \ 
BARRY 

Double Glazed, 
Central Heating 
Available August 17th 

£175 per week 
Bond Required 

Tel: 07916 315977 


Llantwit Major 
Town Council 

requires 

Deputy Town Clerk 

The successful candidate must 
be motivated, experienced in 
administration, committed, 
enthusiastic with knowledge 
of local Government Law, 
procedures and protocol. 

30 hours per week - 
£17,391 per annum pro rata 
Previous experience of Town/ 
Parish Council an advantage. 
Please ring 01446 793707 
Closing date 29th August 2013 
Interview date 11th September 


CLASSIFIEDS 

• Family Announcements 

• Recruitment 

• Buying & Selling 
•Trade* Property 
• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Graduation • Births etc 

Use The GEM 

to reach all the people 
you need to! 

Call 01446 774484 

for friendly, helpful advice. 

gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


W A Brown V Son 


Fun*f aJ Directorfc 


94 hojrn « 1 • 

RjnerM 


Wcmonal masorvy 

Ptmtorok* House, 

College Street, LI on twit Major 
01445 792 439 




BOETTJER 

Jurgen 

Peacefully, after a short illness bravely borne, 
Jurgen, loving husband of Bev, much loved father 
and grandfather. Will be sadly missed by all. 

Service at Coychurch Crematorium 
on Friday, 9th August at 2.45pm. 

Family flowers only, donations in lieu of flowers 
may be given to Macmillan Cancer Support, 

P.0 Box 355, Bridgend, CF31 9NR. 



WILLIAMS 

Lucy Lorraine 

(Known as Lorraine) 

Suddenly on 23rd July 2013, aged 85 years. Beloved 
mother to Cheryl & Karen, mother in law to John, 
cherished nan to Ian, Steven, David and Vicky, and 
great nan to six great grandchildren, sister to Thelma 
& Billy. Will be sadly missed by all who knew her. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Sons Funeral Home, Gladstone 
Road, Barry, until the service in the chapel on Tuesday 
13th August 2013 at 10.15am followed by a committal 
service at the Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Port Road East, Barry at 11.15am. Family flowers only 
please. Donations to the Paget Association may be sent 
to 323 Manchester Road, Walkden Worsley, 
Manchester M28 3HH. 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 
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Revved up 

for retirement! 


Dave Reynolds 

Love from mli 
your friend* 
at The GEM 





*i h i r 

* DAVID 
REYNOLDS 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

11th August 2013 

Love from all your friends at The GEM 


Happy / Util Birthday 

« Ann* 

Driver 

on 12 August 2013 

With love from 
all the family 
xxx 






SINGLETON 

Charlotte 

(Well done) 

BSc (Hons) 
Criminology, 
Sociology 2:1 

Love Dad and 
Ali Singleton, 
Nan & uncle Stuart 



CONGRATULATIONS 


ERIN 

on getting into the 
Welsh Athletic Squad 
and competing for 
Wales in the Celtic 
Cup 2013 in Colwyn 





ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the appropri¬ 
ate amount made payable 
to The Glamorgan GEM’ at 
The GEM, Graig House, 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 

must contain a residential 
land line telephone num¬ 
ber. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are 
given. 

TOWER 

SCAFFOLDING 

Bankrupt Stock: 

New galvanised 6ft x 4ft, 
20ft working height. 
Complete with cross 
braces, safety rails. 
£225 free delivery 
Tel. 07836 270723 2 

UPVC 

CONSERVATORY 

Glass roof, approx 5.5 x 
4.4 metres. Side window 
with top openers, two 
side walls, double doors 
to remain. Dismantling 
w/c August 5th. 

OFFERS 

01656 772701 


Jaycee 
Oak Welsh 
Dresser 

3ft x 6ft; 

18 inches deep. 

£200 ono 

01446 792224 


Two Seater 
Manual Recliner 
Settee 

Two leather swivel chairs 
with matching stools. 
26inch LCD Combi TV. 
Wooden stand - 
open to offers. 

07967 175781 32/a 


Roland HP-2E 
Piano & Stool 

New Condition £650 ovno 

Computer Work Station 
£35 ono. 

Canon MG3100 
Printer/Scanner 
Two months old £20. 
01446 679171 


Kettler 
Professional electric 
running treadmill 

With M9775 training 
computer. 

Cost £600 new, 
will accept £130. 

02920 400925 


Six Mirrored 
Wardrobe Sliding 
Doors £30 each 
Two Decorative 
White Radiator 
Covers £40 each. 
01656 782480 


Two Single Electric 

Adjustable Beds 

£95 ono each 

Black glass and chrome 

Computer Desk 

£40 ono 

01446 741340 
07808 172032 3o /31 


BROWN 

EXTERIOR DOOR 

81 x 36ins with 5 lock sys¬ 
tem. Glass panel with 
Prince of Wales emblem. 
Needs letter box cover. 

£80 ono 

Hip & Thigh Step Machine 
Cost £95. Accept £45 

01656 745763 


TOSHIBA 
21" TV & 
DIGIBOX 
& STAND 
£25 

01446 781126 


HOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

Chairs, new fridge, 
variety G-Plan furniture. 
For more information 
call 

07791 974456 
01446 796850 


4 Laura Ashley 
Bramley Cream 
Dining/Kitchen 
Chairs 

Shop price £350 per pair. 
As new, £100 each. 

01446 773201 


Indispension 

Trailer 

Single axle, 
8x5ft bed. 
Loading ramp rear. 
Spare wheel. £475. 
01446 747680 


Teak Dining 
Table 

Round, extendable, with 6 
chairs £120 ono. 

2 New Ikea High Stools 

£25 each ono. 

Dinas Powys 

02920 514176 


Fresno Single White 
Cabin Bed with overbed 
storage. White with 
Silentnight Kids Poppy 
Purotext Mattress £210. 
Ikea Mammut childrens pink 
& red bed with mattress, 
wardrobe, study table, chest 
of drawers and small table. 
Collection before 12 August. 

07741 513914 ^ 


Antique Oriental 
Drinks Cabinet 

Originally from Malaysia 
with exquisite wood carv¬ 
ings. Measurements: Height 
143cm (with lid open 
148cm). Bargain price. 

£130 

01446 720592 


The GEM 

Why not advertise your trade 
in the GEM pages & reach 
potential Vale customers. 

Call 

01446 774484 
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RHOOSE LIFEGUARDS NIPPERS’ FOURTH 
PLACE IN THE WELSH CHAMPIONSHIPS 



WELL done to the Nippers’ team from 
Rhoose Lifeguards, who recently competed 
at the Welsh Championships held in Tenby, 
west Wales. 

The two-day event, comprising beach and sea races, 
was particularly enjoyable , due to the excellent weath¬ 
er over the whole weekend, and the team put in another 
great effort to finish fourth overall, with 11 teams com¬ 
peting. 

Liz Wong, Nipper co-ordinator and her team of 
coaches and helpers, congratulated all of the youngsters 
who took part in the competition, especially those who 
competed in every individual event and the relay and 
Super Nipper races - “a great effort by all, well done!” 

Special congratulations also go to Evie Wong, who 
won all of her individual events - an excellent achieve¬ 
ment. Well done Evie! 

With many families staying in Tenby for the week¬ 
end, and with the fine weather, the event also proved to 
be a great social get-together for the lifeguards’ club, 
with many fami li es enjoying the ‘after-competition’ 
meal and drinks at the local pub. 

Rhoose Lifeguards would like to thank everyone 
involved in the competition, especially the Nippers’ 
team, for a very enjoyable weekend. 

Individual medals winners: Lena Davies - bronze 
Surf Wade, Moli Lyons - silver Beach Run, Evie Wong 
- gold Sprint, gold Beach Run, Emily Parker - bronze 
Surf Wade, Samuel Griffin - gold Beach Run, Cian 
Davies - bronze Surf Swim, Morgan Jenkins - bronze 
Sprint, Brooke Peterson - bronze Super Nipper, silver 
Sprint, Oliver Wong - gold Surf Swim, gold Board Race, 
silver Super Nipper, Jessica Wadey - silver Board Race, 
gold Super Nipper, gold Sprint, gold Beach Run, Ellie 
Peterson - silver Sprint, Tomos Wilshaw - silver Sprint, 
Alfie Davies — gold Beach Run; many more medals were 
won in the pairs and relay events. 

Nippers’ team: Elena Gibson, Gwenno Goode, Lena 
Davies, Cai Beasley, Benedict Griffin, Isabella David, 
Ella Bulmer, Yasmin Davies, Moli Lyons, Evie Wong, 
Joel Williams, Louie Gwatkin, Emily Parker, Kiera 
Harris, Lisa Grice, Will Odgers, Sam Jenkins, Brooke 
Peterson, Liberty Brooks, Cian Davies, Morgan 
Jenkins, Taran Downton, Samuel Griffin, Ethan Wall, 
Helen Jenkins, Oliver Wong, Jessica Wadey, Emily 
Price, Ellie Peterson, Dyfan Goode, Alfie Davies, 
Tomos Wilshaw, Jason Grice. 
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Sully amateur golfer 
through to UK final 



ABOVE: the regional final winners, 
Wayne Blatchford (on right) 
and Stuart Hale. 


Barry RFC 

Patrons’ night off 

IT is with regret that due a poor response 
for our Patrons Barbecue, the event has 
been cancelled. 

We apologise to those that had booked to 
attend; however, the planned viewing of the Wall 
of Memory between 2pm and 5pm on August 17 
will still take place as arranged and we look for¬ 
ward to seeing you. AJ 


DARTS DATE 

THIS Friday (August 9), an inter league 
darts match will take place at the Barry 
Football Club. 

A team representing the Barry Darts League, will 
take on a representative side from the Caldicot and 
Magor Darts League. 

The match, which will consist of 11 singles games 
and two games of doubles, will begin at approxi¬ 
mately 8pm. With the away side bringing a strong set 
of supporters, we would encourage people to come 
along and support the Barry team. RL 


WAYNE 
Blatchford, from 
Sully has claimed a 
place in the Audi 
quattro Cup UK 
final golf tourna¬ 
ment in September. 

Blatchford and partner 
Stuart Hale (Bristol) nar¬ 
rowly won a regional 
final at the St Pierre Golf 
Club, Chepstow, Wales, 
on August 1. 

They triumphed with a 
score of 43 points in the 
Stableford rules matches. 

Eighteen ‘pairs’ of 
amateur golfers contest¬ 
ed the 18-hole competi¬ 
tion, having earned a 
regional final place by 
means of a top placing in 
one of almost 50 qualify¬ 
ing tournaments staged 
since April. 

RESULTS 
1st, Stuart 

Hale/Wayne Blatchford, 
43pts; 


2nd, Cliff Denton, 
from Caversham near 
Reading/Terry Guildford, 
Cheltenham. 42pts. 

The top-two ‘pairs’ 
from this event (listed 
above), plus seven other 
regional final events, will 
contest the Audi quattro 
Cup UK final at Bo wood 
Golf and Country Club 
near Caine, Wiltshire 
(Sep 5). 

The top-two ‘pairs’ 
from the UK final will 
represent Great Britain in 
the Audi quattro Cup 
World Final staged at the 
Trump National Golf 
Club, Los Angeles (Oct 7 
- 11 ). 

The Audi quattro Cup, 
being staged for the 23rd 
year, is the world’s 
largest amateur golf com¬ 
petition, with almost 
80,000 players from over 
50 countries competing 
for a place in the week- 
long World Final. 


Sort beats mum! 

IN the BangorBet Handicap Chase, worth 
£3,899 to the winner at Bangor-on-Dee last 
Friday, Wester Ross, trained by Evan 
Williams at Llancarfan, finished five 
lengths ahead of Maisy Missil, which is 
owned and trained by Evan’s mother, Mary 
Evans in Pembrokeshire. 

The top weighted Wester Ross was ridden by 
Adam Wedge, a 3lb claiming jockey, and Maisy 
Missile, a winner of her previous start, was part¬ 
nered by Paul Moloney. 

BRIAN LEE 


BARRY TYRE CENTRE L d - 

A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years. 

You can’t get better than a Barry tyre fitter! 

SPECIAL OFFER ~ 

Air Conditioning check and 
re-gas for only £39.95 

Only with this advert, (normally £55) 



f CAR SERVICING 

I from only 

. "J £49.95 

|c * Main dealer servicing, 

IR 9 but not at main dealer prices. 

Original specification 

j Top grade oils used. 

Service records - 

fully stamped. 

Please phone for a quote for your vehicle 
from a Matiz to a Mercedes! 

jf' VV, LOWER GUTHRIE rxxn HOLTON ROAD, 

£ STREET ; BARRY CF63 4PS TT BARRY CF63 4HU 

01446 737447 « 01446 745888 


www.banytyreautocentre.co.uk OPE 8 N 3 i)a M m ond 5 a 3 y opm iday I 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED Saturday 8.30am -1.00pm 


AFFORDABLE RICH PICKINGS 

The best thing about buying a MINI Chertshad Approved Used Car is There's bound to be one to sut you and 
your budget so you ter afford to be picky. Each one is checked by our MINI foehn* wris and anything isn't 
Lp to scratch v*»*l fix ft using Genuine fJ Ni Parts, tearing you n no doubt you are drtvng an original 


2009 S4 Mwq MINI On* Miith fiHnl fcatttg Gvin, gliikOot)*, famnrmi Su'rouf. IS** Sik 

2007 i 7 R»q MINI Cooper Notch Chit Nti Buck V) iMlfwt, fikt Hoof ir*d kkmxv CHIU pot* M 

2009 S9 M»q MINI On* H«fd» ***** ffNto, tlttkCkolti, PfPPtft p*ck 
2009 09 M»q MflNI Cooper Dm*** Notch Oik ted ftU*k VS lfeUck Rc*:f CHIU Pick 

2009 S* M»g MINI toapor S HATCH Chi farri Nock VS iwf*t Atirtr ftcnf te-va Miktfiv CNU IS*ck S4k 

2010 TO Reg MINI Om Conviftibli hie SIm* lUrkOoe 27k 

2009 09 Reg MINI Cooper l Ckw9*vum Ayro llock. IIM t Vj liMthtr, Vrp** 17* Aliys (Hill Peck 21k 

2009 S9 Reg MINI Cooper Comertlfato UrSnghl HUtfc. Slack Uurfhe* CHk I Pack ISfc 

2011 11 Reg MINI Cooper Cnmertibe Auto ( hk Hr* k Doth Hk 

2011 11 Reg MINI Cr»op*r Cnrrt»r?)b» rte*r*v»r?3*» VHn* llurk V> leaner 1 f N^rkMrr Alny*. Vk 

2010 60 Reg MINI Coop* Conwrtifc** *npo*r ftlhne. Rege leather. C>9il Rack Ifk 

2012 13 Reg MINI Cooper Hatch tlhte9*Ner. lounge leather, Sat Nov. CHIU Rack 19k 

2011 91 R**g MINI Cooper SO Hitch Pepper Wite. O-ock vj lent Her. Xenon **eedl^*ts. (M(J Pock 2tk 

2015 1 s Reg MINI Cooper SHmrh Vionght Stock. (rey lounge Leather. CHIU Rack. <k 




Pop down to Sytner Cardiff now or check out our full stock listings at 
www.sytnercardiffmini.co.uk 


SYTNER CARDIFF 

Hadfield Road. Cardiff CF11 8AQ 

02920 S58970 www.sytnercardiffmini.co.uk 


MINI CHERISHED. 
APPROVED USED CARS 



























32 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsan2emwww.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, August 8th, 2013 


Need a Car? 

Can't get credit? 



Munro Cup triumph 


Every appplication accepted. No Deposit - 
Decision within an hour if you apply today 


» (CJi'Defjulb » Self employed 

> Poor Credit History » Full or Part Time Work 

0 Council tax/mortgage arrears * UK or EU Licence 
* A member of our armed forces » Ex Bankrupts pvo yw 


\ 


Your one stop shop for cars and finance apply online at 
www.barrycarcredit.co.uk j 9.9% 

Call us on 01446 488481 


Llantwit Major 
men’s bowls team 
had another good 
result in the Munro 
Cup on Wednesday 
with a 90-51 win at 
Murch. 

Steve Booker’s rink 
took the lead after two 
ends with two scores of 
four shots keeping them 
well ahead throughout 
the game to win by nine 
shots. 

Richard George’s 
rink led from the start, 
being 12 shots up 
before Murch went on 
the scoreboard; Llantwit 
were then held on the 
score of 18 for six ends 
before scoring again to 
notch up a 14 shot win. 

Danny Aheame's rink 
started slowly finding it 
difficult to adapt to the 
slow green and were six 
down after five ends; 
they pulled back to take 
the lead on the ninth 
end which they held 
until the final two ends, 
when they conceded 
eight shots to lose by 
three shots. 

Graham Jones’ rink 
were behind for six 
ends before going on to 
short jacks to counteract 
the heavy green. This 
was to Llantwit’s liking 
scoring two ends of five 
and two ends of four to 
win the match convinc¬ 
ingly by 19 shots. 

NY 

LADY BOWLERS 
Firstly, an apology to 


the ladies teams - last 
week’s report said we 
had lost against 
Bridgend Municipal 
B.C, but in fact we 
did win 6 out of the 
10 points available. 

On Tuesday, we trav¬ 
elled to Cowbridge B.C 
for a Cowbridge 
Challenge Shield 
Match. We don't expect 
to win at Cowbridge as 
they have an artificial 
rink, which we are not 


used to and this match 
was no different we lost 
on all rinks with no 
points gained. 

The rinks were Kay 
Johnes, Lyn Oatley, 
Margaret Morgan and 
Peggy Pike 10-19; Liz 
Crouch, Margaret 
Horgan, Etta Gray and 
Julie Molloy 8-20; Edna 
Hardie, Marian Lewis 
and Ann Mutlow 12-14. 

On Thursday, we 
welcomed Cowbridge 


B.C. to Llantwit for a 
league match and we 
won on all rinks, gain¬ 
ing the full 10 points. 

The rinks were Edna 
Hardie, Pat Cook, Etta 
Gray and Carol Willmot 
35-10; Liz Crouch, 
Barbara Lewis, Julie 
Molloy and Marian 
Lewis 30-8; Kay 
Johnes, Ann Mutlow, 
Peggy Pike and 
Margaret Morgan 33-0. 

KJ 


SUPER SENIORS 
ENJOY THE SUN! 

THE fourth annual 
super senior compe¬ 
tition at Cottrell 
Park held on July 
22 was won by Dai 
Rees with 37 points. 

The competition is 
open to all male mem¬ 
bers of the club who are 
70 years of age or older. 

In magnificent weath¬ 
er, 23 players enjoyed 
the Mackintosh course, 
which was in great con¬ 
dition. 

Runner-up was 
Donald Williams with 

36 points, third was . 

Peter Owen also with David Stephenson both who participated, and 
36 points ’ had a two. delight that the weather 

Aubrey Bowen had After the competition, this year was very much 

the most (seven) three ^e players enjoyed a better than last year’s 
and four points and Ian convivial meal and prize deluge! 

Cunningham won near- presentation. Pictured above: Dai 

est the pin in two John McGlyne, who Rees (on left) receives 

strokes on the 14th hole, organized the competi- the claret jug from last 
Last year’s winner, tion, expressed pleasure year’s winner, Chris 

Chris Stanlake and’ at the number of people Stanlake. JM 




RCOU 1 29, 9±99 

5“ £70.40 

Root 85 1 1.1 4, 90* 

£& £76.00 

Mfer. 10 9040 

SR™ £73.30 





50 YEARS 

FOR TYRES IN 
SOUTH WALES 


EXHAUSTS I BRAKES’ I BATTERIES 


Examples 
Cctm TO 1 2. 0300 

WO 70S £35.80 

Ck> 1 8.1 4 9104 

WO 985 £34.00 

E»cort 1.4 1.B, BS09 

wo 1139 £38.80 



Wjomrf/w 
% # t 


Brulguixl koduRLr^l EhLhIm Brtndtoy Road, off Piaflath Rood 

01656 657424 029 20 221201 


Exhausts. Brakes aod MOT* only artoJoble at our Bridgend stOMS 


www.ccltictyres.co.uk 


(wmmi/Vma 


TYRES EXHAUSTS* BATTERIES BRAKES* SUSPENSION MOT* NITROGEN INRATION 
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£6,190 


£10,990 


£7,190 


£2,990 


54 BMW 1 Series 116 1.6 5-Dr. 
Met Blue, Full Black Leather, FSH, 
Parking Sensor, 86k. 


£4,990 


10 Vauxhall Astra 1.7 CDTi 16v Ecoflex 
SRi (125) 5-Dr. Met Grey, (Diesel), FSH, 
One Owner, Alloys, Climate Control, 52k. 


£8,290 


09 VAUXHALL Vivaro 2.0 CDTi (115ps) 
Doublecab. Met Silver, (Diesel), 6 Seats, Two 
Sliding Doors, Open Side Windows, 49k. 


£8,490 (no vat) 


08 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Zetec 3-Dr. Met| 
Blue, (Diesel), Air Con, £30 a year tax, 

CD Player, 60k 


£4,990 


10 Vauxhall Astra Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exclusive 
5-Dr. (Diesel), Sat Nav, One Owner, FSH, 
Cruise & Climate Control, 70k. 


£8,290 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 


t .B SERVICE CENTRE 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 


from 


Car Diagnostics 


Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 


MOT’S 


£25 


All Repair Work 
Undertaken At 
Competitive Prices 


Car 

Servicing 


rom 


£99 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW ^rnajor 
www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735561 


credit 
cards 
accepted 


mi 


Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


from 


Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 


from 


09 FORD Fiesta 1.6 TDCi Zetec 5-Dr. 
Met Silver, (Diesel), 1 Owner, FSH, 
Alloys, Air Con, 61 k. 


07 MERCEDES Benz SLK 1.8. Met Blue, 
FSH, Air Con, 6 Speed, MFSW, 61 k. 


58 MINI Hatch 1.6 Cooper 3-Dr. 
Met Red, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
C/locking, E/Windows, 76k. 


58 MERCEDES Benz CLS 320 CDi 4-Dr 3.0. Met 
Black, (Diesel), Auto, Full Cream Leather, Parking 
Sensors, FSH, Cruise & Climate Control, 88k. 


VAUXHALL Meriva 1.6i 16v 5-Dr. Black, 
Alloys, Air Con, E/W, CD Player, 90k. 
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Economy Service Manufacturer Specfication Service 


Genuine Oil Filter & Mobil orCastroi Oil 
\fehide Safety Check & Inspection 
Fluid Check &Top Ups 
Complementary Vtesh 
ManufacturerTrainedTechnicians 



ONLY £60 


Genuine Ffcrts & Highest Quality Ote 

Exactly the same checks as performed by the Main Dealers 

Complementary Air-Con Anti Bacterial Service 

Free Luxury Courtesy Car orVehicle Collection & Drop Off 

FullVfehideVatet including HandVtexhg 

Diagnostic Code Scan & DTC log Rintout 

Vitork will not irrvoldate your New or Used CarVterranty 

Prices specific to Vehicle, please call fora price talored to your car 

What we include in ourbase price •aouIcI on a«rage cost over £300 extra 
at the dealer ushg the same tods by staff that used id work at those same dealers. 


SLPVICIMGIAILCHL0 tOYOUH CAH LXCLLDING MANUIACTU4LRS RLGUiRLMLNtS LXCLLDINGyOUH LXRLC’AIIONS 



IJeafthcheck - Just Call In 
iME Ber * 'From Just £60 


PORSCHE - AUDI -VW- SEAT- SKODA 

VAG GROUP 


BMW - MINI MERCEDES - SMART 

BMW GROUP DAIMLER AG 


JAGUAR 

JLRGRCUP 


PROCUT Disc Skim 
The Ultimate in Braking 

BEEN TOLD YOU NEED NEW DISCS? 

DON'T UKETHE PRICE? 

WHY FAY FOR NEW DISCS WHEN WE CAN 
RESTOREYOOR DISCSTO NEW CONDITION 

- RESURFACING OF DISC 

- REMOVES ANT WARPING 

- RESTORES DISCTO NEW 

- ULTIMATE PERFORMANCE 

- BETTERVALUE FOR MONEY 

- AS USED BVPORSCHE 


FROM 



Diagnostics Laser Alignment MOT Test 

FROM £25 FROM £35 

Delphi Air Con Servicing 
The Full Package 

Advanced Moisture Remcvel 
FJ Regas 

Compressor Gl Renewal 
Anti Bacterial Addtove 
Leak Detection Adcitwe 
Ntrogen Leak Detection 


FROM 







Deutsche AutoTeknik - For German Cars 

5 Woodham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 

Service & Repairs: 08000 337 092 / 01446 327 007 
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11 VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT 

In white. 43,000 miles with sunroof, etc. 

£16,995 


57 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 
Exclusive Convertible 

In black, 66,000 miles 

£4,995 



60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 
SZ3 

3-Dr, in burnt orange, 20,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£6,495 


10 PEUGEOT 107 Millesim 
Edition 

In white , 12,000 miles, 1 owner 
with a/c, alloys 

£5,995 


09 TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 

3-dr. In light met blue, 35,000 miles 

£6,495 


04 MERCEDES C320 SE 
Automatic Sport Coupe 

Silver, 46,000 miles with panoramic roof etc 

£5,495 


52 SMART Pulse 
Convertible 

Black with silver decals, 34,000 miles 

£2,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 



PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0 Diesel Auto. In white with 
full beige leather, 7,000 miles, too many extras to list £54,995 
VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT in white, 43,000 miles with 

sunroof, etc .£16,995 

FORD Galaxy 2.0 Diesel Zetec. In met grey, 37,000 

miles. 7-seater.£13,995 

NISSAN Juke 1.6 Tekna in black with black leather, 

7,000 miles. Under Nissan warranty.£11,995 

JAGUAR X-Type Sovereign 2.2 Diesel Auto. In Jaguar 
racing green with luxury interior. This car looks superb . 

.£8,995 

HONDA Jazz 1.3 ES Automatic 5-dr. In met silver, 

17,000 miles, under Honda warranty .£8,495 

VW Golf 1.6TDi S 5-dr. In met grey, 71,000 miles, diesel 

hatch at .£7,995 

SEAT Leon 1,9 Diesel ‘S’ Emocion 5-dr. In light met 

blue, 36,000 miles .£6,995 

TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 Diesel TR In met, 59,900 miles, 

very nice example at .£6,995 

FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Edge Auto, in met blue, 

31,000 mile diesel at .£6,995 

TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 3-dr. In light met blue, 35,000 

miles .£6,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 

miles, low insurance.£6,495 

PEUGEOT 107 Millesim Edition in white. 12,000 miles. 

1 owner with a/c, alloys .£5,995 

KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 miles, 

1 lady owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

HYUNDAI i20 Comfort 1248cc 5-dr in met silver, 

22,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,795 

MAZDA 3 Takhra 1.6 Automatic in light met blue, 

36,000 miles .£5,695 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 150 Elite. In black with 

black leather, 88,000 mile 7 seater diesel.£5,695 

SMART Passion Diesel Convertible Automatic. In 
black, 36,000 miles, free road tax, fantastic mpg £5,495 
FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Zetec Blue 3-dr. In met silver, 

51,000 miles, £30 road tax.£5,495 

FORD Focus 1.8 Zetec 5-Dr (125). In vision blue, 

48,000 miles, very nice example at .£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design Coupe. In met silver, 

50,000 miles. Stylish hatch.£5,495 

TOYOTA RAV4 2.0 VVTi XT3 3-Dr. In silver, low mileage 

4x4 at.£5,495 

MERCEDES C320 SE Automatic Sport Coupe. In 
silver, 46,000 miles with panoramic roof etc . . . .£5,495 
SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 Estate. In met gold, 29,000 miles, 2 

owners.£5,295 

FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c .£4,495 

SEAT Altea 1.6 Reference Sport. In red, 62,000 miles 

.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 Exclusive Convertible. In black, 

66,000 miles .£4,995 

FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia Automatic. In met grey, low 

mileage, local example at.£4,695 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 3-dr. In met-blue, 72,000 

miles, 1 owner.£4,395 

NISSAN Micra 1.2 Acenta 3-dr in met blue, 28,000 

miles. Low insurance .£4,495 

PEUGEOT 407 1.6 Diesel SE Estate. In silver, 71,000 
miles, full glass roof .£4,495 


61 PORSCHE Cayenne 
3.0 Diesel 
White, full beige leather, 7,000 miles 

£54,995 


06 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 Colour 5-dr. In light met blue, 

70,000 miles, a/c, alloys.£4,495 

03 MINI Cooper ‘S’ in chilli red with white roof, 84,000 

miles, 1 owner with chilli pack, xenons, etc.£4,395 

59 CHEVROLET Matiz SE (new model) in met orange, 

18,000 miles with a/c.£3,995 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Style Climate 5-dr. In glacier 
silver, 67,000 miles, £30 road tax, CD, Air Con . .£3,995 
06 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Sport 3-dr. In glacier blue, 61,000 

miles, £30 road tax.£3,995 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-dr. In met purple, 59,000 

miles, with a/c, alloys, etc.£3,995 

05 FORD Focus 1.6T Titanium 3-dr in met blue, 41,000 

miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

03 MINI Cooper in silver with black roof, 65,000 miles. Very 

nice example at .£3,995 

07 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Automatic. In sand 

met. Low mileage example at.£3,695 

54 VW Passat 1.9TDi (130) Trendline in silver, 66,000 

miles, 2 owners .£3,695 

05 VAUXHALL Astra 1.7 Diesel (100) Club Estate. In 

silver, 74,000 miles.£3,495 

04 FORD C-Max 1.6 Diesel Automatic Zetec. In 

moonstone blue, 75,000 miles.£3,495 

57 FORD Ka Luxury. In silver with black leather trim, 

30,000 miles, a/c, alloys etc.£3,295 

54 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6T3 VVTi 3-dr in silver, 78,000 miles. 

Stylish hatch at .£3,295 

57 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE Cool. In silver, 40,000 miles, 

low insurance.£2,995 

56 PEUGEOT 1007 Dolce 1.4 Automatic In met. orange, 

33,000 miles with electric sliding doors .£2,995 

05 FORD Focus 1.8 Edge 3-dr. In ice silver, 72,000 miles 

with alloys, cd.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia Automatic in black with black 
leather, 71,000 miles .£2,995 

53 VW Golf 1.6 Match 5-Dr. In black, 84,000 miles with 

alloys, air con etc.£2,995 

03 DAIHATSU Terios Tundra 1.3 5-Dr. Blue/Silver with 

beige interior, 63,000 miles, 4x4.£2,995 

52 SMART Pulse Convertible in black with silver decals. 
34,000 miles, low insurance and £30 road tax . .£2,995 

54 PEUGEOT 307 XSi 2.0 HDi 3-dr. In black with half 

leather trim. Economical and quick.£2,795 

04 FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia 5-dr in light met blue, 85,000 

miles. Ideal famil hatch.£2,795 

52 TOYOTA Yaris 1.5T-Sport. In met gold, 59,000 miles, 

superb example at .£2,795 

06 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.8 Sport 5-dr. In silver with full 

leather trim, 75,000 miles.£2,495 

03 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Elegance 5-dr. In met burgundy, 

56,000 miles, 2 owners .£2,495 

04 FORD Ka Collection. In aqua silver, 53,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,395 

54 PEUGEOT 206 1.1 Independence 3-dr. In red with 
beige suede interior, low mileage, low insurance £2,295 
04 RENAULT Megane Expression 16v 5-dr in black, 

65,000 miles. Ideal family hatch.£2,295 

03 SKODA Fabia 1.4 16v Elegance 5-dr. In met blue with 

a/c, heated seats etc .£1,995 

02 HYUNDAI Arnica 1.0 GSi 5-dr. In green, 44,000 miles, 
low insurance.£1,695 



X-Typ 

Sovereign 2.2 Diesel Auto 

In Jaguar racing green with luxury 
interior. This car looks superb. 

£8,995 



03 MINI Cooper 

Silver with black roof, 
65,000 miles 

£3,995 



07 PEUGEOT 1007 Dolce 
1.4 Automatic 

Met orange, 33,000 miles, electric sliding doors 

£2,995 



60 HONDA Jazz 1.3 ES 
Automatic 5-dr. 

Metallic silver. 17,000 miles. 
UnderHonda warranty 

£8,495 


R3C 


All cars sui 

Just a small sef 


pplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

lection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Cavs take another 
step to promotion 


THE Llantwit Major 
Cavaliers 1st XI took 
another big step towards 
automatic promotion to 
Division 3 of the SWCA 
on Saturday afternoon 
with a commanding per¬ 
formance against strug¬ 
gling Kidwelly Town. 

Winning the toss, Cavs cap¬ 
tain James Snelson elected to 
bowl first on a well prepared 
strip. His decision was immedi¬ 
ately justified as the Cavalier 
bowlers made early inroads 
into the Kidwelly batting line¬ 
up. Sam Pickford (7-2-10-2) 
and Gareth Hughes (7-1-27-2) 
each picked up two wickets as 
Kidwelly fell to 24-4. 

L Brown (29) was the only 
Kidwelly batsman to offer any 
real resistance and was the only 
batsman to get above 20 as 
James Snelson (7-2-17-4) and 
Ben Jenkins (6.1-0-26-2) com¬ 
pleted the innings in style with 


the last 4 wickets falling in 5 
balls for 0 runs. 

With Kidwelly finishing on 
81 all out from 27.1 overs, tea 
was declined and the Cavs bats¬ 
men immediately went about 
chasing the total down. 

Despite Harry Withers (8) 
falling in the first over and 
Snelson (7) being run out in 
very unfortunate circumstances 
at the non-strikers end, Julian 
Griffiths (30) and Lewis 
Collins (22) batted very well to 
get the Cavs near to victory. 

Sam Pickford (2*) and club 
chairman Neal Pritchard (2*) 
earned the Cavs a thoroughly 
deserved win in the 20th over. 

The win, which sees the 
Cavs gain 26 points, means 
they are second in the league 
table and 12 points clear of 
third placed Baglan. The Cavs 
1st XI travel away this 
Saturday to face Kidwelly for 
the fourth and final time this 
season. 

BJ 


The Llantwit Major 
Cavaliers 2nd XI travelled 
to Kidwelly for the third 
clash of the season between 
the two teams. 

The Cavs day got off to slug¬ 
gish start with the journey to 
Kidwelly taking three hours 
due to closure of the M4 at Port 
Talbot. 

The Cavs conceded the toss 
in accordance with league rules 
and played a 30 over game, 
with it starting at 2:45pm, 
going on to make 95 for 5 off 
their allocated overs with Mark 
Coldwell scoring 57 not out. 

For Kidwelly, R Davies (8- 
1-22-3) had the best bowling 
figures backed up by the rest of 
the attack, who all bowled a 
good line and length. 

Kidwelly won the game in 
the 21st over, seen home by 
Ben Pritchard (21 not out), as 
they reached 96 for 4, with 
Nasir Shaikh top scoring with 
43 before being caught and 


bowled by Phil Harris (1 for 
24). 

Mark Coldwell with 2 wick¬ 
ets for 29 was the most suc¬ 
cessful Cavs bowler courtesy of 
two fines catches; the first by 
15 year old Luke Allison was 
one of the catches of the season 
as he caught the ball as it flew 
behind, with the other catch 
being well taken during a heavy 
rain shower. 

The two teams draw swords 
again this week at Windmill 
Lane as they play their fourth 
and final clash of the season. 

The Cavs would like to thank 
their sponsors: Simons Plaice, 
Anthony Brown Estate Agents, 
Chiropodist Roz Couzens, 
Accesstraining.co.uk, Red 
Dragon Computers, Llantwit 
Major Autocentre, Jaipur 
Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine 
and Nathaniel for their much 
appreciated sponsorship of the 
club. 

DMC 


Farmers enjoy a day in the Valley 


PONTARDARDA 
WE Golf Club, situ¬ 
ated in the upper 
Swansea valley, 
proved an ideal 
location for the 
monthly meeting of 
the Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society, sponsored 
by the Maesglas 
Veterinary Group, 
and it attracted 32 
competitors. 

They enjoyed magnifi- Swansea B which can 
cent panoramic views of be yiewed from the 16th 
the Brecon Beacons, tee known 
Black Mountains, 

Mumbles Head and 



tee 

‘The Pulpit’. 


locally 


Quality family fun... 

f Bridgrnd^) Fitness 
& Leisure 

I GOLF the 

M Healthy 

v #| J Option! 

Great Choice: Weekends 
and School Holidays! 


FAMILY OFFER 


2 Adults - 2 Children 
9 Holes 


It is not surprising that 
visitors to this well- 
maintained course often 
remark that it is a hidden 
gem where a warm wel¬ 
come is always guaran¬ 
teed. 

At the conclusion of a 
most enjoyable day’s 
golf played on a course in 
excellent condition, 
Godfrey Lewis and Griff 
Morgan were declared 
the winners with a very 
impressive 39 stableford 
points. 

Sponsors’ representa¬ 
tive Mike King, now 
enjoying his retirement 
and partnered with Glyn 
Watts-Jones, were run¬ 
ners up with 36 points 
and society treasurer Reg 
Davies and his partner 
Aubrey Bowen third with 


35 points. 

In fourth place and 
making a rare appearance 
in the winners’ enclosure 
was rapidly improving 
David Harris and his 
partner Mike Lee who 
scored 34 points. 

The top score of the 
day however was record¬ 
ed in the guest section by 
John Thomas, assisted by 
Rhydian Harris, who 
returned a very impres¬ 
sive 40 points with 
Charlie Tantrum and 
Martyn Edwards runners 
up with quite a few 
points less! 

Nearest the pin on the 
par three holes were 
Trevor Wooding, Clive 
Thomas, and David 
Williams. Griff Morgan 
completed a very suc- 


LEFT: Winning 
golfers with sponsor 
Mike King on the 
right. 

cessful day by winning 
the Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge sponsored 
longest drive prize and 
guest John Thomas 
ended his day on a high 
when he collected the 
Premier Turf Ltd spon¬ 
sored bottle of whisky, 
when correctly guessing 
48 balls would fail to 
make the journey home. 
This also raised £75 for 
the registered charity, 
amserjustintime. 

The society’s next 
meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, August 29, 
with a visit to the highly- 
rated Ross on Wye Golf 
Club that the society has 
not played since 1988. 
Llantwit Major-based 
estate agent Anthony 
Brown Ltd will sponsor 
this competition. 

Nipper Jewell Knock 
out competition, semi¬ 
final draw: Trevor 
Wooding v Geraint 
Davies; Glyn Watts- 
Jones v Julian Kelly - 
matches to be played by 
Thursday, August 29. 

TMcC 


Local course warms up for Open 


To book your place call 

01656 647926 

EXCELLENT VALUE 
Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and Bank Holidays: 
Prices Retained 

(We’re easy to find - off A48 opposite Bridgend Ford) 


FOLLOWING Mark Wiebe’s vic¬ 
tory in this year’s Senior Open 
Championship presented by Rolex 
at Royal Birkdale, the baton has 
now been passed to Royal 
Porthcawl as Wales prepares to 
host its first major championship 
in 2014. 

The famous links course will 
become the 12th different venue to 
host a Senior Open Championship, 
when it stages the 28th edition from 
July 24 - 27, 2014. 


Johnnie Cole-Hamilton, executive 
director - championships, at The 
R&A, said: “After the success of this 
year’s Senior Open Championship pre¬ 
sented by Rolex at Royal Birkdale, we 
are now all looking forward to visiting 
Wales for the first time when Royal 
Porthcawl hosts the 2014 edition. 
Royal Porthcawl is another magnifi¬ 
cent links venue and one all of the 
players will relish playing next year.” 

For more information on tickets 
visit www.senioropengolf.com or call 
0800 0232557. 


Ladies captain’s 
day celebrated at 
RAF St Athan 



ABOVE: Lady captain 
Ros Martin-Jones and Jenny Young. 



Pat Harris. 


RECENTLY the female 
golfers converged on RAF St 
Athan Golf Club to support 
Ros Martin-Jones at her lady 
captain’s day. 

Ros was disappointed not to be 
playing herself but savoured every 
moment of her special day; presenting 
everyone with a small gift, cajoling 
her volunteers and smiling at the cam¬ 
era on numerous occasions before 
gratefully receiving a beautiful bou¬ 
quet of flowers from the club captain 
Hugh Williams. 

There were plenty of giggles as the 
ladies arrived at the club to find a golf 
buggy bedecked with balloons and 
flowers - they soon learnt that this was 
Jenny Young’s mode of transport for 
the day. 

Jenny is this year’s ladies vice-cap- 
tain and unfortunately illness prevent¬ 
ed her from competing in the competi¬ 
tion, but she certainly was a winner in 
the ladies’ eyes; zig-zagging around 
the course at speed throughout the day, 
providing much needed refreshments. 
Well done Jenny, all the members wish 
you a speedy recovery. 

The format for the golf was an indi¬ 
vidual stroke play competition with 
various prizes to be awarded for 
longest drives, nearest the pins, chip¬ 
ping and putting. 

Michelle Bligh scored a nett 69 but 
it was Pat Harris who had the winning 
score with a magnificent 68 nett 
resulting in a handicap reduction and 
the lady captain’s prize. 

It is traditional not to allow any of 
the golfers the chance of winning 
more than one of the major prizes, so 
with the aforementioned ladies out of 
the equation, the best gross silver divi¬ 


sion went to Erin Allison, with Gill 
Jones winning the bronze division. 

The fun element of the day saw Mo 
Garrett, Lesley Hurry and Liz Thomas 
take a prize in the chipping competi¬ 
tion, Lesley being lucky enough to 
also take one of the two hidden holes 
and Ann Johnson taking the other. 

There were two putting competi¬ 
tions, the first on the practice area 
which John Davies had set up in such 
a way that ensured the majority of the 
ladies would ‘go out of bounds’ and 
the second was the number of putts 
recorded on the course; Jayne 
Williams and Sandra Goodchap 
respectively were the winners. 

The ball had to remain on the fair¬ 
way for the longest drive on the 10th 
hole and this secured the win by 
Michelle Bligh. It was a very surprised 
Jackie Hawkins that won nearest the 
pin; Jackie will be the first to admit 
that it was not the best, nor prettiest of 
shots! 

At the evening presentation, Steve 
Kenyon greeted the ladies with a glass 
of punch before they sat down to enjoy 
a sumptuous buffet provided by club 
caterer Leanne and her dedicated 
team. 

The ladies captain recalled some 
memorable moments from the year 
and thanked everyone for their contin¬ 
ued support, and especially for making 
her lady captain’s day so special. 

The ladies of RAF St Athan Golf 
Club play their main competitions on 
Saturdays throughout the year and 
always extend a warm welcome to 
anyone wishing to join their section; 
for further information contact the 
club manager on 01446 751043. 

CM 























